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Palm Sunday	29th March 2026
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	A warm welcome to the Parish Church for Great Ayton, part of the Diocese of York in the Church of England


Today’s Services

8.00am:	Holy Communion
9.15am:	Parish Communion
Preacher:	Rev’d Sarah Cliff 
11.00am:	Holy Communion at St Oswald’s 


	Hymns (A&MNS)

Introit		328	All glory, laud and honour
Gradual	61	Ride on, ride on in majesty
Offertory	634	My son is love unknown 
Communion 59	Sing my tongue, the glorious battle (verses 1-4) 
Recess.	523	Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Anthem	       	Solus ad victimam (Leighton) 

	

	This week we pray for:

Church: We pray for all Parishes in vacancy and for those who are supporting and leading services through Holy Week and Easter.
Community: We continue to pray for our local emergency services including for our local community Policing team for the Great Ayton and Stokesley area.
World: We continue to pray for peace in the middle east and for those who strive for peace and reconciliation between countries.
Sick: Sally–Anne, Gwen, Stuart, Kiera, Gill, Celia - all we remember personally.
Anniversary: Lynn Margaret Spence, Phil Sample, Jean McGurk, (Sheila Hague, Jean Marley, Noreen Brundle, Alan Thompson, Peggy Walton)



COLLECT
Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the human race sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross: grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen

FIRST READING: PHILIPPIANS 2: 5-11
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death - even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

SECOND READING: ISAIAH: 50: 4-9a
The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary.  He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.  The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears; I have not been rebellious, I have not turned away.  I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.  Because the Sovereign Lord helps me, I will not be disgraced.  Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.  He who vindicates me is near.  Who then will bring charges against me?  Let us face each other!  Who is my accuser?  Let him confront me!  It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me.  Who will condemn me?  They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up.

GOSPEL: ST MATTHEW 21: 1-11
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away."

This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet: "Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Hosanna in the highest!" 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is this?" The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee."

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: give us the mind to follow you and to proclaim you as Lord and King, to the glory of God the Father. Amen

NEWS FOR THE PEWS

Solus ad victimam by Kenneth Leighton Today's anthem, Solus ad victimam, is a setting of Latin poem by the mediaeval poet and theologian Peter Abelard (1079-1142) which expresses the poet’s anguish over Christ’s suffering on his behalf on the cross.  The English translation is by Helen Waddell and is set to powerful music by Kenneth Leighton, whose haunting choral word painting captures the poet’s torment and hope.  The music is largely solemn in mood with effective use of dissonant chords to emphasise words such as "pain" and "suffering".  The unsettled harmonic writing eventually resolves on a final E major chord which points ahead to Easter and the joy and hope of the resurrection. The text can be found on the Easter Newsletter - available on the church website or hard copies are available at the back of church.

[image: ]Little Fishes meet at the Church at 9.45am every Tuesday during term time for preschool children and their parents/carers.  We are in need of extra volunteers to serve tea and coffee, if you have like to help out please let us know.

[image: ]Café Church Why not join us at Café Church in the Church Hall every 2nd and 4th Sunday for Cake, Coffee, Conversation, Worship and Wondering! 4.00pm for Cake, 4.30pm for informal family Worship and 5pm for Discussion and Teaching (with groups for different age groups from about two and a half).  Contact Nick Land (01642 778076) drnickland@aol.com for more info.

Were You There? St Margaret Clitherow Church presents an afternoon of reflection and music from the Passion of Our Lord Churches Together at 3.00pm today, all are welcome.

Coffee Lounge Communion Please note that the next two Coffee Lounge Communions will be on the first Tuesday - April 7th and May 5th - in order to avoid the Bank Holidays.

Spire Newsletter Issue 10 Is available to pick up from the back of Church, why not take one for a friend too? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Girlguiding Fashion Show This year’s event hosted by Complete Clothing Company takes place in Christ Church Hall on Friday 24th April at 7.00pm.  Tickets are £5 (children free) and include drinks and cakes! To pre order tickets email greataytondistrictguiding@outlook.com 

THE WEEK AHEAD
Monday 30th March:
6.30pm: The Chosen in the Coffee Lounge 
7.30pm: Holy Communion
8.30pm: Compline via Zoom and Facebook (Zoom Meeting id: 869 2413 4339 Password: 589314)
Tuesday: 31st March:
7.30pm: Holy Communion
Wednesday 1st April:
10:00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
7.30pm: Holy Communion at St Oswald's
Thursday 2nd April: Maundy Thursday
9.30am: Time to Pray at All Saints
7.30pm: Holy Communion with Stripping of the Altar
Friday 3rd April: Good Friday
7.30am: Morning Prayer at St Oswald's
9.45am: Family Service in the Church Hall (with children's craft activities and Hot Cross Buns)
11.45am: Walk of Witness - Churches Together
1.30pm - 3.00pm: Reflections before the Cross
Sunday 5th April: Easter Day
8.00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
9.15am: Parish Communion
11.00am: Holy Communion at St Oswald's

[image: ]You can use this QR code to donate to Christ Church.

Large Print Copies of this Service Booklet are available.
Hearing Aid Users can tune into our Services on the ‘T’ position
Disabled Access is through the Church/Hall link passageway

For all the latest news and information visit our ‘Church Near You’ page which we are working on to make it useful; go to  www.achurchnearyou.com and put in the location box either Great Ayton or Newton under Roseberry for the correct place. 
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