The Herald 
Linking the congregations of the Craven Arms Benefice:
Acton Scott, Halford, the Pilgrim Centre, Stokesay & Wistanstow
15th March  Mothering Sunday
The Fourth Sunday of Lent

Readings: Exodus 2.1 - 10, Colossians 3.12 - 17 or 2 Corinthians 1.3 - 7 and John 19.25 - 27


	

	
	





	


Collect 



God of compassion,
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,
shared the life of a home in Nazareth,
and on the cross drew the whole human family
    to himself:
strengthen us in our daily living
that in joy and in sorrow
we may know the power of your presence
    to bind together and to heal;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

Post Communion 





Loving God,
as a mother feeds her children at the breast
you feed us in this sacrament with the food and drink
   of eternal life:
help us who have tasted your goodness
to grow in grace within the household of faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen


In Our Prayers 

Celebrating this Mothering Sunday, a moment of joy in our journey through Lent, we turn to God who leads us from darkness into light and from sorrow into hope.
· We pray for all Church leaders as they call for peace in the Middle East. May Christian communities be places of welcome, compassion and safety for all who seek healing and a new beginning.
· We pray for the innocent victims of conflict, especially in the Middle East, Ukraine, and Sudan. May leaders reject violence and choose peace, truth, and respect for every person
· We pray for those who face job insecurity and the pressures of rising living costs. May they find support from those around them and discover the help they need.
· We pray that we may be patient, merciful, and joyful as we continue our Lenten journey, reflecting God’s hope and encouragement to the people around us.
God of light and mercy, hear the prayers we bring before you. Strengthen us with your grace, that we may walk joyfully toward Easter. Through Christ our Lord.  AmenPlease pray for all who have asked for our prayers: 
Dorothy Thomas • Nikki Ray • Chris Silcock • Janet Martin • 
Lillian Tomlinson • Monica Morris • Andrew • Henry Hand • 
Andrew White • Grace Turner • Barbara Barkley •







Notices 
Today’s Services are:

 Pilgrim Centre	      8.00 am       Holy Communion
 Acton Scott           11.00 am    Mothering Sunday
                                                 Holy Communion 
  
Thursday at 10.30 am: Morning Prayer will be live-streamed from the Vicarage using the ‘Craven Arms Parishes’ Facebook page. 

Readers Wanted:  We are seeking volunteers to participate in our Sunday services. Would you be willing to read a lesson or be involved in the intercession prayers, especially the ones from the prayer tree at Stokesay or box at Halford? If YES please mention it to  Rev. Clive Munday or one of the church wardens. You will be very welcome. Guidance and help will be available.


Explore Life, Faith and Meaning: The Alpha Course continues on Tues 17th March at 7 pm at 3 Corvedale Road. Info. Contact Rev Steve Alston, 07523 960646.

Should you receive your Herald early: On Sat 14th March  Halford celebrates Mothers’ Day. The service is at 5.00 pm and will be followed by refreshments.


Flicks in the Sticks at Acton Scott Village Hall: The film on Tues March 17th at 7.30 pm will be “White
Bird: A Wonder Story” Cert 12. Admission; Adults £5.00. Students £3.00. Refreshments available.


The next meeting of the House Group is on Thurs 19th March 7.00 pm at 2, Maple Close. The new book is “Leaving Alexandria” by Richard Holloway. Please join us.

The next fundraising Coffee and/or Tea and Scrumptious Cake morning at Halford church is this Saturday, 21st March from 10.30 am to 12 noon.


A Journey Through Holy Week: There will be a Craven Arms Good Friday Youth Pilgrimage from St Thomas, Halford to St John the Baptist, Stokesay from 10.00 am on 3rd April. For more info contact David Wiseman:  davidwiseman50@gmail.com or 01588 674738. All walkers welcome, no matter your age!


If you have a notice for inclusion in the Herald please forward via email:  heraldcravenarms@gmail.com 
or text : 07484 835170. Deadline is noon on Thursday.

Benefice Facebook page: ‘Craven Arms Parishes’


Rev Clive Munday can be contacted on: 01588 672876 or via email: vicar@caparishes.org.uk  



Services & readings for Fifth Sunday of Lent
 
Passiontide begins (Purple or Lent Array)

Ezekiel 37.1-14, Romans 8.6-11, John 11.1-45

  Stokesay          9.45 am        Holy Communion
  Wistanstow       11.15 am         All-Age Worship  
Sharing God’s love with all through word and deed


