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For further information please email: jenny477@btinternet.com
Facebook: St. Mary’s Church Gratwich
CONDOLENCES
We send our love and prayers to Graham Knight and his family on the passing 
of his wife Sue.
A Remembrance Service will be held at Abbots Bromley St.Nicholas Church on
Tues. 17th March at 12:45pm, followed by the wake at Lakeside Barns Admaston

100 CLUB – February 2026
1st  Liz Mottram (78)        2nd  Nigel Mottram  (79)        3rd Millie Capewell (3)
March prizes will be drawn after the Service on the 22nd  March.  

MARCH CHURCH CLEANING ROTA 
Claire & Sue Capewell

World Day of Prayer
This year St. John’s Church in Kingstone is hosting the World Day of Prayer at 3.45pm on Friday 6th  March.  
Let Jenny know if you would like a lift (01889 502471)                 

Gratwich Lent Lunch – Tuesday17th March
12.00 – 2.00pm in St. Mary’s Gratwich
Join us for Soup & Pudding and see the beautiful wild daffodils in the churchyard.

PCC of Gratwich next Meeting 23rd March 7.00pm at Blythe Meadows Farm

Gratwich Barn Dance  - Saturday 18th April 7.00pm in Kingstone Village Hall
Come along and have a dance – music by Weasel’s Revenge who will be bringing 
a caller with them to tell you the dance steps (nothing too difficult)
It is in the Easter Holidays so bring your children as well.
Tickets: £15 adult/£8 under 11 years (inc supper) from Jenny (01889 50247


St. Michael’s Church in Stramshall 
Are having a Silent Auction on 10th April, 7.00pm in Stramshall Village Hall.
This is a brilliant evening - a chance to win one of many prizes.
You buy raffle tickets, put them in the pot in front of  prizes you would like to win, hope for the best & if no-one else wants the ones that you do (or your ticket comes out anyway)  - they are yours!

Tickets are £5.00 (£6 on the door) including 5 raffle tickets & tea/coffee & cake, children are free.                Phone Pauline for tickets 07929300543

	

GRATWICH SERVICES MARCH & APRIL

SUNDAY   8th  March   11.15am  HOLY COMMUNION

  SUNDAY  22nd March      7.00pm  EVENING PRAYER 

EASTER SUNDAY 5th April   7.00pm    HOLY COMMUNION

SUNDAY 12th April  11.15am MORNING PRAYER

SUNDAY 26th April  7.00pm  ROGATION SERVICE

Now the nights are getting lighter our evening services have reverted to 7.00pm

PALM SUNDAY AREA SERVICE – 29th March 11.00am
[bookmark: _GoBack]This will be at St. Lawrence’s in Bramshall.  
Let Jenny know if you would like a lift (01889 502471).

At last a lovely dry and sunny day – lets hope the weather has got the hang of it now and many more dry days are to come!
I took our grandchildren a walk down Gratwich lanes in half term (Common 
Lane, down The Riddings and along Mill Lane as far as The Old Rectory) they 
had such fun walking through the puddles where the potholes are.  Some were 
too deep for the youngest ones wellies – but he still went in them and then squelched all the way back.
The council have been down The Riddings since then & half heartedly filled in 
a few potholes but not the one half way down on the left, where most of the road has worn away on the right as well so be careful.  Please keep reporting them (www.staffordshire.gov.uk).  There are also some nasty ones down Mill Lane and Wood Lane too.

Thank you to all in Gratwich for filling in our Village Questionnaire – it was lovely to see everyone and have a chat too.
We are now compiling the information and will let you know the results soon.

Lots going on in March!
St. David’s Day, World Women’s Day of Prayer , St. Patrick’s Day, Lent Lunch and Mother’s Day!

We are hoping to have an Easter Messy Church during the Easter Holidays next month.                      Date to be arranged.

Dear friends.  
	As I sit writing this letter, I am trying to think how I can link it into what will be happening in March when you read it. I think it must have been a very similar picture for Jesus’ disciples as they themselves struggled not only with the loss of a friend and teacher but with the sudden realization that they were “it”, they were “the church of the future”. We are fortunate in that we have history to help us out, but they were writing and living “the history” so to speak. Where we have the Bible and all manner of commentaries and books about the life and ministry of Jesus, they only had their oral tradition. How do you build on that? What can you fall back on? Where would we have been today if they had just walked away?
	I have at this moment just finished the Chronicles of Narnia, (for about the sixth time) and still find great delight as the various children find their way to belief and faith in Jesus. The many obstacles that they encounter along the way, the often-difficult decisions they must make and the many dangerous conflicts they battle through. And after all this, Aslan, just seems to say don’t worry, all this is not important, just follow me and I will lead you to safety, I will bring you calm in the midst of chaos, I will lead you to the cool refreshing waters and the green pastures in which you can lie.	
	As you read this you will have begun your Lenten journey and perhaps started a Lent course of some sort. Do we use this journey time to share with Jesus, his trials and temptations in the desert?  If so, in sharing with Jesus how does this enhance our growing in faith. Should we be like the children in Narnia listening carefully to Aslan’s instructions, regardless of the perils and seemingly impossible tasks he presents us with or are we as the children, not blindly following his instructions, but letting him lead us along. There are times when the children doubt their abilities to succeed, but they are encouraged to move forward by the promise Aslan has put before them. Indeed, I think that the example of Reepicheep, the warrior mouse, is a wonderful example to us all, he believes that if he keeps moving towards the East, to the mysterious land at the end of the world, he will discover the true land of Aslan, the land of eternal life where he will be with Aslan forever. As we read in the last book in the series, The Final Battle, all the children, some who are now old aged, come to that wonderful place. A place where the sun seems bigger, the sky is bluer, and the grass is endless and greener. The first person they meet is Reepicheep, who is over the moon to meet them and cannot wait to tell them all about his journey to Aslan’s land. And there they meet their Aslan, their friend and comforter, their hearts desire.
	The chronicles are the story of Jesus as seen by the author, C.S. Lewis, and written in a way that young people can read and take on board the story of Jesus’ life. It is also a good way for adults to read, not just once but several times to rediscover, not only the joy of childhood discovery but to reinforce their own journey of faith. So, if you have no desire to delve into a recommended Lent book pick up a copy of the Chronicles of Narnia and have a light read of daring do and sea voyages to the ends of the earth but be prepared to be challenged.
All God’s blessings. Chris.        (Rev. Chris Brown)
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