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8am Said Eucharist 
9.30am All Age Eucharist

(Common Worship Order 1)

Welcome! If you are new to this church please introduce yourself to one of the clergy and take a newcomers’ leaflet. 

There is an induction loop for those with hearing aids.
NB If you’ve parked your car in the Wellington car park, please move it NOW (unless you’re eating there after the service). 
Please join in the words in Bold in the order of service
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THE SERVICE BEGINS HERE:
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Please remain seated as the Junior Choir sings:
‘Like a mother with her child’ by Maxim

Please stand to sing HYMN: 
TELL out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord:

Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;

Tender to me the promise of his word;

In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.

2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name:

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;

His mercy sure, from age to age the same;

His holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One.

3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might:

Powers and dominions lay their glory by;

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,

The hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word:

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord

To children's children and for evermore.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

and also with you.
The deacon introduces the confession: 
Let us call to mind our sin, our failure to value the love of others 
and our failure to love as Christ has loved us.

Your love gives us life from the moment of conception.
We fail to live as your children.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
You call us to do good. We seek our own good.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
You hear us when we cry for help. We ignore the cries of others.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
The priest pronounces God's forgiveness
We remain standing for the collect:
Let us pray:

God of love,
passionate and strong,
tender and careful:
watch over us and hold us
all the days of our life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
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We sit to listen to this Sunday’s bible reading.
A reading from the First Book of Samuel (1:20-28) by Linda Dobbs
20Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, ‘I have asked him of the LORD.’

21The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. 22But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, ‘As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, that he may appear in the presence of the LORD, and remain there for ever; I will offer him as a nazirite for all time.’ 
23Her husband Elkanah said to her, ‘Do what seems best to you, wait until you have weaned him; only - may the LORD establish his word.‘ So the woman remained and nursed her son, until she weaned him. 24When she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh; and the child was young. 25Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. 26And she said, ‘Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your presence, praying to the LORD. 27For this child I prayed; and the LORD has granted me the petition that I made to him. 28Therefore I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he lives, he is given to the LORD.‘ She left him there for the LORD. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.
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FOR the beauty of the earth,

For the glory of the skies,

For the love which from our birth

Over and around us lies:

Lord of all, to thee we raise

This our sacrifice of praise.

2 For the beauty of each hour

Of the day and of the night,

Hill and vale, and tree and flower,

Sun and moon and stars of light: Lord of all..
3 For the joy of human love,

Brother, sister, parent, child,

Friends on earth and friends above,

For all gentle thoughts and mild: Lord of all..
4 For each perfect gift of thine,

To our race so freely given,

Graces human and divine,

Flowers of earth and buds of heaven: Lord of all..
[image: image9.bmp]Please remain standing and face the gospel:
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (19:25-27) 
Glory to you, O Lord.
25Standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ 27Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.
Please sit for the TALK
Please stand to affirm our faith: 

Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens us
with power from on high. 

We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Please sit or kneel for the intercessions 
Sick:  Joan Gould, Pauline Lebeau, Graeme Emery, Shem Biran, Mary Beard, Ann Gurney, Elizabeth Holloway, Lurlene Champagnie,  Penny Swain, Georgina Laval, Glynis Johnstone, Rod and Pip Dowdell, Matthew Codd, Anne Symonds, Peter Branchflower, Patricia Brattle, Margaret Paterson, Kath Meredith, Beth Bates, Dennis Linder, Vickie Harris, Richard Bratfish, David Mardlin, Liz Lavelle, Penny Fenn,      Jane Sherriff
Departed: Kathlyn Dinsdale, Jean Miskin, Jean Connor, Roland Jackson, Graham Rogers, Helen Spooner, Roger Trigg, Gillian Adams, Adam Clayton, David Wilsher, David Hurd

We use the following response

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
 
And at the end

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
Please stand for The Peace, which the priest introduces with a sentence from Scripture
The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you.
We share the peace with our neighbours
Mothering Sunday Collection
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It has long been our custom to donate the collections from Mothering Sunday to Charitable causes. This year, we will be passing on the Mothering Sunday collection to the Welwyn Hatfield Women’s Refuge which is a small independent charity based in Welwyn Garden City. The shelter provides for families fleeing domestic abuse and in need of safety, stability and compassionate support. It has 14 rooms and can accommodate 14 women and 28 children at any one time. In addition to providing safe accommodation the Refuge offers specialist Support for women with mental health needs and a dedicated children’s area where young people can begin to heal in a safe and nurturing environment.

Please give generously to this worthy cause if you are able. You can donate by using the yellow Gift Aid envelopes on the pews, by using the contactless machine near the main door or by donating online by visiting the church website or via Just Giving using this link: bit.ly/4qIEI9y or by scanning the QR code below. Please remember to gift aid your donation!
We sing HYMN:

ANGEL voices ever singing

Round thy throne of light,

Angel-harps, for ever ringing,

Rest not day nor night;

Thousands only live to bless thee,

And confess thee Lord of might.

2 Thou who art beyond the farthest

Mortal eye can scan,

Can it be that thou regardest

Songs of sinful man?

Can we know that thou art near us,

And wilt hear us?

Yea, we can.

3 For we know that thou rejoicest

O'er each work of thine;

Thou didst ears and hands and voices

For thy praise design;

Craftsman's art and music's measure

For thy pleasure

All combine.

4 In thy house, great God, we offer

Of thine own to thee;

And for thine acceptance proffer

All unworthily,

Hearts and minds and hands and voices,

In our choicest

Psalmody.

5 Honour, glory, might and merit,

Thine shall ever be,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

Blesséd Trinity.

Of the best that thou hast given

Earth and heaven

Render thee.

With this bread that we bring
we shall remember Jesus.

With this wine that we bring
we shall remember Jesus.

Bread for his body, wine for his blood,
gifts from God to his table we bring.
We shall remember Jesus.

The Eucharistic Prayer

Please remain standing throughout the prayer, but sit if you need to 

The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give thanks and praise.

Question: Why is it right to give thanks and praise?

Listen, and we will hear.

Lord of all life, you created the universe,

where all living things reflect your glory.

You give us this great and beautiful earth,

to discover and to cherish.

You give us sun and moon and star-lit sky,

everything that gives us light,

light for our eyes, our hearts, our minds.

You made us all, each wonderfully different,

to join with the angels and sing your praise:

[image: image11.wmf]Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
We thank you, loving Father, because, when we turned away,
you sent Jesus, your Son. He gave his life for us on the cross
and shows us the way to live.

Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood.


Question 
Why do we share this bread and wine?

Listen, and we will hear.
On the night before he died, when darkness had fallen,
Jesus took bread. He gave thanks, broke it,
and shared it with his disciples, saying:
‘This is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me.’

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine,
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying:
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many,
for the forgiveness of sins.’ 
So Father, with this bread and this cup
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life.
As you feed us with these gifts, send your Holy Spirit,
and change us more and more to be like Jesus our Saviour.


Question 
How do we follow Jesus Christ?

Listen, and we will hear.
Help us, Father, to love one another, as we look forward to that day when suffering is ended,
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms.

And now with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Alban and all your saints we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, in the strength of the Spirit, today and for ever. 
Amen.

Please kneel or sit
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread.

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
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.Baptised Christians are welcome to receive the bread, all others 
are welcome to come for a blessing (please indicate this by 
crossing your arms and bowing your head).
During communion the choir sings the anthem:
 ‘Mother of God, here I stand’ byJ Tavener
and then we sing the HYMN:

AUTHOR of life divine,

Who hast a table spread,

Furnished with mystic wine

And everlasting bread,

Preserve the life thyself hast given,

Preserve the life thyself hast given,

And feed and train us up for heaven.

2 Our needy souls sustain

With fresh supplies of love,

Till all thy life we gain,

And all thy fulness prove,

And, strengthened by thy perfect grace,

And, strengthened by thy perfect grace,

Behold without a veil thy face.

After communion we kneel or sit to say the prayer:

Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at the breast
you feed us in this sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life:
help us who have tasted your goodness
to grow in grace within the household of faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
The notices are given and the banns of marriage are read
Then we stand to sing the HYMN:
Sing We Of The Blessed Mother Who Received The Angel’s Word,
And Obedient To The Summons Bore In Love The Infant Lord;
Sing We Of The Joys Of Mary At Whose Breast The Child Was Fed
Who Is Son Of God Eternal And The Everlasting Bread.

Sing We, Too, Of Mary’s Sorrows, Of The Sword That Pierced Her Through,
When Beneath The Cross Of Jesus She His Weight Of Suffering Knew,
Looked Upon Her Son And Saviour Reigning  high on Calvary’s Tree,
Saw The Price Of Man’s Redemption Paid To Set The Sinner Free.

Sing Again The Joys Of Mary When She Saw The Risen Lord,
And In Prayer With Christ’s Apostles, Waited On His Promised Word;
From On High The Blazing Glory Of The Spirit’s Presence Came,
Heavenly Breath Of God’s Own Being, Manifest through Wind And Flame.

Sing The Chiefest Joy Of Mary When On Earth Her Work Was Done,
And The Lord Of All Creation Brought Her To His Heavenly Home;
Virgin Mother, Mary Blessed, Raised On High And Crowned With Grace,
May Your Son, The World’s Redeemer, Grant Us All To See His Face.

(during the hymn flowers are distributed) 
The priest says the blessing ending:
…be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
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Thanks be to God. 
The ministers and people depart.    The organist plays a voluntary.
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in New Church House.
 Please take this booklet with you.
NOTICES
[image: image14.wmf]Mothering Sunday 15th March - This year, we will be passing on the Mothering Sunday collection to the Welwyn Hatfield Women’s Refuge which is a small independent charity based in Welwyn Garden City. The shelter provides for families fleeing domestic abuse and in need of safety, stability and compassionate support. It has 14 rooms and can accommodate 14 women and 28 children at any one time. In addition to providing safe accommodation the Refuge offers specialist Support for women with mental health needs and a dedicated children’s area where young people can begin to heal in a safe and nurturing environment.

Please give generously to this worthy cause if you are able. You can donate by using the yellow Gift Aid envelopes on the pews, by using the contactless machine near the main door or by donating online by visiting the church website or via Just Giving using this link: bit.ly/4qIEI9y or by scanning the QR code below. Please remember to gift aid your donation!
Confirmations – Sunday 26th July at 6.30pm
If you are interested in being confirmed, then please do speak with Susannah.  A short course exploring faith will begin in Spring.

Easter Lilies - as in previous years, if you would like to sponsor lilies in remembrance and thanksgiving for a loved one, the request slips are on the crossing table.  The white Easter lilies are arranged by the altar and the high altar and form a special part of the Easter flower arrangements.  Jenny 

Thank you - Two regular helpers have already offered to run alternate Messy Church Cafe, and two more people have come forward to join the team so once again we complete. We'd be grateful to anyone who could join the  reserves on the coffee rota who cover holidays or illnesses.   Thank you, Vernonne

Intinction – The Archdeacon has informed us that it is diocesan policy that people do not dip their hosts into the chalice. This is primarily for hygiene reasons as the priest has to drink up all the rest. If you do not want to drink from the common cup please can you only receive the host. 
Saturday Big Breakfast - Saturday 28th March 8:00am for 8:15am. 
The topic is Lokkelebery Vineyard. In 2022 the farmers at Lockley Farm took the adventurous step of planting a vineyard on south facing slopes close to Welwyn Village.  Our speaker Hannah Buisman, manages the farm and vineyard alongside her family. She will share the journey of the new vineyard venture, including how it was established, and what the future may hold for the farming estate in the coming years. Come along, enjoy breakfast with your friends and hear about this exciting initiative.   Please book your place by contacting me or call in to the Danesbury shop in Welwyn High Street. 

Many of you are regulars and will have seen the words below, but may I ask you please to read them again - thank you: 

I know that some of you would prefer not to have the full cooked breakfast but instead choose from the usual range of cereals, pastries rolls and preserves.  Any offers of help to wash up would be gratefully received too. To help us asses the catering needs, please indicate your choice when booking  - full cooked breakfast or lighter (without any cooked items).  

Jim Read - Tel: 07768 253 321 - jimread55@gmail.com 

Our APCM this year will be on Wednesday 29th April starting with a Eucharist at 7.15pm. This is an important meeting in the life of our church. This year we will be electing members for a three year term to our Deanery Synod, and there are also places for PCC members. The PCC is also looking to appoint a new secretary - we are very grateful for the excellent job that Louise Hughes has done in this role. Nominations for these elections can be received on the day. Nominations for churchwarden should be submitted in writing before the meeting.  David

Christian Aid Soup Lunch at St. Mary’s Welwyn

26th March – 12-1.30pm

NO Need to book just come along and enjoy 
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Diary of Events this week – 15th March   
Sunday



NO EVENING SERVICE TONIGHT 

Monday

9.30am
Patchwork Group




10.30am
Walking Group



8pm

PCC Meeting

Tuesday

10-12am
Community Café




 8.00pm
Bell Ringing Practice

Wednesday
 
10.30am
Church House Lent Course



2.00pm
Play and Praise 




8pm

Carpenters Lent Course 

Thursday

2.00pm
Arpeggios



6.00pm
Junior Choir 

7.30pm
Adult Choir 
Friday


10.30am
Time for Reflection Lent Course 




9-3pm

Organ Tuning
Saturday

10-11am
Clergy Office 

10-11am
Coffee Morning in CH




10.15am
Baptism Prep

Sunday 22nd March – 5th of Lent – Passiontide begins

  8.00am
Said Eucharist  
  9.30am
Café Church Service
  3.00pm
¼ Peel Young Herts 

  


  6.30pm
Passion Sunday Parish Eucharist
Readings for 22nd March,  
Ezekiel 37: 1-4, Romans 8: 6-11, John 11: 1-45
Our Holy Week and Easter services this year 29 March–5 April:

· Palm Sunday – Parish Eucharist with Dramatic reading of the Passion at 8am and 9.30am 

(9.30am meets at Bridge Cottage Surgery)

· Maundy Thursday – 8pm 

Eucharist of the Last Supper and Watch

· Good Friday

12 -1.30 Music and reflections on the Isenheim Altar Piece

1.30 – 3pm  Liturgy of the Passion

· Easter Day

8am & 9.30am All Age Eucharist with Easter Egg Hunt

· Easter Monday Pilgrimage to St Albans

Please see sign up list for breakfast and other details

· Easter Carol Service

Sunday 26th April 6.30pm .
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT


MOTHERING SUNDAY


SUNDAY 15th MARCH 2026
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Prayer services across the week within the Team


Monday 	5pm - Evening Prayer at St Peter’s – Tewin


Tuesday 	8:30am - Morning Prayer at St Giles - Codicote 


Wednesday 	8am - Bible study breakfast at St.Mary’s - Welwyn


9am - Morning prayer at St Mary’s - Welwyn


                    	9.30am – Eucharist at St. Mary’s – Welwyn


Thursday 	5pm - Evening Prayer at All Saints - Datchworth 


Friday 	8:30am - Morning Prayer at St Michael’s, Woolmer Green                           


Saturday 	9-9.30am – Team Prayers at St Mary’s - Welwyn











Lent Groups 2026 – have now started 





Groups have now started - there are 5 weeks in the course


‘Theme – how to share your Faith’





Tuesday 7.30 – St Michael’s Woolmer Green group


Led by Nicky Jackson, Colin and Usha Hull, Host: Sue Keach,


4 Roundabout Lane, AL6 0TH, 01438 716657





Wednesday 10.30am - St Mary’s Church House


Led by David Munchin -  01438 714150





Wednesday 7.45 for 8pm - 1 Codicote Road, Welwyn


Led by Gay and Mike Carpenter 01438 718439





Thursday 7pm at Codicote Parish Centre (next to St Giles Church) led by Catherine Jupp 07811255311





Friday 10.30am - Time for Reflection Group at St. Mary’s


Church House   -  Contact Mavis Francis 01438 487851





Friday 12noon – Datchworth Church Hall


Led by Susannah Underwood and Jo Sampson - 01438 817183


Beginning with soup lunch – starting 27th February























The Church Office hours are:  


Mon, Tues – 9-1pm & Fridays – 9-12noon


Clergy surgery particularly for bookings of marriages and baptisms


  


The Rector: The Rev’d Dr David Munchin, �HYPERLINK "mailto:rector@welwyn.org.uk"��rector@welwyn.org.uk�, 01438 714150





Parish Office:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:stmaryswelwyn@gmail.com"��stmaryswelwyn@gmail.com�  01438 840964


For more information our website is found at �HYPERLINK "https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7876/"��https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7876/�
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