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St Peter and St Paul Newsletter

15th March 2026
Third Sunday of Lent

10am Holy Communion

Leading, Preaching & Presiding  
Revd Bart

 
Readings -

Psalm 119:89-96
1 Corinthians 15:1-8
Gospel: John 14:1-11
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Reflection by Revd Bart

The Message of Lent in a Difficult Season
As we journey through Lent this year, the world around us feels unsettled.

News headlines speak of conflict between nations, political divisions,
humanitarian crises, and deep uncertainty about the future. It can sometimes

feel as though the noise of the world grows louder just as the Church invites us
into quiet reflection. Yet perhaps this is precisely why the season of Lent

matters so deeply.

Lent has always been a time when Christians step back, slow down, and look
honestly at the state of our hearts and our world. Through prayer, fasting, and
acts of generosity, we remember that our hope is not built on human power or

political stability, but on God’s enduring love. In a season of international
unrest, that reminder becomes even more important.

The forty days of Lent mirror the forty days Jesus spent in the wilderness. It
was a place of testing, uncertainty, and solitude. But it was also the place

where Jesus chose faithfulness over fear and trust over temptation. In many
ways, our present moment can feel like a wilderness. We see suffering across

the world and may wonder how peace can ever come. Yet the story of Lent
tells us that God meets people in the difficult and sometimes lonely wilderness
places, and I know this in a literal sense as I begin plans for my retreat into the

Scottish Highlands this May!

As we approach Easter, we are reminded that the Christian story does not end
with struggle or sorrow. The road to the cross is difficult, but it leads to

resurrection. The promise of Easter is that light shines even in the darkest
places, and that hope can rise where we least expect it.

This Lent, perhaps our calling is to become small signs of that hope. We can
pray for those who live amid conflict. We can show kindness in our

communities. We can choose patience over anger, compassion over
indifference, and reconciliation over division.

The world may feel uncertain, but the message at the heart of our faith remains
steady: God is at work even when we cannot see it clearly.



And so we continue our Lenten journey together, trusting that beyond the cross
lies the empty tomb, and beyond every season of unrest lies the possibility of

new life.

 

Services

Our next Monthly All-Age Service is
Sunday, 22nd March  







CHURCH NEWS

PRAYER DIARY
Prayer Diary for March

HERE

Diocesan Prayer Diary for March
HERE

There is the option to receive each daily entry by email, which arrives about
5.30am, so is available for you to read whenever your normal prayer time is. If

https://mcusercontent.com/98665ebb26012ec3452307241/files/7102e824-545e-57c8-e7ed-f36b02f20579/March_Prayer_Diary_booklet.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/98665ebb26012ec3452307241/files/84fc3865-e3c9-2437-0a7b-351e6274ca45/Diocesan_Prayers_March_2026.pdf


you would like to receive this daily email you can subscribe through the button
below:)

Subscribe to Daily Prayer Diary

Due to the generosity of our Church family and the wider
community we are in a much better financial position - but we

are still currently £3000 short of the current total. Are you able to
help in any way in reaching this milestone?

http://eepurl.com/hJPXib






The Church has been given blankets from
Dartford Borough Council through the

Governments Household Support Fund.
These are for anyone you think will be in need

over these colder months.
Please speak to one to the ministry team if

you would like any to hand out.



'Friends of St Peter & St Paul'
For more information, see the leaflets in Church or contact Revd

Charlie, the Church warden or the Administrator. 





 UPCOMING EVENTS

REGULAR EVENTS in the Church Centre



Next meeting - 7th April 2026
 



Next meeting 10th April 2026

Next meeting on Sunday 5th April

Next meeting Tuesday 14th April 2026



There will not be an Our Space session in March due to it
falling on Mothering Sunday. We will meet again on April19th

and have a Takeaway night.



COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Do you have time on your hands and the ability to knit? Would you like to knit
these special therapy toys for young children?

A worry monster is designed to discuss and reduce worries. Children write or
draw their worry onto a piece of paper and then feed it to their worry monster.
Once the monster has eaten it, the worry can then be discussed and shared



with an adult. There are also self image monsters to help children work through
these issues.

We are calling on all knitters to get involved in knitting these for donation to
Walk Tall's Children's Therapy. Ann Duke, CEO of Walk Tall, says 'Our child-
specialist psychotherapists use them. Each child is given their own Worry
Monster. It then becomes the child's friend and, as part of the therapeutic
process, gobbles up all their worries. We have so many little Twinkles (from 3
years old upwards!!) who are in therapy because of the trauma/abuse/neglect
they've suffered. The Worry Monsters are SO useful in externalising internal
states.'

If you would like to knit these for donation to Walk Tall Children's Therapy, 
then the patterns are on our Church Website under News and Events. Or why

not come along to St Peter and St Paul's Knit and Natter group on the first
Tuesday of every month, from 2pm-4pm. Wool can be supplied. Please

contact Revd Charlie if you would like more information.

Click here for knitting patterns

ACTIVITIES at ST MARY GREENHITHE

WEEKLY

Sticky Fingers
Every Tuesday 9.30am-11.30am (during term time)

Toddler group suitable from birth to 4 years. 
Follow us on Facebook SMG Family Ministry

 

Seniors Afternoon Tea
Every Tuesday 2pm -4pm.

mailto:revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9918/news/166587/calling-all-knitters-and-crocheters/


Everyone is welcome to come along for an afternoon of meeting
and making friends and conversation.

 Community Café.
 Every Wednesday 9am-1pm. Do come and join us.

For more information see the St Mary Greenhithe Facebook Page
 

Monthly Coffee Morning
with crafts, Bike repairs and Edible Ebbsfleet planting

3rd Saturday of the month.
9.30-11.30am

 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryGreenhithe


Current MCK Newsletter - February 2026

 
MCK Food Banks

We really appreciate your support of the MCK food banks and are very
grateful for all the donations we receive.

We are currently well stocked dure to the generosity of our community.

Although we are short of small jars of coffee and tinned carrots and
Potatoes, Men’s deodorant.

https://mcusercontent.com/98665ebb26012ec3452307241/files/c2c443a0-252b-39e2-3591-b4fcbdff8576/MCK_Newsletter_Feb_2026.pdf


Did you know that you can always give financially to help with the
everyday running costs of the charity. If you do wish to give this way

please leave any donations in an envelope in the Church office.

Please do not donate pasta at the current time as we have a huge excess.

Thank you xx
 

Rochester Diocese Vacancies

Diocese of Rochester Vision Update
 
Seeking first the Kingdom of God we are called together by God to

change, serve and grow with compassion, courage and creativity.

Did you know? In March 2025, the Diocese of Rochester secured nearly £11
million of funding from the National Church to support the Called Together
vision.

This is a nine-year programme of work to grow missional churches,
with missional leaders and missional disciples.

This is the largest external funding award the Diocese has received in support
of mission and ministry. It is designed to enrich every church setting.

An update has just been shared about how work around the vision is progressing

Please click here to go the website for more information.

https://rochester.anglican.org/xdb/vacancies
https://www.rochester.anglican.org/about-us/ourvision/progress-updates/


FUNDRAISING IDEAS



Or donate here

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/swanscombe-st-peter-w-st-paul-dartford/


HELP US RAISE MORE FUNDS FOR

CHURCH - we raised £20.75 with the

last batch of cartridges. Thank you.

If you have a printer at home or at

work and don’t know what to do with

the used cartridges, please drop them

in the box in the Church Centre and

we can receive up to £2 per cartridge. 

Only print cartridges though no laser or

toner cartridges. Thank you to

everyone who donated. 

   We are an Eco-Church

  Silver Award Winner!!
 

The overall aim of the Eco
Church award scheme is to

celebrate the ways that church
communities have been

engaging with caring for the



earth as a key part of our
Christian faith.

Have a chat with Steve, Helen
or Charlie to find out more.

NEWSLETTER- SHARE THE NEWS

If you know of others who would be interested in
receiving the St Peter and St Paul Newsletter, please ask
them to email me. I do not have a comprehensive email
list for the church, so I am relying on you sharing with
others about this newsletter to expand its reach and
ensure all are kept up to date with what is going on at St
Peter and St Paul.
Thank you.
Revd Charlie

CONTACT US



Revd Charlie Lloyd-Evans
Priest-in-Charge
Day off is Monday

Email:- revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com
Phone 01322 383160

Revd Bart Woodhouse
Curate

Day off is Friday
Email :- revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com

Phone 07383 334378

Church Wardens
Steve Groves

Email:- swgroves1@btinternet.com
Phone 01322 384184

Office Administrator
Jen White

Email:-admin@swanscombechurch.co.uk
Phone 07927 546172

Normal Office Hours are Monday 11am-2pm and Tuesday 9am - 1pm.

 

If you would like to make a donation to the ongoing mission and ministry of St
Peter and St Paul, Swanscombe,  you can do so by clicking this button, which
will take you to a payment portal. Thank you for your continued support of the

church.

DONATE TO ST PETER & ST PAUL

mailto:revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com
mailto:revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com
mailto:Revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com
mailto:swgroves1@btinternet.com
mailto:admin@swanscombechurch.co.uk
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/3bd584a8-9e46-4166-9fe9-3e6a8f3158b8
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