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15th March 
Mothering Sunday
Sunday and Weekday Service
	   
 Welcome!

	


	


The Collect
God of love, passionate and strong, tender and careful: watch over us and hold us all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hymns
120 Come down O love divine 
73 Bind us together 
328 I come with joy 
692 Tell out my soul 

First Reading, Exodus 2.1-10
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him for three months. When she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of the water.

Second Reading, Colossians 3.12-17
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Gospel, John 19:25b-27
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son." Then he said to his disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his own house. 

Post Communion
Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at the breast you feed us in this sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life: help us who have tasted your goodness to grow in grace within the household of faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Intercessions

The World: For peace in all areas of conflict in the world.  For those affected by fires, floods and earthquakes.  For emergency workers working in disaster areas.  For refugees, asylum seekers and agencies that help them. For good stewardship of the earth and its resources.

The Church: The unity of all Christians everywhere. Archbishop Stephen, Bishop Ruth, Archdeacon Pete.  Churches in the South Sefton Deanery, and local ecumenical partners.  

The Diocese: Christ Church Southport, The Ascension, Woolston, Birchwood, Woolston, St Paul, Penketh, St Philip Westbrook, St James Westbrook, St Phillip’s, St James, St Mary Great Sankey, Great Sankey School, St Margaret and All Hallows Orford, St Margaret’s School.

For those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit: Hewie, Graham Forrest, Olga Gregor, Jess Farrell, Edith Keeton, Joy Billington, Revd. Gregor Cuff.

For the departed remembered at this time: Lucy Gibney, Isabella Webster, Gwen Jarvis, Robert Acton, Marjorie Gaston, Hilda Hughes.

Notices

Compline: In addition to our other extra services and activities in the benefice during Lent, there will also be a regular weekly service of Compline (Night Prayer) at St Faith's at 6pm on Sundays.

Maundy Thursday Meal: We will again be holding a meal on Maundy Thursday 2nd April in the evening, which is followed by communion shared around the table. There will be a list to sign if you would like to come and share in the meal.



Events in our Deanery:

There will be an Evensong service with Lynn Rogers and the Southport U3A Choir at St Matthew's Church, Bootle on Sunday 22nd March - all are welcome!

Free English lessons at St Matthew’s Church, Bootle every Tuesday 3pm to 5pm, starting on Tuesday 14th April.  Contact improveyourenglish2026@outlook.com for information.

Benefice Lent Courses

We are running two courses in the benefice during Lent:

'Hear my prayer': a five-week course on Monday afternoons at 2.30pm, held at St Mary's - this will explore different approaches to prayer, and finish with an opportunity to write some prayers of our own for use at Easter. Week 1 - Introduction to Prayer; Week 2 - Collects; Week 3 - The Psalms; Week 4 - Intercessions; Week 5 - Composing Prayers for Easter.

'Draw Near': a six-week course on Monday evenings at 6.30pm, held at St Faith's - this will explore how we can cultivate habits and practices that will draw us nearer to God. Week 1 - Sharing in Prayer; Week 2 - Sharing the Scriptures; Week 3 - Sharing Communion; Week 4 - Sharing in Service; Week 5 - Sharing the Good News.

During Lent, we will also be offering a weekly meditative service of Stations of the Cross on Wednesday evenings at 6.30pm, at St Faith's; this will be preceded by a weekly service of Holy Communion using the liturgy from the Book of Common Prayer at 5.30pm, also at St Faith's.

Please see our new 'Upcoming Services and Events' section below for further information about dates and times - and please keep checking this new section as future worship and community occasions are announced (including our planned activities for Holy Week).

Upcoming Services and Events in the Benefice/Dates for your diary:

Sundays: 15th, 22nd March, 6pm, St Faith's – Compline. 

Mondays: 16th, 23rd March, 2.30pm at St Mary's - Lent Course 'Hear my prayer'.

Mondays: 16th, 23rd March, 6.30pm at St Faith's - Lent Course 'Draw Near'.

Wednesdays: 18th, 25th March, 5.30pm at St Faith's - Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion.

Wednesdays: 18th, 25th March, 6.30pm at St Faith's - Stations of the Cross.

	Services at St Mary’s

	

	This Sunday 10:00am, Eucharist
Mothering Sunday
	Peter Walker

	Monday, 4:00pm 
Evening Prayer
	Louis Johnson

	Wednesday, 10:30am
Eucharist
	Louis Johnson

	Next Sunday 10:00am, Eucharist
The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
	Janet Bissex
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