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What’s On at St. James Church 20th February 2026 onwards 


I hope you and your loved ones are doing well this week. Here is “What’s On” at St. James Church this week, as well as my weekly reflection (also available on the church website with added pictures!)
This week
Saturday 21st February 7pm: QUIZ NIGHT at St. James Church. Just come along if you don’t have a ticket. We would love to see you and the evening will be brighter if you are there.
Sunday 22nd February 11am: We will gather for worship at St. James. This is a service of Holy Communion and Kaobimnaetochi will be baptised. It promises to be a wonderful  start to our Lenten journey together. We gather before church at 10.30am for tea and coffee. Do join us then if possible
Monday to Friday at 8.30am and 6pm: Morning and Evening Prayer on ZOOM
[bookmark: _Hlk221790688]Tuesday to Saturday at 8.30am and 6pm: Morning and Evening Prayer in St. James Church (For more info see below)
Monday 23rd 12noon: Lunch at the Friendship Café (Free)
Tuesday 24th 10.30am Coffee and Chat: Friendship Café – All are welcome
Wednesday 25th 10am Lent Study Group:  St James Church (For more info see below)
Wednesday 25th 7pm Lent Study Group:  ZOOM (For more info see below)
Friday 27th 5-6.30pm New Youth Group: For Ages 11-17. (For more info see below)
Saturday 28th 10-12noon St James Gardening Club: If the weather is decent we will start sorting out the church grounds and making the church surroundings look beautiful and welcoming. If the weather is not so good we will work inside on the building. Sausage baps and plenty of tea and coffee for all. All ages welcomed to come along.

More Information and Looking Further Ahead
5 Week Lent Course:
This year the lent course is based on a booklet called “Draw Near”. These will be given out in church, delivered to the housebound, and available on the day of the course at St. James.
The 5 sessions are on Wednesday 25th Feb, and 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th March
10am: St James Church (in person), then repeated at 7pm: On Zoom

New Youth Group:
For 5 Fridays in Lent we will be re-starting the Youth Group for anyone between 11 and 17. We will discover what you want to see at your group and then help you to make it happen. When? 5-6.30pm What: Games, food, and conversation.
Dates: Friday 27th Feb, and 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th March
If the sessions go well we will keep it going after Easter.

In person prayers in Lent (Tuesday through Saturday)
Starting on Tuesday 24th and continuing until Saturday 4th April there will be morning and evening prayers in church at 8.30am and 6pm. This in-person prayer will complement the well-established Zoom prayers that will continue to take place.
The prayers in church will last for about 25 minutes and include an extended (10-15 minute) period of silent prayer.

Stone Soup Lunch
After our All-Age service on Sunday 1st March we will share a simple soup lunch. The Stone Soup story is an old Eastern European Fable about generosity and sharing. We trust our soup will have more than a stone in it! Do allow yourself an extra hour for church on that day so that we can all eat soup and bread together. Any food donations will go into the soup and any financial donations towards supporting the work of Christian charities overseas.

[image: A group of people walking on a path with signs

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Rev Steve’s week at St. James: Episode #15
Some thoughts and reflections on the last week at St. James, Barton and Tredworth. The picture is from last Tuesday when I (on the right) attempted to walk the Thames Path between Oxford and Abingdon but flooding stopped me!

Currently (still) reading (and still recommending): 
Liz Dodd “Easter in Disguise” The 2026 Lent Book
Sara Maitland “A book of silence”
Fun Fact of the week: A dual carriageway is not a road with two lanes on one or both sides. It is, in fact, any road that has a central reservation, even if that road has only one lane on either side. Who knew!

What do you do when you come to a road closed sign or, as I had on Tuesday, a path closed sign? Turn around and follow the yellow diversion signs? Scream and get google maps up on your phone? My first thought is always “Really? Is it really closed or are they just putting that sign up out of excessive caution? Or, perhaps they’ve fixed whatever it was but forgotten to taken the sign down?  So, whenever I come to “Closed” sign on a road or path I go past it. I would say that my success rate with this strategy is about 50%. On Tuesday I was not successful! My two friends and I made it about 4 miles beyond these signs, getting very wet feet in the process, before the sheer amount of water meant we had to turn back. So, I never got to witness the delightful sights and sounds of Abingdon. 
The next day, on Ash Wednesday, I took part in our service in the evening. It is one of the highlights of the church year. As a Priest it is a very special to mark each forehead with the sign of the cross and say “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return. Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ”. When we receive the ashes we are called to bare our whole selves to God, with no hiding or pretending; just to be honest about life and about death, and to find the faith and the courage to follow Christ wherever it may lead us.  Ash Wednesday cuts through all ideas that we can save ourselves and defeat our mortality through our own efforts. With that comes a sense of relief and freedom that life is not all up to us; God is involved too.
Ash Wednesday is also an invitation to go past the signs that have been erected in our life saying “No further”, “This way is closed”. Perhaps we put those signs up ourselves many years ago out of guilt, regret, or tiredness. Or, maybe others put those signs in our way out of care and concern, or otherwise. But now we can look at them with fresh eyes. We can look at them as God looks at them. Knowing that, like the woman accused of adultery, we are not condemned but liberated to journey forwards into this season of Lent with confidence and encouragement. The Christian faith is one that takes the stop signs that have been erected in our lives and says “I am with you, you can ignore those signs now…see what lies beyond. You might get wet feet, and you might even have to try again another day, but you will get there, and I will be with you each step of the way”.  Even unto Abingdon!
As always, if you would like me to pray for, or have a conversation about anything then do get in touch. I am available to listen and share in whatever might be arising for you at this time.
"Nothing can separate us from the love of God revealed to us in Christ Jesus" Eph8:38-39

With peace and blessings,
Rev Steve
07503164309
vicar@stjamesandchristchurch.uk
My day of rest this week is Monday 
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