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For further information please email: jenny477@btinternet.com
Facebook: St. Mary’s Church Gratwich

GRATWICH 100 CLUB – January 2026
1st  Jeff Goodwin (87)    2nd   Jayden Hulin (10)    3rd Charlotte Healy  (49)
February prizes will be drawn after the service on 22nd   February


February Church  Cleaning Rota  -  Sue Cotton  and Carolyn Hollins


St. Mary’s in Uttoxeter are collecting used Printer Ink Cartridges, Hearing Aids, Spectacles and mobile phones – the church is open on a Wednesday and there is a box by the South Door to put them in (the Elkes Room in church  does tea & cake on a Wednesday as well and is worth a visit).

Bramshall church are collecting blister packs that tablets come in – there is a box in their church.

And we are collecting used postage stamps – there is a box in church 


EVENTS COMING UP

Ash Wednesday Area Service - on the 18th February starting at 7.30pm.
In St. John’s Church, Marchington Woodlands.  
Let Jenny know if you would like a lift (01889502471)                 

World Day of Prayer
This year St. John’s Church in Kingstone is hosting the World Day of Prayer 
at 3.45pm on Friday 6th  March.  
Let Jenny know if you would like a lift (01889502471)                 

Gratwich Lent Lunch
Tuesday17th March            12.30 – 2.00pm in St. Mary’s Gratwich

Gratwich Barn Dance
Saturday 18th April 7.00pm in Kingstone Village Hall
Tickets: £15/£8 (inc supper) from Jenny (01889 502471)


	
FEBRUARY SERVICES IN ST. MARY’S

SUNDAY 8th February  11.15am HOLY COMMUNION
                                                                                            

[bookmark: _GoBack]SUNDAY 22nd    February  3.00pm  EVENING PRAYER 


Not much to report from January other than it went very quickly, there was a 
lot of weather, potholes in Gratwich are growing well, birds are eating a lot of peanuts, seeds, etc, our Charollais sheep have finished lambing, our Texel 
sheep are due to start any day and at last the daylight hours are starting to get longer (especially when we have the occasional sunny day).
Also there are snowdrops out in the churchyard.

This month the 18th February is Ash Wednesday the start of Lent this year 
as Easter is very early with Easter Sunday being on 5th April. 
There are various Lent Courses being held across the villages.
Please email or telephone Nicola at the area office for more details.
uttoxeterareaparish@outlook.com     Tel: 07365 608786

The PCC are in the process of formulating a Village Questionnaire which they 
are hoping to circulate during February – look out for more information in your letterboxes soon.

Last month we mentioned that there were events in the planning for 2026.
Apologies for forgetting to attach the list – here it is this time!

The first event will be our Lent Lunch on Tuesday 17th March in Church
let Carolyn (01889 502680) know if you would like to come.

The next event will be the Barn Dance on Saturday 18th April.
Tickets are available now from Jenny (01889 502471).



	



AREA LETTER  -       Do you make time for stillness in your routines?
It has taken me a while to sit down to write this. Somehow, I find I need to have a tidy house around me and feel on top of my regular tasks and housework before I feel comfortable enough to free my mind to think further. Even when I was rushing around with teaching and young children, I still had the same mind-set. “Unnecessary” I am sure many of you will be saying, “there are always jobs that can be found to do if you look!” However, having routines can help us feel more organized and balanced, bring us comfort and a sense of achievement. All useful things for our general wellbeing. In establishing a pattern of activities for our week we allocate time for work, keeping fit, socialising and, for some, worship. When we intentionally create balance, adding rest in to this, we experience peace amidst life’s demands.
This month we enter the church season of Lent noticeable probably by the displays of pancake mixes and lemons in shops! Traditionally Lent is a time of giving up rich foods such as chocolate, fasting or taking on certain Bible based studies.  The beginning of the season starts with reflective Ash Wednesday services and ends with the celebratory Easter Day ones. It marks the time when Jesus was out in the desert for 40 days and 40 nights fasting and praying. He took himself away from his established routines, finding solitude and stillness to prepare himself for the ministry and mission that God had, from the beginning of time, earmarked for him. Time without routine activities allowed time for prayer, for listening and for thinking – In today’s world we’d probably label this as a time of “self-reflection and renewal.”
Instead of giving up or taking on something this Lent, perhaps following Jesus’ example may prove more beneficial for our overall well-being. Why not build in deliberate time to stop and just be without feeling we are wasting time or being lazy.
“Be still and know that I am God.” – Psalm 46:10
This verse invites us to slow down, to make space for stillness in our routines and to give us time to connect more deeply with the world around us. 
There are free APPs that could help you with this. Why not try one? Here are a few:     Pray As You Go;     Everyday Faith;     Prayermate


Stephanie Goodwin UAP Reader
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