NEWSLETTER NUMBER 308
AN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE BISHOP OF BATH AND WELLS
It was announced last Sunday that Reverend Sarah Rowden will be continuing to develop her ministerial experience in the West Tone Benefice of Ashbrittle, Bathealton, Kittisford, Rockwell Green, Sampford Arundel, Stawley and Thorne St Margaret, with Reverend Andy Barton as her Training Incumbent.   This will enable Sarah to embrace new experiences and to further prepare her for her future ministry beyond curacy.   Sarah will be licensed in St. Bartholomew’s Church, Bathealton on Sunday 8th March 2026 during the Benefice All-Age Communion Service at 10.00am.

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 2026 – SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT
Our Sung Eucharist will start at 10.30 a.m.   The celebrant will be Rev David Burton.   There will be coffee and chat after the services, please stay if you can.

LOOKING FORWARDS – REV ANDY
Next week sees Ash Wednesday and the start of our pilgrimage through Lent.   Some of you may be looking forward to pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, or perhaps the last glass of wine for a few weeks instead.   As we approach Lent I think it is important to remember this: “I will put my instructions deep within them, and I will write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people” 	Jeremiah 31.33
     The work within us that goes on during Lent is not in our effort, but by the grace of God. So please be kind to yourself as you consider how to approach Lent.   The most important thing is to set aside time, perhaps more time than you may normally, to pray; to be available to God, that God may transform you deeply.
     Over the coming weeks there are several things that we are up to as a family of seven village churches who wish to encounter God and care for one another:
Ash Wednesday
There will be a service to mark the start of Lent at St. Peter’s Church, Greenham starting at 10.00am on Wednesday 18th February.    All are welcome to this short service during which there will be an opportunity, if you would like, to receive ashes. 
Lent Study
There are two options this year should you wish to be involved with others in a guided way through Lent:
1) The Church of England’s Lent resource this year is called Draw Near: Life-giving habits for Lent with reflections centred around a summary of the Christian Way.    There is an all age booklet to accompany the 40 days of Lent which you can see here: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-12/draw-near-with-40-acts-children-sample-pages.pdf   As you will see it has a 40 day challenge, a summary of which can be seen here: https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2026-01/dn-family-wallchart-v2.pdf   Those of you who use the Church of England’s Everyday Faith app will be able to follow this series via that in the normal way.   Anyone wishing to meet in person to pray together and share our experiences of the 40 acts, can do so fortnightly on Tuesdays 3rd, 17th and 31st of March. Please let me know if you would like to participate in these informal gatherings, thank you.


2) The Prayer Course
Alternatively, The Prayer Course is being run during Lent in Milverton on Monday mornings, starting at 9.30pm, in the Methodist Church.   All are welcome to attend for an hour or so. Further details can be obtained by emailing milverton.vicarage@gmail.com
ROTA FOR SUNDAY
Sidesmen:-  Jacquie Hockaday and Charlotte Pringle Kosikowsky
Reader:-       Melodie Lane
Coffee:-        Charlotte Pringle Kosikowsky and Jacquie Hockaday
Flowers:-     Jacquie Hockaday

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 15/2/2026 – SUNDY NEXT BEFORE LENT
Collect:- Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered death upon the cross: give us grace to perceive his glory, that we may be strengthened to suffer with him and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:-
Exodus Chapter 24, vv 12 – end 
2nd Peter Chapter 1, vv 16 – end
Matthew Chapter 17, vv 1 – 9 

PRAYER LIST 
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Eunice Durrance                                                                                                                    
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Mike Toogood 
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley
Susan Dobson                   
YEARS MIND FOR FEBRUARY
15th  Peggy Phillips
17th  Alan George Gregory
17th  Richard John Burge
18th  Leslie John (Jack) Grabham
20th  Wilfred Ernest Carmichael Stone

BIRTHDAY LIST
There are no known birthdays this week.

OUTREACH GROUPS
Soup ‘n’ a Bite
This will be tomorrow, Saturday 14th February 2026 at 12.00 noon.    It will be the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit.  The following meeting will be on 1st March 2026. 

Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 24th February 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.

Shanty Singing
The next meeting of this group will be at 6.00 p.m. on Sunday 1st March 2026.   You do not have to have been to any previous meeting to join any session of shanty singing.

Knit, Sew and Natter 
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 5th March 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual
meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

OUR NEXT SERVICES
Firstly there will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 22nd February 2026 with Rev Andy Barton as the celebrant.   There will be refreshments served after the service so please stay and chat.
Later, on the same day there will be the second Families@4 event.   This is aimed at primary school age children and involves craft, singing etc. along with refreshments.   This service starts at 4.00 p.m.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Palm Sunday - Sunday 29th March
This is the fifth Sunday in the month, and we will be gathering as a benefice for an All Age Communion service at St. Nicholas’ Church Kittisford at 10.00am. Further details will follow but please pencil this in your diaries now and think about who you can invite along from your local community.   As there has not been much appetite for organising a guest event later that day I am thinking instead of running something on the back of the service.   If you are up for helping with this please let me know ASAP, thanks.
There will also be a Sung Eucharist service at All Saints’ Church, Rockwell Green for those unable to travel to Kittisford.
Tuesday of Holy Week - Tuesday 31st March
There will be a Chrism Eucharist held in Wells Cathedral. I am thinking of going as it was a good experience previously.   Please let me know if you would like to come.
Maundy Thursday - Thursday 2nd April
We will be holding an informal Holy Communion over a shared meal in the evening.  Further details to follow.

OTHER INFORMATION
Good news
South East Water has finally lifted the hosepipe ban put on last summer.   It may have to go back on if they do not mend their collapsing water pipes!

Three letters appeared in the Daily Telegraph last Saturday under the headline “Britain’s precious churches face an intolerable burden”.
1) From Geoff Pringle of Long Sutton, Somerset, a trustee of his Gr 1 Listed church’s registered fund-raising charity said “It is galling to discover that, from April 1, more of our hard-earned funds will be diverted to the Exchequer will now be taxed for the first time in 20 years for roof repairs.”
2) From Sandy Pratt of Storrington, West Sussex says “The Church of England still intends to set aside £100 million to pay ‘reparations’ for its perceived wrongdoings several years ago in relation to the slave trade.   I suspect parishioners have little interest in such virtue-signalling; they want the money spent on paying vicars a proper wage and on much-needed repairs to parish churches.”
3) From Robert Crawley of Shanklin writes that he deplores the raising of VAT on church repairs but the real ‘elephant in the room’ is “represented by the billions of pounds in investments controlled by the Church Commissioners.”   He wonders why the ordinary taxpayer should contribute when the central Church could alleviate funding pressures by using a small part of its investment portfolio,
 Rev Andrew Norris writes:-
The “Home Service” is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am and repeated Sunday at 10.00 am.  This week: John Salter, secretary of Churches Together in Wellington, leads our act of our worship and will also talk about what to expect at the forthcoming AGM of Churches Together, celebrating the life of the churches in the town.

FUN CORNER
I visited an old friend in Taunton last week and she had two posters on the kitchen wall that made me smile.   Sadly, I am having to type them out as the glass made it impossible to get a clear view of the words.

5 DEADLY TERMS USED BY A WOMAN
1 – FINE
[image: ]This is the word women use to end an argument when she knows she is right and you need to shut up.
2 – NOTHING
Means ‘something’ and you need to be worried.
3 – GO AHEAD
This is a dare, not permission, don’t do it.
4 – WHATEVER 
A woman’s way of saying screw you.
5 – IT’S O.K.
She is thinking long and hard on how and when you will pay for your mistake.
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