For your prayers for next week:
Sunday	The work of Marie Curie nurses
Monday 	British servicemen and women across 
	    the world
Tuesday	St Johns Hospice, Moggerhanger
Wednesday	For peace across the world
Thursday	Farmers & farmworkers in our Benefice
	Friday	 Those who are recently bereaved
	Saturday	 Team GB athletes competing in the
		    Winter Olympics
Those out 
y	And for those in our Benefice:
Sunday  	Julie Davies(P), Kath Ellison(T), David Evans(P)
Monday	Jean Farmbrough(P), ffoll & Lulu Fisher(T)
Tuesday 	Graham Franklin(T), David & Lindsay Fraser(T), Ivy Game(P)
Wednesday Pam Gee(P), Cristina, Paul & Nicholas Goldwin(M), Brenda Harding(P)
Thursday    Rev Stephen Heap, Catherine, Andrea, Thomas & James Hill(M)
Friday 	Debby & Terry Horsman(P), Margaret Ibbett(M)
Saturday 	Tom, Debby & Alice Inskip(M)HOW TO CONTACT US:
Rev. Jes Salt’s contact details:  Jes can be contacted on:  jes.salt@btinternet.com, 01234 918027 or 07879 286605.

Benefice Website: found via: www.mptchurches.org.uk.

Benefice Administrator:  Sarah Croft, tel: 07986 153423, parishbeneficeoffice@gmail.com

Facebook pages.  We have two FaceBook pages:  MPT Churches (Milton Ernest, Pavenham and Thurleigh) and All Saints Milton Ernest.  Have a look and give us a ‘like’! 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsMiltonErnest
https://www.facebook.com/MPT-Churches-Milton-Ernest-Pavenham-Thurleigh




Safeguarding.   Just a reminder that your Parish Safeguarding Officers are:
Milton Ernest:  Lynne Quarmby
Pavenham:  Currently vacant, but please direct any concerns to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team, 01727 818107 or in an emergency, the police.
Thurleigh:  Lindsay Fraser








NOTICES FOR 8th FEBRUARY 2026Milton Ernest, Pavenham and Thurleigh Churches


Services for Sunday 8th February, 2nd Sunday before Lent  FOOD BANK SUNDAY
10am, Holy Communion, Milton Ernest
11.15am, Morning Worship, Pavenham
11.15am, Morning Worship, Thurleigh, taken by Sue Ives
3.30pm, Messy Church, Pavenham
Readings:  Romans 8.18-25 and Matthew 6.25-end

Collect for 4th Sunday before Lent:  Lord of the hosts of heaven, our salvation and our strength, without you we are lost: guard us from all that harms or hurts and raise us when we fall; through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen.

Services for Sunday 15th February, Sunday next before Lent
10am, Morning Worship, Milton Ernest
11.15am, Morning Worship, Pavenham, taken by Rev Stephen Heap
11.15am, Holy Communion, Thurleigh
Readings:  2 Peter 1.16-end and Matthew 17.1-9

Romans 8.18-25.   I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed.  For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope  that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies.  For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?  But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

Matthew 6.25-end.   ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes?  Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?  Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?
28 ‘And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labour or spin.  Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these.  If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you – you of little faith?  So do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?”  For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Forthcoming Children’s Events across the Benefice!
Sunday 8th February, Messy Church, 3.30pm – 4.30pm, St Peter’s Pavenham.  We have lots of fun activities and crafts planned for our first Messy Church.  Do come and join us!
Wednesday 11th February, Meeting Place 
and Let’s Go Build, 3pm, St Peter’s, Thurleigh



[image: ]
Donations urgently needed: Tinned Meat, Jars of Coffee, UHT (Long Life) Milk, UHT (Long Life) Fruit Juice, Tinned Rice Pudding, Bars of Chocolate, Laundry Tablets, Deodorant

Please note that our Ash Wednesday service will take place at 7.30pm on Wednesday 18th February at All Saints, Milton Ernest. 

Snowdrop Garden Open Days.  The Bishop of St Albans’ Garden is open for visitors with all proceeds going directly to Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust.  The dates are Saturday 14th & Sunday 15th February and Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd February from 2-4pm.  Entry £5 per adult.  All invited!
Please note.  The funeral of John Worth is on Tuesday 24th February, 1.45pm at the chapel at Bedford Crematorium followed by burial in the cemetery there at 2.30pm. All are welcome but the family request those attending not to wear black.

Lent Course.  This year’s Lent Course starts on  Wednesday 25th February, 7.30pm at The Vicarage.

Pavenham’s Tuesday Lunch.    The next lunch will be on Tuesday 3rd March at Pear Tree.

APCM’s
Pavenham: Sunday 8th March, after the 11.15am service
Thurleigh: Sunday 22nd March, after the 11.15am service
Milton Ernest:  Sunday 12th April, after the 10am service

Bingo Night at Milton Ernest Village Hall on Thursday 19th March at 7.30pm.  Doors open at 7pm.  Prices to include a hotdog: adults £7.50 and children £4.  All proceeds to All Saints.
 
[image: ]LEGO.  We would be most grateful for any LEGO pieces anyone can spare, particularly trees, animals and biblical type figures for our after school LEts GO build activity!

Reading the Bible in a year!.  It is good to have a habit of regularly reading the bible. The attached link gives a series of reading with helpful comment. It covers the whole of the Bible in a year, but if that is too daunting then do what you can. Have a word with Jes if you would like some help with this. 
Here is the link - bible@alpha.org.

Prayer/Home Groups. We all care for our communities and believe God answers prayer. So  do come and join us as we pray for where we live.   At present the groups are meeting as follows:
Pavenham: first and third Wednesday, 7.30pm, see Jes for details; Thurleigh: each Tuesday at 7pm at 2 High St; 
Milton Ernest:  second and fourth Thursday of each month at 2pm at the Vicarage.   Please have a word with Jes
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