Church notices 8th. Feb. for the parishes of St John the Baptist Ruardean, Holy Jesus Lydbrook and Holy Trinity Drybrook.
These notices are also available on www.achurchnearyou.com  

Firstly thank you so much to all who came to our Benefice Communion last week, to the gathering in the village hall afterwards and to those who enabled those events to happen. It was so lovely to see and hear a full church and to be with people from our church and wider communities who I’ve got to know over these past years. Thank you for your kind words delivered by Bp. Christopher as the gathered feathers of people’s memories! Thank you too for the very generous cheque and the beautiful flowers. 
It will take me a bit of time to get myself out of the Rectory! As you will appreciate these last couple of years have not been quite what I was expecting. Thank you for welcoming my mum into our communities and looking after her while I’ve been ‘up front’ she has much enjoyed your company. 
Circumstances have meant that I don’t have a retirement home lined up. In the first instance I shall put the things I want to keep into storage and hopefully find good homes for the rest. Let me know if you or someone you know needs anything! Then I shall take mum back to her bungalow in south devon and stay with her as long as she needs care. And then……………..   who knows? I’d like to go somewhere near the sea so I can swim and somewhere I can ride my bike! Memories of my time in ‘The Forest’ will join those of the many other places I’ve lived and people I’ve met who have enriched my life.  This June will mark 40 years of full time church ministry which I have loved. As the rule of the community I have links with, in the States says, God calls us to that state of life, marriage, singleness, community life, ordained or lay, which is most for our salvation. I thank God for calling me to be a priest and thank God for my time with you. May you continue to know God’s blessing as you seek God’s will for your lives and for the life of the church in these parishes. Clare  

THIS SUNDAY – 1st. February 
10.30am. – 2nd. Sunday before Lent. 
Benefice Communion at Lydbrook with Bp. Christopher. 
Readings:   
 
NEXT SUNDAY      
15th. February 10.30am. – Sunday before Lent. 
Benefice Communion at Ruardean. 

This week. 
Thursday 12th. February at 2.30pm. Funeral of Jackie Orman at Ruardean Church. We give thanks for her life within our congregation and pray that she may rest in peace and rise in glory.
Sunday Benefice Communion service venues –
15th. February – Sunday before Lent – Ruardean. 
22nd. February – Lent 1 – Drybrook
1st. March – Lent 2 – Lydbrook
8th. March – Lent 3 – Ruardean
15th. March – Mothering Sunday – Drybrook
22nd. March – Passion Sunday – Lydbrook
29th. March – Palm Sunday – Ruardean.
5th. April – Easter - Drybrook
 
Other Benefice services  
18th. February - Ash Wednesday – Lent begins  
10.30am. Holy Communion with ‘ashing’ at Ruardean.
2nd. April - Maundy Thursday 7pm. Communion of the Last Supper, Ruardean
3rd. April – Good Friday 2pm. Last Hour at the Cross – Lydbrook
 
MORE ABOUT THE APPROACHING VACANCY
Revd. Bea Erskine as Area Dean becomes priest in charge, and is there for assistance when needed but not for the day to day things which will be handled by churchwardens at Drybrook and Ruardean and nominated people at Lydbrook. They will be supported by Tony our benefice reader and Bp Christopher and you! 
Any details for the notice sheet should go to George Lewis our benefice admin support who will also ensure details of Sunday services are displayed at our churches and on social media. She will continue to deal with School Room bookings at Drybrook, the admin for weddings and some financial bits and pieces. Each of our parishes pays George for the work she does so do please channel any requests via churchwardens.   
Churchyard memorial applications will go via churchwardens to the Area Dean. 
Tony will be the first point of contact for the occasional pastoral offices, funerals, burial of ashes, baptisms and weddings, involving admin and members of the congregation as appropriate. 
If you need pastoral support please do approach anyone you think appropriate.  
    
BIRTHDAYS –
Birthday greetings to all who are celebrating this week.
  

COMMUNITY NOTICES
Every 2nd. Tuesday of the month, Meet and Eat at The Pludds, Village Hall. 11am – 2pm. A warm place to meet, chat and share. Light lunches tea, coffee and cakes. Further information from Sue Barber on 01594 861180
 
Every Thursday morning 10:30–12 noon, treat yourself to a cup of tea or coffee with a fresh slice of cake for only £1.50. Ruardean Woodside Village Hall.
 
Fridays 10am. -12noon. Coffee, cake and conversation. Ruardean warm space. Ruardean Memorial Hall. Post office van outside from 10 -11am.
 
For our prayers:
Those who are unwell - Doris, Liz, Rose, Malcolm & June, Lisa,
Janet, Glyn, David, Dave P, Dave M. and Keith Thompson.
 
Those we have known and loved who have died particularly Jacqueline Orman and all whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

