NEWSLETTER NUMBER 307
All our outreach groups meet just once a month.   There are always other church members attending to make introductions etc so why not give one of them a try. You will be sure of a warm welcome and share some excellent conversation with refreshments as appropriate to each group.

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2026 – 2ND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
This will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m.   The celebrant will be Rev David Burton.   There will be refreshments served after the service so [lease stay and chat if possible.

LOOKING FORWARDS – REV ANDY
Gratitude for promises delivered
This Sunday is Racial Justice Sunday.    It is a day for churches to reflect on the importance of racial justice, to give thanks for the gifts and beauty of human diversity and to commit to end acts of discrimination.   What has this to do with us, I have heard some say.    We live in a part of the world, indeed a part of the country, where racism is not a problem.   Sadly, this could not be further from the truth.   We have many people who face discrimination daily, both in our towns and our gentle rural villages.
In the past fortnight locally, I have bumped into attitudes that reveal a displeasure, dislike and in some cases outright animosity towards people who “are not like us”, specifically, Jews and Muslims, as well as towards people, whatever their faith, who were born outside the UK. 
     Jesus calls on his followers not to tolerate or even accept their neighbours, but to love them, regardless of how they look or what they believe.   Sometimes this is not an easy ask, but it is one that is asked of those who follow a Saviour who gave his life for all out of love.   What is more, while we often hear about who belongs in or who should be excluded from a country or kingdom, as Christians the only kingdom we should truly be focusing on is the Kingdom of God.   A kingdom built on love, justice, compassion, mercy, truth, unity and hope.
Across our parishes, there are frightened and vulnerable people. It is a simplistic act to draw boundaries and take sides; but in all the dialogue, in all the protesting and counter-protesting, in the heated exchanges and in the spaces in between, it is essential to seek God and to understand how God would have us be with each other, especially those we perceive as the enemy.
     Our vision is to be a family of seven village churches where people encounter God and care for each other.  Whenever we find ourselves judging a fellow worshipper, church, or leader for their difference, we are called to love them, the same applies to non-worshippers too.   The command, 'Love your neighbour as yourself', is rooted in Jewish and Christian teachings, but asks for more than just thoughts and prayers.   Do we let fear shape our actions, or love?   Fear says, “There isn't enough money, there isn't enough to go around” but love says, “Here is a person, here is a neighbour, here is someone made in the image of God”.   When Jesus told us to love our neighbour, he didn't add, “So long as they were born on your street” or “So long as they look like you, or vote like you”.  He just said, “Love them”.
Over the coming month why not get out of your comfort zone and place yourself alongside those who are not like you?   Check out what’s coming up in the latest edition of What’s On West Tone, or look on our website westtone.org.uk, or our Insta and Facebook profiles @westtonebenefice   What part could you play, as together we seek to share the message of God’s love, with everyone?

ROTA FOR SUNDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2026 – 2ND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
Sidesmen:- Jacquie Hockaday and Ann Fry
Reader:-      Stephanie Emery
Coffee:-       Jacquie Hockaday and Ann Fry
Flowers:-     Jacquie Hockaday

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2026
Collect:- Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and made us in your own image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works and your likeness in all your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:-
Genesis Chapter 1, vv 1 – Chapter 2, vv 3
Romans Chapter 8, vv 18 – 25 
Matthew Chapter 6, vv 25 – end 

PRAYER LIST 
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Eunice Durrance                                                                                                                    
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Mike Toogood 
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley
Susan Dobson                   

YEARS MIND FOR FEBRUARY
11TH Katharine Janet Merry
12TH Guilia (Julia) Carne
12TH Elizabeth (Margaret) Jones
13TH Florence (Mary) Young
15TH Peggy Phillips

BIRTHDAY LIST FOR FEBRUARY
10TH  Sioned Barton
We hope you have a great celebration with someone else in your family making the cake!

OUTREACH GROUPS
Soup ‘n’ a Bite
This will be tomorrow, Saturday 14th February 2026 at 12.00 noon.    It will be the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit.  The following meeting will be on 1st March 2026. 

Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 24th February 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.

Shanty Singing
The next meeting of this group will be at 6.00 p.m. on Sunday 1st March 2026.   You do not have to have been to any previous meeting to join any session of shanty singing.

Knit, Sew and Natter 
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 5th March 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual
meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

OUR NEXT SERVICE
This will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 15th February 2026.    The celebrant will be Rev David Burton   refreshments will be served after the service.

OTHER INFORMATION
Rev Andrew Norris writes
The “Home Service” is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am and repeated Sunday at 10.00 am.  It is also available via the internet at any time on www.10radio.org .    This week: Martin and Angela Valuks from Wiveliscombe look to bring some light into our lives as their act of worship focusses on this theme.   We also hear more about the Anna Chaplaincy work in which Angela is involved, particularly at Pulsford Lodge Care Home.
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