The Church of St Mary the Virgin, Parish of Welwyn, 
Welwyn Team, Diocese of St Albans
THE SUNDAY BEFORE LENT	
SUNDAY 15TH  FEBRUARY 2026







8am Said Eucharist 
9.30am Parish Eucharist, with Junior Church 
(Common Worship Order 1)

Welcome! If you are new to this church please introduce yourself to one of the clergy and take a newcomers’ leaflet. 
There is an induction loop for those with hearing aids.
All children, regular and visitors, are 
welcome to Junior Church

Please join in the words in Bold in the order of service



THE SERVICE BEGINS HERE: 


Please stand to sing HYMN 

CHRIST is the world's true Light,
Its Captain of salvation,
The Daystar shining bright
To every man and nation;
New life, new hope awakes,
Where'er men own his sway:
Freedom her bondage breaks,
And night is turned to day.

2 In Christ all races meet,
Their ancient feuds forgetting,
The whole round world complete,
From sunrise to its setting:
When Christ is throned as Lord,
Men shall forsake their fear,
To ploughshare beat the sword,
To pruning-hook the spear.

3 One Lord, in one great name
Unite us all who own thee;
Cast out our pride and shame
That hinder to enthrone thee;
The world has waited long,
Has travailed long in pain;
To heal its ancient wrong,
Come, Prince of Peace, and reign.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
and also with you.

The deacon introduces the confession 

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

The priest pronounces God's forgiveness

‘What are we thinking about today?’ 
– then Junior Church leaves for Church House



We remain standing to sing:

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
Glory to God in the highest
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

We remain standing for the collect:

Let us pray: 

Almighty Father,
whose Son was revealed in majesty
before he suffered death upon the cross:
give us grace to perceive his glory,
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen


We sit to listen to this Sunday’s bible readings.

A reading from the Book of Exodus (24:12-18), 
(read by Fiona McDonald)

12The LORD said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.’ 13So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14To the elders he had said, ‘Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.’
15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

A reading from the Second Letter of Peter (1:16-21), 
(read by Rowena McDonald) 

16We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honour and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 18We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
9So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 


This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.




Please stand to sing the HYMN:

'TIS good, Lord, to be here!
Thy glory fills the night;
Thy face and garments, like the sun,
Shine with unborrowed light.

2 'Tis good, Lord, to be here,
Thy beauty to behold,
Where Moses and Elijah stand,
Thy messengers of old.

3 Fulfiller of the past,
Promise of things to be,
We hail thy Body glorified,
And our redemption see.

4 Before we taste of death,
We see thy kingdom come;
We fain would hold the vision bright,
And make this hill our home.

5 'Tis good, Lord, to be here!
Yet we may not remain;
But since thou bidst us leave the mount
Come with us to the plain.


Please remain standing and face the gospel:

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
(17:1-9)  Glory to you, O Lord.

1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’ 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not be afraid.’ 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.
9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit for the Sermon: John Burnapp, Reader 

Please stand to affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Please sit or kneel for the intercessions

Sick:  Joan Gould, Pauline Lebeau, Graeme Emery, Shem Biran, Mary Beard, Ann Gurney, Elizabeth Holloway, Lurlene Champagnie,  Penny Swain, Georgina Laval, Glynis Johnstone, Rod and Pip Dowdell, Matthew Codd, David Wilsher, Anne Symonds, Peter Branchflower, Patricia Brattle, Margaret Paterson, Kath Meredith, Beth Bates, Dennis Linder, Vickie Harris, Richard Bratfish, David Mardlin

Departed: Keith Thompson, Mary Strazza, Robin Marson, Kathlyn Dinsdale, Jean Miskin, Jean Connor, Roland Jackson, Graham Rogers, Helen Spooner, Roger Trigg, Gillian Adams

We use the following response

Lord, in your mercy,     
hear our prayer

And at the end

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Please stand for The Peace, which the priest introduces 
with a sentence from Scripture

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you.

We share the peace with our neighbours


Please support the work of our church if you are able

In common with all other Church of England churches, Welwyn St Mary receives no money from the State or the Church of England. We are entirely dependent on donations from parishioners and visitors to support our church and its work in the community.

There will be no collection during the service, so
· If you wish to donate by card, please use the Giving Station by the door
· If you wish to donate by mobile phone, please use the QR code below
· If you wish to donate cash, place it in the offertory plate as you leave the church, please use a yellow envelope if you would like us to gift-aid your donation.

Please would you consider supporting us by regular giving? We are members of the Parish Giving Scheme (see parishgiving.org.uk and search for Welwyn St Mary). You may choose monthly, quarterly or annual giving. Thank you
[image: A qr code on a white background
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We sing the HYMN:

BRIGHT the vision that delighted
Once the sight of Judah's seer;
Sweet the countless tongues united
To entrance the prophet's ear.

2 Round the Lord in glory seated
Cherubim and seraphim
Filled his temple, and repeated
Each to each the alternate hymn;

3 'Lord, thy glory fills the heaven;
Earth is with its fullness stored;
Unto thee be glory given,
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord,'

4 Heaven is still with glory ringing,
Earth takes up the angels' cry,
'Holy, Holy, Holy,' singing,
'Lord of hosts, the Lord most high.'

5 With his seraph train before him,
With his holy Church below,
Thus unite we to adore him,
Bid we thus our anthem flow:

6 'Lord, thy glory fills the heaven;
Earth is with its fullness stored;
Unto thee be glory given,
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord.'





The priest gives thanks over the bread and over the wine, and the people respond:

Blessed be God for ever



The Eucharistic Prayer
Please remain standing throughout the prayer, but sit if you need to 

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, ..

 … we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

All glory be to you, our heavenly Father, …

… which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.


Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again

Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father, …

… in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please kneel or sit



As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread.

We sing:


Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us (x2)
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.


Please move for communion following the direction of the stewards. All are welcome to come to the rail. Baptised Christians are welcome to receive the bread and the wine, all others are welcome to come for a blessing (please indicate this by crossing your arms and bowing your head). 

During communion the choir sings the anthem
 ‘My eyes for beauty pine’   by H Howells



And then we sing the HYMN:

1 Jesus, these eyes have never seen
that radiant form of thine;
the veil of sense hangs dark between
thy blessèd face and mine.

2 I see thee not, I hear thee not,
yet art thou oft with me;
and earth hath ne'er so dear a spot
as where I met with thee.

3 Yet, though I have not seen, and still
must rest in faith alone,
I love thee, dearest Lord, and will,
unseen, but not unknown.

4 When death these mortal eyes shall seal,
and still this throbbing heart,
the rending veil shall thee reveal
all glorious as thou art.

We pray together:
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory. Amen.

The notices and banns of marriage are given




Then we stand to sing HYMN:

LIGHT of the minds that know him,
May Christ be light to mine!
My sun in risen splendour,
My light of truth divine;
My guide in doubt and darkness,
My true and living way,
My clear light ever shining
My dawn of heaven's day.

2 Life of the souls that love him,
May Christ be ours indeed!
The living bread from heaven
On whom our spirits feed;
Who died for love of sinners
To bear our guilty load,
And make of life's brief journey
A new Emmaus road.

3 Strength of the wills that serve him,
May Christ be strength to me,
Who stilled the storm and tempest,
Who calmed the tossing sea;
His Spirit's power to move me,
His will to master mine,
His cross to carry daily
And conquer in his sign.

4 May it be ours to know him
That we may truly love,
And loving, fully serve him
As serve the saints above;
Till in that home of glory
With fadeless splendour bright,
We serve in perfect freedom
Our strength, our life, our light.

The priest says the blessing ending:

…be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

The ministers and people depart.

The organist plays a voluntary

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in New Church House. 
Please take this booklet with you book.
[image: ]









Lent Groups 2026
Groups start on or after Monday 23rd February
there are five weeks in the course

‘Theme – how to share your Faith’

Tuesday 7.30 – St Michael’s Woolmer Green group
Led by Nicky Jackson, Colin and Usha Hull, Host: Sue Keach,
4 Roundabout Lane, AL6 0TH, 01438 716657

Wednesday 10.30am - St Mary’s Church House
Led by David Munchin -  01438 714150

Wednesday 7.45 for 8pm - 1 Codicote Road, Welwyn
Led by Gay and Mike Carpenter 01438 718439
(NB 25th March in Church house)

Thursday 7pm at Codicote Parish Centre (next to St Giles Church) led by Catherine Jupp 07811255311

Friday 10.30am - Time for Reflection Group at St. Mary’s
Church House   -  Contact Mavis Francis 01438 487851

Friday 12noon – Datchworth Church Hall
Led by Susannah Underwood and Jo Sampson - 01438 817183
Beginning with soup lunch – starting 27th February






































NOTICES

Funerals at St. Mary’s   ….
· Wednesday 18th February - 11am  - the funeral of Kathlyn Dinsdale (‘Katie’). 
· Wednesday 25th February 2pm – The funeral of Roger Trigg


Community Lunch is Monday 23rd February at 1pm.  
The cost will be £20 – you can pay on the day in cash.
Place the exact money in an envelope with your name and Feb community lunch & any dietary needs. 
There is a sheet on the crossing table please write your name, telephone number and any dietary requirements onto it to reserve your place by 20th February. 

Confirmations – Sunday 26th July at 6.30pm
If you are interested in being confirmed, then please do speak with Susannah.  A short course exploring faith will begin in Spring.

The Church Office hours are:  
Mon, Tues – 9-1pm & Fridays – 9-12noon
Clergy surgery particularly for bookings of marriages and baptisms
  
The Rector: The Rev’d Dr David Munchin, rector@welwyn.org.uk, 01438 714150

Parish Office:  stmaryswelwyn@gmail.com  01438 840964
For more information our website is found at https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7876/






· Prayer services across the week within the Team

Monday 	5pm - Evening Prayer at St Peter’s – Tewin
Tuesday 	8:30am - Morning Prayer at St Giles - Codicote 
Wednesday 	8am - Bible study breakfast at St.Mary’s - Welwyn
9am - Morning prayer at St Mary’s - Welwyn
                    	9.30am – Eucharist at St. Mary’s – Welwyn
Thursday 	5pm - Evening Prayer at All Saints - Datchworth 
Friday 	8:30am - Morning Prayer at St Michael’s, Woolmer Green                           
Saturday 	9-9.30am – Team Prayers at St Mary’s - Welwyn



Diary of Events this week – 15th February   
The office is shut – re-opening Tuesday 24th February 
It is half term this week

Sunday		NO EVENING SERVICE TONIGHT 
			
Monday		9.30am	Patchwork Group
			
Shrove Tuesday	10-12am	Community Café
11.00am	Pancake Race NB@ Burnham Green 
			 8.00pm	Bell Ringing Practice

Ash Wednesday	11am		FUNERAL of Katie Dinsdale
					Followed by reception in CH
			 2.00pm	Play & Praise
8.00pm	Sung Ash Wednesday Eucharist with imposition of ash 
					
Thursday		10.00am	Knitting Group
2.00pm	Arpeggios 
7.30pm	Adult Choir 
			
Friday			10.30am	Time for Reflection						3.00pm	BLESSING of Alex & Rashi

Saturday		10-11am	Clergy Office 
10-11am	Coffee Morning in CH
			

	Sunday 22nd February  – 1st Sunday of Lent 
  8.00am	Said Eucharist  			
  9.30am	Café Church Service
 			  6.30pm	Parish Eucharist 


Readings for 22nd February
Genesis 2: 15-17, 3: 1-7
Romans 5: 12-19
Matthew 4: 1-11
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