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Collect 

Grant, Lord, 
that we who are baptised into the death 
of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
may continually put to death our evil desires 
and be buried with him; 
and that through the grave and gate of death 
we may pass to our joyful resurrection; 
through his merits, 
who died and was buried and rose again for us, 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
1 Peter 4:  1-8 

Since, therefore, Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same intention 
(for whoever has suffered in the flesh has finished with sin), so as to live for the rest of your 
time in the flesh no longer by human desires but by the will of God. You have already spent 
enough time in doing what the gentiles like to do, living in debauchery, passions, 
drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless idolatry. They are surprised that you no longer 
join them in the same excesses of dissipation, and so they blaspheme. But they will have to 
give an accounting to him who stands ready to judge the living and the dead. For this is the 
reason the gospel was proclaimed even to the dead, so that, though they had been judged in 
the flesh as everyone is judged, they might live in the spirit as God does. 

The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of 
your prayers. Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude 
of sins. 

Matthew 27:  57 - 66 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph, who also was 
himself a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate 
ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 
and laid it in his new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to 



the door of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, 
sitting opposite the tomb. 

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees 
gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still 
alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ Therefore command the tomb to be made secure 
until the third day; otherwise, his disciples may go and steal him away and tell the people, 
‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception would be worse than the first.” 
Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” So they 
went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. 

Or: 

John 19:  38-42 

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one 
because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate 
gave him permission, so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come 
to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a 
hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, 
according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he 
was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 
And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and the tomb was nearby, they laid 
Jesus there. 
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