Sunday 8th February 2026
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[bookmark: _heading=h.r1mt2ot7vygf]Welcome to our churches of St Mary’s Aspenden, St Peter’s Buntingford and St Mary the Virgin Westmill. Whoever you are, wherever you’ve come from, you are welcome! If this is your first visit, please do introduce yourselves to the clergy and stay for coffee after the service to meet others

Romans 8. 18-25(NRSVA)
 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Matthew 6:25-End (NRSVA)
25 ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28 And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” 32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
34 ‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.

Collect
Almighty God,
give us reverence for all creation
and respect for every person,
that we may mirror your likeness
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Post Communion
God our creator, by your gift
the tree of life was set at the heart of the earthly paradise, and the bread of life at the heart of your Church:
may we who have been nourished at your table on earth be transformed by the glory of the Saviour’s cross and enjoy the delights of eternity;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.


Remembering in our prayers:
Sheila, Lil, Evelyn, Jackie, Christine, Kathe, Judy, Jenny, Russell, Hilary, Phyllis, Jane, Lisa, Clive, Ailsa, Elaine.

Sunday Services & Morning Prayer

Receiving Communion If you wish to receive the bread with the wine by intinction only, the presiding priest will do this for you. Please indicate your preference by pointing to the chalice when the priest comes to give you the bread. 

Sunday 15th February
9:30am Holy Communion – St Mary’s Aspenden
11am Holy Communion – St Peter’s Buntingford

Morning Prayer – Held 9am to 9:30am, weekly on 
Tuesday at St Peter’s Buntingford
Wednesday St Mary the Virgin, Westmill and Thursdays at St Mary’s, Aspenden 
for further details chat with Kirsty or Sarah.

Sunday 22nd February
9:30am Sung Eucharist – St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
11am Morning Worship – St Peter’s, Buntingford

Sunday 1st March
9:30am All Age Worship – St Mary’s the Virgin Westmill
9:30 Morning Worship – St Mary’s, Aspenden
11am Holy Communion – St Peter’s, Buntingford

Sunday 8th March 
9:30am Sung Eucharist – St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
9:30am All Age Worship – St Mary’s, Aspenden
11am All Age Worship – St Peter’s, Buntingford


News & Notices from our Churches[image: Church as a family - Surviving Church] and Community

St Peter’s Cleaning Rota
We are looking to restart the cleaning rota at St Peter’s. With 8 volunteers, the commitment would be only 2 hours/month working in pairs. More volunteers would share this even more. Please contact Kirsty if you can help St Peter’s church in this important role. 

St Mary the Virgin Westmill Building Project  Phase1update: flagstones have been laid for the new welcome area and the team are working on the next stages of the programme of work. Donations towards this 4-stage project are still much needed. Please speak to Sue, Colin or Kirsty if you are able to support this.

Monday Morning Coffee at St Peter’s Church 
Held weekly at 10am – 12pm every Monday except a Bank Holiday.  This coffee morning is growing with lots of people attending and making friends. 
There is the opportunity for prayer too. Do pop in and join us. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.szgzlc165c82]
Little Lambs, St Mary the Virgin Westmill Held weekly on Wednesday 10am – 11:30am term time only, for pre-school children and their grown-ups. A very informal social and worship occasion for pre-school children and their carers. We sing songs, along with lots of fun activities.

Snowdrop Garden – Possibly for the Last Time
The Bishop of St Albans’ Garden will open for what may be the final time this February, with thousands of snowdrops and early bulbs in bloom.
All proceeds support the Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust.
Dates: 14 & 15 Feb; 21 & 22 Feb Time: 2–4pm
Location: Abbey Gate House, Abbey Mill Lane, AL3 4HD   Entry: £5 per adult
A warm invitation to enjoy the garden’s early spring beauty and help care for our historic churches.

Tuesday 17th February, 4pm St Peter’s Church
Calling all Children for some Pancake Fun! [image: A qr code with a few squares
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Please scan the QR code to book your place or visit our website to complete online. 

Wednesday 18th February
Ash Wednesday Services
To mark the beginning of Lent, there are two Ash Wednesday services. This year they will be led by The Venerable Janet Mackenzie, Archdeacon of Hertford.
10am at St Peters Buntingford, 
Holy Communion with the Imposition of Ashes.
7pm at St Mary the Virgin Westmill, 
Service of the Word with Imposition of Ashes.

Lent Reflections – Hosted by David and Rosey Woollcombes. Weekly reflections for people of all faiths or none, on the values that affect our lives.  This year’s theme is Power and where it sits and how it can be best managed. Every Tuesday, 8pm – 9pm – tea and biscuits at 7:30pm starting 24th February. For further details please see church notice boards and contact details.

Churches Together Lent Course
Christchurch URC will be holding an Ecumenical course weekly on Wednesday from 25th February to 25th March, in their church hall.  Meeting at lunch for 12:30pm (Please bring your own lunch, tea and coffee will be provided) The Lent course will start at 1pm to 2pm.
Deanery Choral Evensong – 22nd February, 5pm at St John the Baptist, Royston.
You are warmly invited to this special Choral Evensong with a combined choir of singers, and a congregation drawn from churches across the Buntingford Deanery. The service will be led by incumbents and laity from multiple benefices and parishes. Refreshments will be served after.
Parking available next to Royston Town Hall: SG8 7XB
Additional information for choirs and singers wishing to participate:
Singers can join rehearsals for the combined choir from 2.15pm for a
2.30pm start. There will be a choir tea at about 4.15pm. Robes optional.

Eco Church 2 before Lent: Why not take action to reduce your carbon footprint in Lent? Sign up tohttps://climatestewards.org/resources/carbon-fast-for-lent/  for ideas.

Find all our latest services & news here: www.achurchnearyou.com/benefice/32-012BK/[image: Qr code
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	  Get in Touch
	Kirsty Wainwright 
Tel: 07704695787
vicarabw@gmail.com
	Sarah Bagnall 
Tel: 07876211406
curateabw@gmail.com


  Norman Jones
  Tel: 07766 367983
  assistantvicarunitedbenefice@gmail.com
	


Benefice Administration hours
Wednesday & Thursday 8:30am to 12:45pm. 
Email: unitedbeneficeabw@gmail.com 
Contact Telephone: 07484 345027
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