
  

 

Colton Parish News is sponsored by: 

The Parish Lands Trust, St. Mary’s Church & the Parish Council 

 

   Colton Parish News 

           February 2026  

 

 



2 

 

 

 



3 

 
   

 

    As I write this the  snow has melted and we have warmer but wetter   
weather and the evenings are starting to draw out, Hopefully spring is just 
around the corner. 

This year it will be seven years since I took over as editor and as always I  
welcome any ideas you may have to improve the magazine. 

I just want to thank all contributors for getting your inclusions to me early 
this month as I jet off for a week in the sunshine ! 

Best wishes        Fiona 

                                                             

Colton Community Choir 

Invite you to come along and join our group of Jolly singers. A group of           

enthusiastic amateurs who enjoy singing  a variety of music. We meet every  

Monday at 7pm at St. Marys Church Colton. 

Do come and join us. 
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Dear Friends, 
As I write this, Epiphany was yesterday (the 6th of January) and we are still, for 
some traditions, in the season of Christmas-tide (ending on the 2nd of February, 
Candlemas).  Having done my best to avoid being rail-roaded into Christmas by all 
the commercialism of what should be a quiet time of watching and waiting 
(Advent), I was rather alarmed/depressed/angry (other adjectives are available) to 
hear from a friend (complete with photos to prove it) that some shops are already 
offering... yes, Easter eggs. 
There's a certain satisfying, comforting rhythm to the Church's year.  Like the 
monthly, gardening and farming calendars, it encourages us to take each activity 
and celebration in its proper time.  It gives us the opportunity to think about what 
we're doing and why, whether it's joyful (Christmas, Easter Sunday), sorrowful 
(Good Friday) or contemplative (Remembrance Sunday). 
This year, February brings us Valentine's Day (of course!), but also, a few days 
later, Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday.  But there are, in addition to these 
well-known festivals,  men and women remembered who gave their lives to God's 
service, and the service of the people among whom they lived.  At a time of year 
that is often rather cold and wet, and in a geo-political climate that is very 
concerning, here are a few reasons to be cheerful: some may be new to you. 
1st February: in Ireland, they remember St Brigid (died about 525), born in humble 
circumstances, showed great compassion for others and became Abbess of 
Kildare. 
3rd February: Anskar (died in 865), born in France, lived and worked in Sweden and 
Denmark, cared for the poor and did much to mitigate the slave trade.  He is now 
the patron saint of Denmark. 
6th February: the martyrs of Japan, 36 men and women, lay and ordained, tortured 
then crucified during a period of persecution in Japan in 1597. 
17th February: Archbishop Janani Luwum, murdered in Uganda in 1977, well within 
the lifetime of many readers, for speaking out against the cruel regime of Idi Amin. 
27th February: and the people remembered aren't all martyrs: on this date, our own 
George Herbert (born in 1593) is remembered.  He spent most of his priestly life 
near Salisbury and wrote many poems and hymns which are still read and sung 
today, "Let all the world In every corner sing" being one of the best known. 
The primroses, early rhubarb and bluebell shoots have all been putting in their 
usual early appearance in my garden: God is the Father Who made and loves us, 
and we can go forward into Spring trusting His care, whatever the world (and some 
of its crazy leaders) throws at us. 
May God bless us all.        Liz Lampard 
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Durrant  

Funeral Service Ltd 

“Our family caring for yours at a time of need” 

We are a family run funeral service with over 40 years  

experience.  

We can arrange Burials & Cremations to suit all  

Budgets from £2500 for a Cremation inc all statutory fees. 

(We will price match any quotes you have for the same service) 

81 Fernwood Drive, Rugeley 

 01889 574593  

(24 hours a day) 
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Cathe- dral 

Chem- Dry 

 

 

 

 

Cleaning carpets & upholstery   locally, regularly & professionally 

 

33 Darnford Lane, 

Lichfield   WS14 9RW 

 

Website: www.cathedralchemdry.co.uk 

Tel: 01543 418811 
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