THE UPDATE #307 (01 March 2026) for the Forest of Galtres Benefice.
The Second Sunday of Lent 2026
Welcome to this week’s update. We have a video reflection the Archbishop of York. There is a written reflection from me. There are details of this year’s Lent Course. We continue to pray for the Holy Land as well as Ukraine, prayers below. What’s On for Benefice Services in March is attached separately.
From me: Having announced my retirement I want to offer some words of reassurance. Over the next five months, the Benefice Council and I will be working carefully and prayerfully to put the right structures in place so that this time of vacancy is as smooth and steady as possible. My hope is that by the end of July we will have done everything we reasonably can to prevent – or at least minimise – any bumps or hiccups as you await your next priest.
Vacancy is not simply a gap; it can also be a gift. It is a season in which new strengths emerge, fresh voices are heard, and shared responsibility deepens. With thoughtful planning, clear communication, and mutual support, this period can be one of quiet confidence rather than uncertainty.
Please be encouraged: you will not be navigating this alone. The foundations we lay now are intended to provide stability, clarity, and reassurance for the months ahead. Together, with goodwill and trust, we can ensure that the life and worship of the benefice continue faithfully and fruitfully, preparing the way well for the priest whom God is already preparing for you.
Yours in Christ
Steve
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A Christian Response to… 
IN SUTTON CHURCH ROOM  YO61 1DW 
(beside the church) Mondays 2 – 3.30PM
	Date
	A Christian Response to…
	Leader

	March 2nd
	…Immigration/Emigration – a challenge for our overcrowded and turbulent world
	Revd Steve Whiting, Priest in Charge, Forest of Galtres Benefice

	March 9th
	…Seeking wisdom in a digital age
	Laura Beesley, Head of Communications 

	March 16th 
	…Racial Justice
	Gerlad Fox, Racial Justice Adviser
Diocese of York

	March 23rd 
	…AI and identity – What does it mean to be human
	Revd Nikki Eastwood, Area Dean Easingwold Deanery

	March 30th 
	…The food we eat (Let’s talk about food)
	Margaret Price, Lay Minister
Forest of Galtres Benefice


Archbishop Stephen reflects on John 3.1-17 for the Second Sunday of Lent.
Ctrl & click here  à https://vimeo.com/1168153404 

Coming to church this week	10.00am Holy Communion at Sutton 
01 March	10.00pm "This is Your Life, St David" at Stillington 
	  3.30pm Celtic Communion at Marton


Coming to church next week	  8.00am BCP Holy Communion at Sutton
08 March	10.00am Holy Communion at Sheriff 
	10.30pm Shortened Matins at Farlington

A reflection for the Second Sunday of Lent 2026 – John 3:1–17
In the quiet of night, Nicodemus comes to Jesus with his questions. He is a faithful and thoughtful man, a leader who has devoted his life to understanding the things of God. Yet something is stirring within him. Something is shifting. And so he seeks out Jesus.
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”
It must have sounded bewildering. Born from above? How can anyone be born a second time? Nicodemus hears only the practical difficulty. Jesus speaks of something deeper, a spiritual renewal, a new birth shaped not by habit or expectation, but by the Spirit of God.
Lent is a season of change.
Not the hurried, pressured change the world so often demands, but the quieter, deeper change that God gently nurtures within us. The kind of change that happens when we allow Christ’s light to reach into the corners of our hearts. The kind of change that begins when, like Nicodemus, we are honest enough to admit that we do not have all the answers and courageous enough to seek something more. Change can feel unsettling. It can bring uncertainty. Sometimes it comes by choice; sometimes it simply arrives. Yet this Gospel reminds us that change need not be feared when it is held within the love of God.
‘For God so loved the world…’
These are not words of judgement, but of generosity. God’s desire is not to condemn, but to save. Not to diminish, but to renew. Not to discard what has been, but to draw it into something fuller and richer. To be ‘born from above’ does not mean denying our past or abandoning our story. It means allowing God’s Spirit to breathe fresh life into it. The same Spirit who moved over the waters at creation. The same Spirit who raised Christ from the dead. The same Spirit who continues to work patiently and faithfully within us.
Across our benefice, in each of our churches and communities, we all experience seasons of change – in our families, our health, our work, and in the life of the Church itself. Some changes we welcome; others we would never have chosen. Yet in every season, Christ meets us as he met Nicodemus: with patience, with compassion, and with invitation. The invitation this Lent is not to strive more anxiously, but to trust more deeply. To trust that God is already at work. To trust that even when we cannot clearly see the way ahead, we are held within a love that does not falter.
Nicodemus came to Jesus in the darkness. Over time, we see him grow in understanding and courage. The change in him was not sudden; it unfolded steadily and faithfully. So it is with us.
This week, may we bring our questions honestly before Christ. May we allow his Spirit to renew us. And may we find hope in the promise that in God’s hands, every season of change carries within it the quiet gift of new life.
For God so loved the world – and that includes us, here and now.
Rev Steve.

A Prayer for the Holy Land:

O God of all justice and peace
we cry out to you in the midst of the pain and trauma
of violence and fear which prevails in the Holy Land.
Be with those who need you in these days of suffering;
we pray for people of all faiths – Jews, Muslims and Christians and for all people of the land.
While we pray to you, O Lord, for an end to violence and the establishment of peace,
we also call for you to bring justice and equity to the peoples.
Guide us into your kingdom
where all people are treated with dignity and honour as your children
for, to all of us, you are our Heavenly Father.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

A Prayer for Ukraine:
God of all peoples and nations,
Who created all things alive and breathing,
United and whole,
Show us the way of peace that is your overwhelming presence.
We hold before you the peoples of Ukraine and Russia,
Every child and every adult.
We long for the time
When weapons of war are beaten into ploughshares
When nations no longer lift up sword against nation.
We cry out to you for peace;
Protect those who only desire and deserve to live in security and safety
Comfort those who fear for their lives and the lives of their loved ones
Be with those who are bereaved.
Change the hearts of those set on violence and aggression
And fill leaders with the wisdom that leads to peace.
Kindle again in us a love of our neighbour,
And a passion for justice to prevail
and a renewed recognition that we all play a part in peace.
Creator of all hear our prayer
And bring us peace. Make us whole. Amen.
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