The Parishes of Adbaston, Gnosall, High Offley & Knightley,
Moreton and Norbury
Sunday 1% March. (Lent 2)

Collect

Almighty God, you show to those who are in error
the light of your truth, that they may return to
the way of righteousness: grant to all those who
are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s
religion, that they may reject those things that
are contrary to their profession, and follow all
such things as are agreeable to the same; through
our Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.

Post Communion

Almighty God, you see that we have no power of
ourselves to help ourselves: keep us both
outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our
souls; that we may be defended from all
adversities which may happen to the body,

and from all evil thoughts which may assault and
hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Genesis 12: 1-4a

Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your
country and your kindred and your father’s house
to the land that | will show you. | will make of you
a great nation, and | will bless you, and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. |
will bless those who bless you, and the one who
curses you | will curse; and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as
the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.
Abram was seventy-five years old when he
departed from Haran.

Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham,
our ancestor according to the flesh? For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has
something to boast about, but not before

God. For what does the scripture say? ‘Abraham
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are
not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But
to one who without works trusts him who
justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as

righteousness. For the promise that he would
inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to
his descendants through the law but through the
righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the
law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but
where there is no law, neither is there violation.
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that
the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents
of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is
written, ‘I have made you the father of many
nations’)—in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist.

John 3: 1-17

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a
leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and
said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God; for no one can
do these signs that you do apart from the
presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very
truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.” Nicodemus
said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after
having grown old? Can one enter a second time
into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus
answered, ‘Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter
the kingdom of God without being born of water
and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be
astonished that | said to you, “You must be born
from above.” The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it
is with everyone who is born of the

Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these
things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand
these things?

‘Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know
and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not
receive our testimony. If | have told you about
earthly things and you do not believe, how can
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you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? No
one has ascended into heaven except the one
who descended from heaven, the Son of

Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life. ‘For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world
to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.

In our year’s mind (St Lawrence, Gnosall) we
remember: Cyril Charles Greenaway, Donald
(Don) G Smith, Brian Edward Hutchinson, Douglas
Joseph Frank James, Robert Leslie Yeomans.

Notices

World Day of Prayer.
Friday 6" March, St Lawrence Church, 2pm.
The focus of this year’s service is Nigeria and the
theme is ‘I will give you rest, come.” In our frantic
and tired world, Jesus’ invitation seems more
poignant than ever. Do join us for this special
service. All are welcome.

Prayer Diary
Please contact Ruth Finister if you would like the

name of someone to be added to the benefice
prayer diary. Please make sure that you obtain
their consent before passing on their details. You
can contact Ruth on (ruthfinister@gmail.com) or
telephone (01785 823232). The name of the
person given will remain on the prayer list for a
period of 3 months.

This Week’s Services- 1t March
Gnosall 8am Holy Communion
10am Benefice Zoom Service

Next Week’s Services- 8" March
Gnosall 8am Holy Communion
10:30am Holy Communion
Knightley 9:30am Morning Worship
Adbaston 9:30am Family Communion
Norbury 11am Morning Worship
Moreton 11am Holy Communion

Coffee and Chat
All Welcome for Coffee and Chat 10:30-12:30 at
St Lawrence Church. 1 Saturday of every month.

Eco Tip of the Month
Take part in a local litter pick or beach clean
during The Great British Spring Clean (Friday 13-
Sunday 29 March), the nation’s biggest mass-
action environmental campaign. Litter picking
benefits the environment by removing rubbish
that can be hazardous for wildlife and helps bring
people together. See if there’s a litter pick in your
local area or consider organising your own - after
church on Sunday or with a youth group for
example. Pray for your local area as you do the
litter pick and ask God for opportunities to share
why you are doing it. Find out more and pledge to
pick up a bag at keepbritaintidy.org/our-
work/eliminating-litter/ great-british-spring-clean

Lent Get-Togethers
Rachael would like to invite you to join her for
coffee, cake and prayer at 11am on each of the
Fridays during Lent. There will be an opportunity
to explore this year's theme of 'Life Giving Habits
for Lent' and the sessions include conversation,
prayer and a short time of worship. Do come
along!
Friday 6th March 11am Jubilee Room, Adbaston
Friday 13th March 11am St Peter's, Norbury
Friday 20th March 11am Woodseaves Village Hall
Friday 27th March 11am The Vestry at Gnosall.

Contact Details for the Church Office.
Phone: 01785 822820 Benefice Administrator:
Victoria Hainsworth
Office email: churchofficegnosall@gmail.com
Office hours: Tuesday and Wednesday 9-12.00,
Friday 9-1:00. When the office is not staffed,
leave a message and someone will reply as soon
as possible.
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