Church notices 15th. Feb. for the parishes of St John the Baptist Ruardean, Holy Jesus Lydbrook and Holy Trinity Drybrook.
These notices are also available on www.achurchnearyou.com  

THIS SUNDAY – 15th. February 
10.30am. – Sunday before Lent. 
Benefice Communion at Ruardean. 

This week. 
18th. February – Ash Wednesday, Lent begins. 10.30am. Benefice Service of Holy Communion with Ashing, Ruardean. 
Church communities around the world will gather on this day to begin their Lenten journey together. All who desire it, are invited to receive the sign of the cross in ashes on their forehead. The ashes are made by burning the Palm Crosses from last year. They are a reminder to us of our mortality and our humanity. Life her on earth is only a part of something so much bigger and beyond us. Our Lenten journey takes us to the cross and on to the Good News of Easter, the promise of resurrection life. 
We may remember the crowds who shouted hosanna on Palm Sunday and by Good Friday were shouting ‘crucify him’. We recognise those moments in our own lives when by our actions, our words, our omissions, we fall short of the life to which God has called us, the times we have denied God’s image in us. 
As we enter into Lent, we pray that we may turn from those ways that are life denying for ourselves and others and turn again to follow Jesus. 
The Ash Wednesday service gives this invitation,
Brothers and sisters in Christ, since early days Christians have observed with great devotion the time of our Lord’s passion and resurrection and prepared for this by a season of penitence and fasting.
By carefully keeping these days, Christians take to heart the call to repentance and the assurance of forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and so grow in faith and in devotion to our Lord.
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy word.

18th. February 2.30pm. Church service at the Euroclydon care home, Drybrook. 
NEXT SUNDAY      
22nd. February 10.30am. – first Sunday of Lent.  
Benefice Communion at Drybrook. 

Sunday Benefice Communion service venues –
22nd. February – Lent 1 – Drybrook
1st. March – Lent 2 – Lydbrook
8th. March – Lent 3 – Ruardean
15th. March – Mothering Sunday – Drybrook
22nd. March – Passion Sunday – Lydbrook
29th. March – Palm Sunday – Ruardean.
5th. April – Easter - Drybrook
 
Other Benefice services  
2nd. April - Maundy Thursday 7pm. Communion of the Last Supper, Ruardean
3rd. April – Good Friday 2pm. Last Hour at the Cross – Lydbrook
 
BIRTHDAYS –
Birthday greetings to all who are celebrating this week.
21st. Janet Marrott   

NOTICES 
If you have any events you would like included in the weekly notice sheet or names to be included in our prayers (please ask the named person for their permission first) please send to Georgina Lewis benefice-support@hotmail.co.uk by the previous Wednesday. 

GDPR
To ensure that you continue to receive the weekly church notices, please complete the GDPR form giving permission for your details to be held electronically by churchwardens, clergy, readers and admin support.
Forms available in church today or complete online. If you are having difficulty completing the form online, 
download the attachment in previous email, 
choose edit and then complete the form, 
attach it to an email to benefice-support@hotmail.co.uk

COMMUNITY NOTICES
Every 2nd. Tuesday of the month, Meet and Eat at The Pludds, Village Hall. 11am – 2pm. A warm place to meet, chat and share. Light lunches tea, coffee and cakes. Further information from Sue Barber on 01594 861180
 
Every Thursday morning 10:30–12 noon, treat yourself to a cup of tea or coffee with a fresh slice of cake for only £1.50. Ruardean Woodside Village Hall.
 
Fridays 10am. -12noon. Coffee, cake and conversation. Ruardean warm space. Ruardean Memorial Hall. Post office van outside from 10 -11am.
 
For our prayers:
Those who are unwell – Mary Webb, Doris, Liz, Rose, Malcolm & June, Lisa,
Janet, Glyn, David, Dave P, Dave M. and Keith Thompson.
 
Those we have known and loved who have died.  

