The Herald 
Linking the congregations of the Craven Arms Benefice:
Acton Scott, Halford, the Pilgrim Centre, Stokesay & Wistanstow
15th February  The Sunday next before Lent

Readings: Exodus 24.12 - 18, 2 Peter 1.16 – 21 and Matthew 17.1 - 9


	

	
	





	


Collect 



Almighty Father,
whose Son was revealed in majesty
before he suffered death upon the cross:
give us grace to perceive his glory,
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

Post Communion 







Holy God,
we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ:
may we who are partakers at his table
reflect his life in word and deed,
that all the world may know his power 
    to change and save.
This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen


In Our Prayers 


God of compassion, as we gather on this Sunday next before Lent,  we bring before you the needs of our world and the hopes we carry within us.

· We pray for peace in our world, in our communities and our hearts. May fear and hostility give way to patience, understanding and the courage to choose love over hatred, peace over violence.
· As the first signs of spring start to show around us, we give thanks for the natural world and for wildlife. We pray for better understanding of the impact of our actions in the environment.
· In our prayers we remember all victims of abuse and trafficking. May those who have been harmed be heard and supported, and may justice and safeguarding be prioritised and strengthened.
· On this Day for the Unemployed we hold in our prayers all those who lack stability, security and purpose in life. May they find meaning and fulfilment in following their God-given vocation.
· We pray for those who are suffering or sick, in body, mind or spirit. And we also remember those who have gone before us, giving thanks for their lives.

God of hope, we place these prayers before you, trusting in your care for every living thing. Stay with us and direct us as we try to live out our prayer to your glory, today and in the coming week.  Amen
Please pray for all who have asked for our prayers: 
Dorothy Thomas • Nikki Ray • Chris Silcock • Janet Martin • 
Lillian Tomlinson • Monica Morris • Andrew • Henry Hand • 
Andrew White • Grace Turner • Barbara Barkley •







Notices 
Today’s Services are:



  Pilgrim Centre	        8.00 am       Holy Communion

  Acton Scott            11.00 am       Holy Communion 




Thursday at 10.30 am: Morning Prayer will be live-streamed from the Vicarage using the ‘Craven Arms Parishes’ Facebook page. 


Ash Wednesday, 18th February: There will be a service of Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes for Ash Wednesday at Halford		  at 7.30 pm. 



The House Group’s next meeting is on Thursday 19th February at 7:00pm at 2 Maple Close.  Please read to the end of the book ‘Gentle and Lowly’.   We will also be deciding the next book to read, so please bring along your suggestions.



The next fundraising Coffee and/or Tea and Scrumptious Cake morning at Halford church is this Saturday, 21st February from 10.30 am to 12 noon.



This week we pray for social and economic justice, in the spirit of the World Day of Social Justice (Friday, 20th Feb). May our systems uphold fairness, our communities embody inclusion, and our hearts act with compassion. 



There will be a Coffee Morning at Wistanstow Church on Saturday, 28th February from 10.00 am to 11.30 am. Including Bring and Buy, Cakes and Raffle. Donations to Church Funds.  All  Welcome.



USPG+, Partners in Global Mission: This year’s Lent Appeal is Hope For The Future: supporting children’s schooling and their communities in Myanmar. For more information, and details of how to donate, see lent.uspg.org.uk . Alternatively, donations can be given to Ani (5 Dale Street, 01588 673595)) and she  will forward them to USGG.



If you have a notice for inclusion in the Herald please forward via email:  heraldcravenarms@gmail.com 
or text : 07484 835170. Deadline is noon on Thursday.


Benefice Facebook page: ‘Craven Arms Parishes’



Rev Clive Munday can be contacted on: 01588 672876 or via email: vicar@caparishes.org.uk  



Services & readings for the First Sunday of Lent
 
(Purple or Lent Array)


Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7, Romans 5.12-19
Matthew 4.1-11

    Pilgrim Centre       9. 45 am        Holy Communion

  Wistanstow            11. 15 am        All Age Worship
  
Sharing God’s love with all through word and deed


