

  1st March 2026                  St. James the Less                           Lent  2
[bookmark: _Hlk215440924][bookmark: _Hlk180797981]SUNDAY
[bookmark: _Hlk215444972]Readings   Genesis 121-4a, John 31-17
  8am HOLY COMMUNION  Rev Mark, Rev Jan  
11am MORNING WORSHIP   Sheena

Readings   Numbers 214-9, Luke 1427-33 
6:30pm  EVENSONG     Rev Mark, Rev Jan


               Prayer for the Week  
  “Jerusalem will be a city without walls ……. I myself will   bbe a wall of fire around it,” declares the Lord.    Zech. 2:5

   Circle me, Lord; keep evil out and goodness  
  within.  Circle me, Lord; keep anxious 
  thoughts out and peace within.   Circle me, 
  Lord; keep bitterness & rage out and love &
  mercy within.    AMEN              Amy Boucher Pye                  

 Please pray for Derek Cotgrove, Derek & Pam Johnson, Guy Negus, Sue Burton, Edward, Dom and Robert Waterson; and also the family and friends of Princess Dixon, who passed away last week aged just 16.


Don’t forget
Kettle’s On every Tuesday at 10:30am   
                                         at St. Barnabas              
ALPHA Weds. evening sat 7:30pm

Lent course every Tues. at 1:30pm  OR
                   Thurs.  at 7:30pm at Baptist church

World Day of Prayer  Fri. 6th March 2pm
               at the United Reform Church [Church Rd.]

Beat’n’Beans   Saturday 14th March with
                                            “Darren & John”

WEDS (4th)

   10:30am   HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Pete
Readings  Jeremiah 1818-20, Matthew 2017-28


Services next week 
Sun 8th    11:00am   Holy Communion              
Weds 11th   10:30am  Holy Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk181129205]
St. David’s Day

1st March, St David’s Day, and it’s time for the Welsh to wear proudly wear a leek or daffodil.
Shakespeare refers to the custom In Henry V, Act 5 Sc.1, where Gower berates Pistol for mocking at “an ancient tradition begun upon an honourable respect and worn as a memorable trophy of predeceased valour.”
According to some sources, the wearing of leeks may be based on a legend that Welsh archers fought bravely at the Battle of Crecy in a field of leeks and, as a reminder of their bravery and loyalty, the Welsh began to wear a leek in their caps every St David’s Day. The legend, true or not, could be a source of the ‘honourable respect’ which the Welsh had for their valorous archers.
We do know that David – or Dafydd – of Pembrokeshire was a monk and bishop of the 6th century. In the 12th century he was made patron of Wales, and he has the honour of being the only Welsh saint to be canonised and culted in the Western Church. Tradition has it that he was austere with himself, and generous with others – living on water and vegetables (leeks, perhaps?!) and devoting himself to works of mercy. He was much loved.


Church website:   https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6384/         BTH website: bth-group.org 
Revd Mark Smeed  01268 211009  
Claire Littlejohn (St. James’ Newsletter): 01268 757557     
Revd Pete Hillman (Team Leader/Area Dean):    01268 211009      
