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Our Benefice Bible Verse for 2026 is:
For the word of God is alive and active    {Hebrews 4:12a}

A few words from your Ministry Team:  
As we begin this period of lent, let us consider and reflect on our identity… in Christ…
Today’s readings for the 1st Sunday in Lent {Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7; Romans 5.12-19; Matthew 4.1-11} offer a powerful contrast between the 1st human beings in Eden & Jesus Christ in the wilderness:
· with a focus on the themes of temptation, disobedience & redemption.
· if you like, the theology of Adam v. Christ.
While we inherit the brokenness of the first Adam, we are offered new life through the obedience of the second Adam (Jesus).  Our identity is redefined, not by our failures, but by Christ's obedience.
Shalom Si	


Services at St. Peter’s:	10AM Sunday Services are preceded by Prayers at 9am
Sun 22nd Feb:	10am:   LEPROSY SUNDAY 
			We welcome Mike Thomas from the Leprosy Mission.	Reading John 11:1-44.
			There will be a retiring collection, and coffee money this morning will also be given 			to the Mission. Collecting boxes and gift aid/ direct debit forms are available please 			ask Pat if you would like one. If you have a collection box please bring it in. Matthew 			has set up the card machine for Leprosy Mission 

		 6pm:	  PRAISE informal scripture/prayer/song, based on John 11, v 1-44.  (see overleaf).

Wed 25th Feb:	10am:   Community Worship with Holy Communion
				Jonah 3; Luke 11, v 29-32.
Sun 1st Mar:	10am:    Community Worship with Holy Communion 
				Genesis 12, v 1-4A; Colossians 3, v 12-17; John 3, v 1-17.
Wed 4th Mar:  10am:   Community Worship with Holy Communion
			   	Jeremiah 18, v 18-20; Matthew 20, v 17-28.

Services in Lacock:       
Sun 22nd Feb	10am   Open Prayer meeting prior to 10.30 am Community Worship with Holy 				Communion in St. Cyriac’s.
Sun 1st March 10am	Open Prayer meeting prior to 10.30 am Community Worship in St. Cyriac’s.



Our Pastoral Care  Team continue to work quietly in the background and is ready to provide a listening ear, a home or hospital visit for a friendly chat, help with transport to medical appointments, or home communion. Ring our team leader Daphne on 653212, and one of us will respond. 
In our prayers we pray for those who are ill including  Bev Webb, Diana Bishop, Nancy & Jason Harmer, Ian Jones and Michelle. We pray for all who care for the sick and housebound, in hospital and at home, and those who are being looked after in nursing homes and residential care. We pray for those unknown to us who have no one else to pray for them: we do not know their names, but they are known and precious to God. We pray for those anxiously awaiting the results of hospital tests.  
We pray for the families and friends of those who have recently died. May the departed rest in Peace. 
The Mission Area is currently running two Christian Union's within Chippenham's secondary schools, and we need more team! Happening over Wednesday and Thursday lunchtime, we chat with the youth about faith, life, and all things in between: it's not taxing, you won't have to plan unless you want to, and even serving once a month is a big help. If you are interested, then please contact Lucy (lucybridgewood97@gmail.com ; 07930 966 127)'.
Additionally, The Mission Area is holding an evening of prayer, a wonderful opportunity to gather together and lift our local schools up in prayer. Held on Monday 9th March at St Paul's Church, 6.30- 7.30pm. If you cannot make it, but have something you would like to be brought to the prayer night (specific prayer requests, prophetic words etc.), then please contact Lucy (lucybridgewood97@gmail.com)
Lent Reflection Morning  Saturday 21st February between 11.30am and 1pm in the meeting room.  An opportunity for quiet reflection and interactive experience through the Senses.  Please feel free to drop in and engage in the activities for all or part of the session.
Praise at 6pm Last time we explored the “river” theme. This week we reflect on “Come, Drink, Freely”
Lent 2026: A Personal, yet Communal, Retreat. Simon has produced a booklet which is available in Church   It consists of readings/thoughts for reflection on alternate days from Ash Wednesday onwards. A copy is forwarded separately for those unable to pick it up from Church.
Come and join us on this LENT journey, a personal retreat knowing others are joining too. It is not too late to start. Ther are notes to guide you, with a commitment of reading every OTHER day. Real discipleship from the comfort of our own homes. Follow individually or with others. 
Take Part:  There is an opportunity to join in with church life this year. PCC membership, Secretary role, Warden Team to mention just three. Our desire is to include anyone who would like to play a part, with a high priority of enabling roles to be do-able around other parts of our lives. DO COME AND SPEAK WITH A LEADERSHIP MEMBER IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE.
Prayer Spaces: I'm writing to seek your help in recruiting volunteers for Prayer Spaces at St Peter's school this year. I've heard from Gordon Nunn who is very happy for us to return again and he's offered dates in June for the P.S. team to go into the school. Last year we were greatly helped by Monica and Andrew Bird and their daughter from Sheldon Methodist church. Unfortunately they can't help this year as they are on sabbatical and to date I'm not getting many others committing to June at this stage, being unsure of holidays. Please would you see if any from your church might be free to help at this time? It's 2 school days (or part days) on a Tues/Wed 23rd/24th June or Tues 30th June/Wed 1st July. I need to get back to Gordon Nunn fairly soon with confirmation of which dates to accept and would be most grateful for your help. Kind regards. Angela Thomas. (email: angelajathomas@btinternet.com ).

Word search.   How many words of three letters or more can you make from   OBEDIENCE ?    
Target: 20 in 20 minutes. (ref:  “words from your Ministry Team”)

Church contacts  Church Wardens:  Vivienne Fuller  01249 462450 ;     Philip Godfrey   01249 446734
Office:                     office@saint-peters.org.uk    	
Website:   	       www.saint-peters.org.uk          	
Notices editor:         ivan.hurcum@gmail.com.   
Room bookimg:       roombooking@saint-peters.org.uk  
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