
The Church of the Good Shepherd, Brighton

The Second Sunday
before Lent 

Sunday 8th February 2026

Please pray:
For Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui
For the Communications Officers at Church House Hove. 
For those who work to bring peace around the world.  
For neighbours in Kelly Road.
For Elias, Pauline Grimstone, Veronica Holden, Diane Howe, Paul 
Thompson, Trevor, Robin, Rols Ham-Riche, Sarah, Peter, Michael Miller, 
Jess, Marian, Monique.
Anniversaries of death: Jim Sharp, Delia Snell, Peter Fraser, John Firth, 
Peter Turner.

www.goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk
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Welcome to The Church of the Good Shepherd. This sheet has everything 
you need to follow what is going on. The writing in the red italics gives 
instructions. The text in normal type will be spoken by a priest, reader or 
other member of the congregation. We all join in with the bold type. 

Please stand when the bell rings and the altar party enters.

Processional Hymn
 NEH 466

1 	 Thou whose almighty word
	 Chaos and darkness heard,
	 And took their flight;
	 Hear us, we humbly pray,
	 And where the gospel day
	 Sheds not its glorious ray
	 Let there be light.

2 	 Thou who didst come to bring
	 On thy redeeming wing
	 Healing and sight,
	 Health to the sick in mind,
	 Sight to the inly blind,
	 O now to all mankind
	 Let there be light.

3 	 Spirit of truth and love,
	 Life-giving, holy Dove,
	 Speed forth thy flight;
	 Move on the water’s face,
	 Bearing the lamp of grace,
	 And in earth’s darkest place
	 Let there be light.

4 	 Blessèd and holy Three,
	 Glorious Trinity,
	 Wisdom, Love, Might,
	 Boundless as ocean’s tide
	 Rolling in fullest pride,
	 Through the world far and wide
	 Let there be light. 

John Marriott (1780-1825)
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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

The priest introduces the celebration. We say the Prayer of Preparation.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Penitential Rite
The priest invites us to call to mind our sins. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through 
negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and 
grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your 
name. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.
The Gloria

Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest!

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest!

Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand
of the Father:
receive our prayer.

Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest!

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest!

Mass of St Thomas, Thorne

The Collect
We remain standing for the Collect:
Almighty God,
you have created the heavens and the earth
and made us in your own image:
teach us to discern your hand in all your works
and your likeness in all your children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who with you and the Holy Spirit 
reigns supreme over all things,
now and for ever.

Amen. 

Please sit for the readings.
The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading
A reading from Genesis.

Genesis 1:1-2:3
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth 
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while 
a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let 
there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day.
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And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let 
it separate the waters from the waters.’ So God made the dome and 
separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were 
above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day.
And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. God called the dry 
land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. 
And God saw that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth 
that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so. The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind 
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the third day.
And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the 
day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days 
and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon 
the earth.’ And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light 
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set 
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And 
God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the fourth day.
And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and 
let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.’ So God created 
the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every 
kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. 
And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ 
And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And 
it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the 
cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good.
Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them.
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God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 
the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 
have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of 
the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. God 
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And 
on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested 
on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed 
the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the 
work that he had done in creation.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn
NEH 397

1 	 Let us, with a gladsome mind,
	 Praise the Lord, for he is kind:
	 For his mercies ay endure,
	 Ever faithful, ever sure.

2 	 Let us blaze his name abroad,
	 For of gods he is the God:
	 For his mercies ay endure,
	 Ever faithful, ever sure.

3 	 He with all-commanding might
	 Filled the new-made world with light:
	 For his mercies ay endure,
	 Ever faithful, ever sure.

4 	 He the golden-tressèd sun
	 Caused all day his course to run:
	 For his mercies ay endure,
	 Ever faithful, ever sure.
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5 	 And the horned moon by night,
	 Mid her spangled sisters bright:
	 For his mercies ay endure,
	 Ever faithful, ever sure.

6 	 All things living he doth feed,
	 His full hand supplies their need:
	 For his mercies ay endure,
	 Ever faithful, ever sure.

7 	 Let us, with a gladsome mind,
	 Praise the Lord, for he is kind:
	 For his mercies ay endure,
	 Ever faithful, ever sure.

John Milton (1608-74)
Second Reading

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans. 

Romans 8:18-25
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with 
eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation 
was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage 
to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We 
know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; 
and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel

We stand for the Gospel reading.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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I am the light of the world, says the Lord,
anyone who follows me will have the light of life. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 6:25-end
Jesus taught his disciples, saying: ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 
of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single 
hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But 
if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow 
is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little 
faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will 
we drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all 
these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well.

‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. 
Today’s trouble is enough for today.

At the end of the Gospel:

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon
We sit for the sermon.

The Creed
Please stand for the Creed. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was 
made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered 
death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the  
Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

The Intercessions
In the intercessions, we make this or another response:
Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer.
At the end of the prayers:

Merciful Father, accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The Peace
Please remain standing as the celebrant introduces the Peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

During the Offertory Hymn, the Gifts of Bread and Wine are presented by the 
people. A collection is taken. There is also a Card machine at the back of the 
church. You are welcome to use it at the end of the service if you would like to 
make any donation.
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Offertory Hymn
NEH 265

1 	 Lord of beauty, thine the splendour
	 shown in earth and sky and sea,
	 burning sun and moonlight tender,
	 hill and river, flower and tree:
	 lest we fail our praise to render
	 touch our eyes that they may see.

2 	 Lord of wisdom, whom obeying
	 mighty waters ebb and flow,
	 while unhasting, undelaying,
	 planets on their courses go:
	 in thy laws thyself displaying,
	 teach our minds thyself to know.

3 	 Lord of life, alone sustaining
	 all below and all above,
	 Lord of love, by whose ordaining
	 sun and stars sublimely move:
	 in our earthly spirits reigning,
	 lift our hearts that we may love.

4 	 Lord of beauty, bid us own thee,
	 Lord of truth, our footsteps guide,
	 till as Love our hearts enthrone thee,
	 and, with vision purified,
	 Lord of all, when all have known thee,
	 thou in all art glorified. 

C.A. Alington (1872-1955)

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Invitation to Prayer is said:
Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be  
acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise 
and glory of his name, for our good, and the good of all his holy 
Church. 

The priest then prays the Prayer over the Gifts to which we respond: 
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
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The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

The priest praises God for his mighty acts, and we sing the Sanctus and  
Benedictus:
...as without end we acclaim:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the Highest. 
Blessed is he who comes, 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, Hosanna in the Highest. 

Mass of St Thomas, Thorne
The priest prays the prayer of consecration, and this acclamation is said:
Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died,
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again.

The Prayer continues, leading into the doxology, which ends
 ... for ever and ever.

Amen.

The priest introduces the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.
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Breaking of Bread
The priest breaks the consecrated host:

We break this bread, to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one 
bread. 

We sing the Agnus Dei:

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
grant us peace. 

Mass of St Thomas, Thorne

Giving of Communion

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to  
receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

If you are baptised in the name of the Trinity, and are used to receiving 
communion, you are very welcome to do so here. Otherwise, you may like 
to come forward for a blessing. Please bring this sheet with you to indicate 
that you would like a blessing. 

If you are unwell, please help us to keep those who are 
immunocompromised safe by refraining from taking the chalice. It is 
perfectly valid to receive the bread only. 

Choir
Praise, O praise our God and King, Martin How

Communion Hymn
NEH  66 (t 63)

1	 ‘Forgive our sins as we forgive’
	 You taught us, Lord, to pray;
	 But you alone can grant us grace
	 To live the words we say. 
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2	 How can your pardon reach and bless
	 The unforgiving heart
	 That broods on wrongs, and will not let
	 Old bitterness depart?

3	 In blazing light your Cross reveals
	 The truth we dimly knew,
	 How small the debts men owe to us,
	 How great our debt to you. 

4	 Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls,
	 And bid resentment cease;
	 Then, reconciled to God and man, 
	 Our lives will spread your peace.

Rosamond Herklots (1905-87)

Post Communion 
We stand as the priest prays:
God our creator,
by your gift
the tree of life was set at the heart of the earthly paradise,
and the bread of life at the heart of your Church:
may we who have been nourished at your table on earth
be transformed by the glory of the Saviour’s cross
and enjoy the delights of eternity;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

We pray together:
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

The Notices
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The Blessing
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.

The priest asks God’s blessing on us, which ends:
...and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God. 

Recessional Hymn
NEH 321

1	 Go forth for God; go forth to the world in peace;
	 Be of good courage, armed with heavenly grace,
	 In God’s good Spirit daily to increase,
	 Till in his kingdom we behold his face. 

2	 Go forth for God; go forth to the world in strength;
	 Hold fast the good, be urgent for the right,
	 Render to no man evil; Christ at length
	 Shall overcome all darkness with his light.	

3	 Go forth for God; go forth to the world in love;
	 Strengthen the faint, give courage to the weak,
	 Help the afflicted; richly from above
	 His love supplies the grace and power we seek. 

4	 Go forth for God; go forth to the world in joy,
	 To serve Christ’s brethren every day and hour, 
	 And serving Christ, his every gift employ,
	 Rejoicing in the Holy Spirit’s power. 

5	 Sing praise to him who brought us on our way, 
	 Sing praise to him who brought us with his blood,
	 Sing praise to him who sancifies each day,
	 Sing praise to him who reigns one Lord and God. 

J. R. Peacey (1896-1971)

Organ Voluntary
Processional in D, Herbert Sumsion
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THIS WEEK

Monday 9th

10.15am (Zoom 
opens 9.45am)

Bible Study

Tuesday 10th

2pm - 4pm

7.30pm

Tea at The Good 
Shepherd
Baptism and 
Confirmation of Amar 
Clark at St Peter and 
St Paul, Rustington

Wednesday 11th

11am The Eucharist at 
Oaklands Home

Thursday 12th

10.30am
7.30pm

The Eucharist
Book Group at 49 
Maldon Road

Sunday 15th

The Sunday next 
before Lent
8.00am
10.15am
11.30am
4pm - 6pm

The Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Sunday Snippets
Family Pancake Party
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Vicar: The Reverend Alice Smith
Tel: 01273 532000 Email: vicar@goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk

Assistant Priest: The Reverend Mathew Philip 
Tel: 07756 005331 Email: m.philip@goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk

Reader: Michael Miller
Tel: 07768 084001 Email: reader@goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk

Director of Music: Derek Froud
Tel: 01273 681007 Email: derekrbs@aol.com

Safeguarding Officer: Tessa Pacey
Tel. 01273 532000; Email: safeguarding@goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk

NOTICES

On Sunday 15th February from 4pm to 6pm we will be hosting a 
Pancake Party for children and families. There will be pancake games, 
crafts, races and of course lots of pancakes to eat! If you are able to 
help us to run this, please sign up on the list at the back of church. 

Ash Wednesday falls on Wednesday 18th February. There will be a 
Said Eucharist at 10.30am and a Sung Eucharist at 8pm. 

Please pray for Amar Clark, who will be baptised and confirmed on 
Tuesday 10th February at 7.30pm at St Peter and St Paul, Rustington.

Our Lent Course this year begins on Thursday 26th February at 11am 
in church and at 7.30pm at 49 Maldon Road. It meets for five weeks 
and is exploring the Gospel of Matthew. Sign up list at the back. 

We are thinking about our chosen Charities for this year. If you have 
any suggestions please speak to Mthr Alice or Fr Mathew. 

We are also beginning to think about our Summer Fair which we would 
like to run again this year. If you are able to be part of a working group 
putting this together, please sign up on the list at the back. 


