The Church of St Mary the Virgin, Parish of Welwyn, 
Welwyn Team, Diocese of St Albans
THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT	
SUNDAY  8TH FEBRUARY 2026







8am Said Eucharist 
9.30am Parish Eucharist, With Junior Church
(Common Worship Order 1)

Welcome! If you are new to this church please introduce yourself to one of the clergy and take a newcomers’ leaflet. 
There is an induction loop for those with hearing aids.
All children, regular and visitors, are 
welcome to Junior Church

Please join in the words in Bold in the order of service






THE SERVICE BEGINS HERE: 



Please stand to sing HYMN:

1 All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluya, alleluya!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam:
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluya, alleluya, alleluya!

2 Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
Ye clouds that sail in heav’n along,
O praise him, alleluya!
Thou rising morn in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening, find a voice: O praise him ..

3 Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluya, alleluya!
Thou fire so masterful and bright,
that givest man both warmth and light: O praise him ..

4 Dear mother earth, who day by day
Unfoldest blessings on our way,
O praise him, alleluya!
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow,
Let them his glory also show: O praise him ..

7 Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, alleluya!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the son,
And praise the spirit, three in one: O praise him ..


In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
and also with you.

The deacon introduces the confession 

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

The priest pronounces God's forgiveness

‘What are we thinking about today?’ 
after which Junior Church goes to Church House



We remain standing to sing:


Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
Glory to God in the highest
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.


We remain standing for the collect:

Let us pray: 

Almighty God,
you have created the heavens and the earth
and made us in your own image:
teach us to discern your hand in all your works
and your likeness in all your children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things,
now and for ever. Amen


We sit to listen to this Sunday’s bible readings.

A reading from the Book of Genesis (1:1-2:3), 
(read by Rebecca Coventry)

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
6And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.’ 7So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
9And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
14And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. 16God made the two great lights – the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night – and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 20And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.’ 21So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
24And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
26Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 27So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 29God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (8:18-25), 
(read by Sarah-Jane Hingorani) 

18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, 21in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 


This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Please stand to sing the HYMN:

1 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Fill me with life anew,
That I may love what thou dost love,
And do what thou wouldst do.
2 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Until my heart is pure,
Until with thee I will one will,
To do and to endure.
3 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Till I am wholly thine,
Until this earthly part of me
Glows with the fire divine.

4 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
So shall I never die,
But live with thee the perfect life
Of thine eternity.
Please remain standing and face the gospel:

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
(6:25-34)
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus taught his disciples, saying: 25‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you— you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
34So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit for the Sermon: The Rev’d Will Ellis



Please stand to affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Please sit or kneel for the intercessions 

Sick:  Joan Gould, Pauline Lebeau, Graeme Emery, Shem Biran, Mary Beard, Ann Gurney, Elizabeth Holloway, Lurlene Champagnie,  Penny Swain, Georgina Laval, Glynis Johnstone, Rod and Pip Dowdell, Matthew Codd, David Wilsher, Anne Symonds, Peter Branchflower, Patricia Brattle, Margaret Paterson, Kath Meredith, Beth Bates, Dennis Linder, Vickie Harris, Richard Bratfish, David Mardlin
Departed: Keith Thompson, Mary Strazza, Robin Marson, Kathlyn Dinsdale, Jean Miskin, Jean Connor, Roland Jackson, Graham Rogers, Helen Spooner, Roger Trigg, Gillian Adams

We use the following response

Lord, in your mercy,     
hear our prayer

And at the end

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Please stand for The Peace, which the priest introduces 
with a sentence from Scripture

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you.



Please support the work of our church if you are able

In common with all other Church of England churches, Welwyn St Mary receives no money from the State or the Church of England. We are entirely dependent on donations from parishioners and visitors to support our church and its work in the community.

There will be no collection during the service, so
· If you wish to donate by card, please use the Giving Station by the door
· If you wish to donate by mobile phone, please use the QR code below
· If you wish to donate cash, place it in the offertory plate as you leave the church, please use a yellow envelope if you would like us to gift-aid your donation.

Please would you consider supporting us by regular giving? We are members of the Parish Giving Scheme (see parishgiving.org.uk and search for Welwyn St Mary). You may choose monthly, quarterly or annual giving. Thank you
[image: A qr code on a white background

Description automatically generated]
We sing the HYMN:

LET us, with a gladsome mind,
Praise the Lord, for he is kind:
For his mercies ay endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure.

2 Let us blaze his name abroad,
For of gods he is the God: For his…

3 He with all-commanding might
Filled the new-made world with light: For his…

4 He the golden-tresséd sun
Caused all day his course to run: For his…

5 And the hornéd moon by night,
Mid her spangled sisters bright: For his…

6 All things living he doth feed,
His full hand supplies their need: For his…

7 Let us. with a gladsome mind,
Praise the Lord, for he is kind: For his…



The priest gives thanks over the bread and over the wine, and the people respond:

Blessed be God for ever



The Eucharistic Prayer
Please remain standing throughout the prayer, but sit if you need to 

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, ..

 … we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

All glory be to you, our heavenly Father, …

… which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.


Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again

Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father, …

… in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please kneel or sit

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread.

We sing:


Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us (x2)
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.


Please move for communion following the direction of the stewards. All are welcome to come to the rail. Baptised Christians are welcome to receive the bread and the wine, all others are welcome to come for a blessing (please indicate this by crossing your arms and bowing your head). 

During communion the choir sings the anthem
 ‘Thou visiteth the earth’ by Greene

And then we sing the HYMN:

AUTHOR of life divine,
Who hast a table spread,
Furnished with mystic wine
And everlasting bread,
Preserve the life thyself hast given,
Preserve the life thyself hast given,
And feed and train us up for heaven.

2 Our needy souls sustain
With fresh supplies of love,
Till all thy life we gain,
And all thy fulness prove,
And, strengthened by thy perfect grace,
And, strengthened by thy perfect grace,
Behold without a veil thy face.

We pray together:
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory. Amen.

The notices and banns of marriage are given



Then we stand to sing HYMN:

LIGHT'S abode, celestial Salem,
Vision whence true peace doth spring,
Brighter than the heart can fancy,
Mansion of the highest King;
O how glorious are the praises
Which of thee the prophets sing!



2 There for ever and for ever Alleluya is outpoured;
For unending, for unbroken
Is the feast day of the Lord;
All is pure and all is holy
That within thy walls is stored.

3 There no cloud or passing vapour Dims the brightness of the air;
Endless noonday, glorious noonday,
From the sun of suns is there;
There no night brings rest from labour,
For unknown are toil and care.

4 O how glorious and resplendent, Fragile body, shalt thou be,
When endued with so much beauty,
Full of health, and strong, and free,
Full of vigour, full of pleasure
That shall last eternally!

5 Now with gladness, now with courage, Bear the burden on thee laid,
That hereafter these thy labours
May with endless gifts be paid,
And in everlasting glory
Thou with joy may'st be arrayed.

6 Laud and honour to the Father, Laud and honour to the Son,
Laud and honour to the Spirit,
Ever three and ever one,
Consubstantial, coeternal,
While unending ages run. 

The priest gives the blessing, ending:

…be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

The ministers and people depart.

 The organist plays a voluntary 
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in New Church House. 
Please take this booklet with you book.


NOTICES
Lent Groups 2026
Groups start on or after Monday 23rd February
there are five weeks in the course
‘Theme – how to share your Faith’

Tuesday 7.30 – St Michael’s Woolmer Green group
Led by Nicky Jackson, Colin and Usha Hull, Host: Sue Keach,
4 Roundabout Lane, AL6 0TH, 01438 716657
Wednesday 10.30am - St Mary’s Church House
Led by David Munchin -  01438 714150
Wednesday 7.45 for 8pm - 1 Codicote Road, Welwyn
Led by Gay and Mike Carpenter 01438 718439
(NB 25th March in Church house)
Thursday 7pm at Codicote Parish Centre (next to St Giles Church) led by Catherine Jupp 07811255311
Friday 10.30am - Time for Reflection Group at St. Mary’s
Church House   -  Contact Mavis Francis 01438 487851
Friday 12noon – Datchworth Church Hall
Led by Susannah Underwood and Jo Sampson - 01438 817183
Beginning with soup lunch – starting 27th February




























Funerals at St. Mary’s   ….
· Wednesday 18th February - 11am  - the funeral of Kathlyn Dinsdale (‘Katie’). 
· Wednesday 25th February 2pm – The funeral of Roger Trigg

Fellowship meeting - Tuesday 10th February 2.30pm. 
Everyone is welcome to join us to reminisce about "Our Memories of the Classroom", led by Mavis Francis. This will be followed by tea and cakes. We request £2 per person towards refreshments, a raffle and donation to charities.  Marcia Khan and the team. 

Piano Recital on Saturday 14 February 12 noon will be given by the eminent British pianist Margaret Fingerhut MBE. Margaret has broadcast innumerable times on the BBC and made many CD recordings. She has family roots in Poland and Ukraine and was awarded an MBE in 2024 for her services to music and charities. Her programme will be mostly well loved music by Mendelssohn and Chopin. This is a free concert, with a Retiring Collection for the artist's fee and church funds.

Community Lunch is Monday 23rd February at 1pm.  
The cost will be £20 – you can pay on the day in cash.
Place the exact money in an envelope with your name and Feb community lunch & any dietary needs. 
There is a sheet on the crossing table please write your name, telephone number and any dietary requirements onto it to reserve your place by 20th February. 

“New Daylight” - Beryl Cooke is looking for at least 4 more people who would like to subscribe to receiving “New Daylight” (or one of the other sets of Notes) from the Bible Reading Fellowship. To qualify for a Group Subscription, at least 5 people are needed. I would collect your money every 4 months and receive the order, to distribute them to each person. 
“New Daylight” provides daily Bible readings and comment, providing “an accessible yet stimulating aid to spending time with God each day, deepening our faith and knowledge of scripture”. 
Cost up until April 2025 was £14.97 per set of 3 copies p.a. It used to work out to £5 per person every 4 months. 
If interested, please contact me on 01707-708464 or Email: beecooke@talk21.com or see me in St. Mary’s on Sunday mornings! 

Confirmations – Sunday 26th July at 6.30pm
If you are interested in being confirmed, then please do speak with Susannah.  A short course exploring faith will begin in Spring.

Cosmic Franciscans - Colin Hull has published a book: Cosmic Franciscans: Duns Scotus, Bonaventure and an Evolving World. It is about the writings of these two great Franciscans looked at in the light of what we know today of the vast Cosmos and the evolution of life. It relates Christian faith to modern sciences and a Franciscan way of life for all. The book will be available initially from Amazon UK and then also various book sellers such as Waterstones in the New Year.  If you want to buy a copy you can order it online or speak to Colin about getting a copy. 
The Church Office hours are:  
Mon, Tues – 9-1pm & Fridays – 9-12noon
Clergy surgery particularly for bookings of marriages and baptisms
  
The Rector: The Rev’d Dr David Munchin, rector@welwyn.org.uk, 01438 714150

Parish Office:  stmaryswelwyn@gmail.com  01438 840964
For more information our website is found at https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7876/











Diary of Events this week – 8th February   
The office is shut – re-opening Tuesday 24th February 

Sunday		6.30pm	Choral Evensong 
Monday		9.30am	Patchwork Group
Tuesday		10-12am	Community Café
			 2.30pm	Fellowship
			 8.00pm	Bell Ringing Practice
Wednesday		10.30am	Stable Lads in CH
			 2.00pm	Book Group 
Thursday		10.00am	Knitting Group
2.00pm	Arpeggios 
6.00pm	Junior Choir
			7.30pm	Adult Choir 
			8.00pm	Book Group (offsite)
Saturday		10-11am	Clergy Office 
10-11am	Coffee Morning in CH
			12noon	Lunchtime Recital
	Sunday 15th February  – Sunday next before Lent
  8.00am	Said Eucharist  			
  9.30am	Parish Communion
 			  6.30pm	NO EVENING SERVICE
Readings for 15th February
Exodus 24: 12-end, 2 Peter 1: 16-end, Matthew 17: 1-9
Half Term starts 



· Prayer services across the week within the Team

Monday 	5pm - Evening Prayer at St Peter’s – Tewin
Tuesday 	8:30am - Morning Prayer at St Giles - Codicote 
Wednesday 	8am - Bible study breakfast at St.Mary’s - Welwyn
9am - Morning prayer at St Mary’s - Welwyn
                    	9.30am – Eucharist at St. Mary’s – Welwyn
Thursday 	5pm - Evening Prayer at All Saints - Datchworth 
Friday 	8:30am - Morning Prayer at St Michael’s, Woolmer Green                           
Saturday 	9-9.30am – Team Prayers at St Mary’s - Welwyn
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