NEWSLETTER NUMBER 306
OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 2026 – EPIPHANY 4/CANDLEMAS
Our service on this day will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m.   The celebrant will be Rev Stephen Bowen.   Refreshments will be served after the service so please stay to chat if you can.

Families@4
This new outreach venture started last Sunday with more helpers than new attendees, but from small things bigger things may grow.

LOOKING FORWARDS – REV ANDY
Gratitude for promises delivered
This Sunday sees us start a new month, and with it we celebrate the end of the season of Epiphany that we have enjoyed since Christmas.    Our readings will remind us of how God’s promises are always fulfilled, although sometimes we need to be patient as we wait for them to work out in God’s good timing.
     Both Simeon and Anna approach Jesus’ parents when they bring him to the Jerusalem temple.   In their own way each recognises who Jesus is, how his presence fulfils historic promises and what those promises mean.    Jesus is a messenger with good news, a fire that refines, a soap that cleanses, one who judges those who are working against God’s will.
Their response on seeing Jesus is to praise God.   The time has come.    The Kingdom of God has arrived.    The end of broken promises, oppression and racial injustice has begun.   Whilst this story, its characters and location may seem distant to us, its meaning is present and relevant right now. 
     Whenever we see God make good on his promises, our hearts are also filled with joy and praise.   This past month across every weekend, and in every new service or event we have run, we have seen God’s faithfulness to our stepping out in faith.   We have had more people engage with us, more commitment shown and the early signs of fruit growing.   For this we must give God all the glory and offer our heartfelt thanks.   From adults who have not stepped into our churches before, to children and families worshipping together, we have been blessed.    Praise be to God.
   The work continues.    We are now the lights, the messengers, the defenders of justice. Not, as we heard last Sunday, in our own strength but in the power of the Holy Spirit, who fills us.   As a new month starts, we can look forward to more opportunities to gather, grow and give, as we seek to be a family of seven village churches where people encounter God and care for each other.
     Check out what’s coming up in February in the latest edition of What’s On West Tone. Why not come along to something new, or visit one of our sister churches for a change?   All the details can be found on our website http://westtone.org.uk, via our Insta and Facebook profiles @westtonebenefice
     Thank you again to everyone who has supported our initiatives in 2026, new and old. These would not be happening without the time, money, skills or resources you so generously share.   Please can everyone consider what contribution you could make to the flourishing of our church, and the events and services that are on offer?   What part could you play, as together we seek to share the message of God’s love, and light up people’s lives?

ROTA FOR SUNDAY
Sidesmen:-  Philippa Deem and Sue Eastwood
Reader:-       Philippa Deem 
Coffee:-        Philippa Deem and Sue Eastwood
Flowers:-      Melodie Lane

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 2026 – EPIPHANY 4/PRESENTATION OF CHRIST
Collect:- Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: grant that we may be presented to you
with pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:-
1ST Kings Chapter 17, vv 8 – 16 
1ST Corinthians Chapter 1, 18 – end
John Chapter 2, vv 1 – 11 

PRAYER LIST 
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Eunice Durrance                                                                                                                    
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Mike Toogood 
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley
Susan Dobson                   
                     
YEARS MIND FOR FEBRUARY
4TH  Rosina Mary Young
4th  Gabrielle Helen Mary (Gaby) Grace
5th  Avis Patricia Hitchcock
6th   Lionel Hoskin

SAD NEWS
We have been informed that (Marian) Jean Hine shortly before Christmas.   Her funeral will be at 9.30 a.m. on Monday, 2nd February 2026 at Taunton Crematorium.   For those who do not know, Jean paid for the serving area and crockery in memory of her husband, Frederick.

BIRTHDAY LIST FOR FEBRUARY
1ST   Alison Toogood
5TH  Stephanie Emery

Roll out the Prosecco both of you and celebrate your birthdays in style.   We all hope you have a great day.


OUTREACH GROUPS
Shanty Group
The next meeting of this group will be at 6.00 p.m. on Sunday 1st February 2026.   You do not have to have been to the previous meeting to join any session of shanty singing.

Knit, Sew and Natter 
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 5th February 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual
meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

Soup ‘n’ a Bite
The next meeting will be tomorrow, Saturday, 14th February 2026 at 12.00 noon.    It will be the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit.   

Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 24th February 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.

OUR NEXT SERVICE
There will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday, 1st February 2026.   The celebrant will be Rev Stephen Bowen.   There will be coffee and chat after the service.

OTHER INFORMATION
The Daily Telegraph had five items about the church this week and only one showed the church in a good light.
1) Campaigners for the Sustainable Church Flowers group, chaired by the Bishop of Dudley, wants to propose that churches should only use British flowers to help the church meet its net zero emissions target.   This means there should be no Easter lilies as they have to be imported, thus using air miles.
2) Modern vernacular English is said to aid comprehension.   This may be true in some cases but not always.   At a Carol service in Brimpsfield, Gloucestershire, the readings referred to a “baby lying in a feeding trough” whilst the carols included Away in a manger, Whilst shepherds watched and Once in Royal David’s city.
3) At the annual conference of the Prayer Book Society a Dutch lady said that churchgoers in her country appreciated the beauty and sincerity of the Book of Common Prayer choral evensong.   Attendance at this service was growing faster than any other form of worship.
4) One of the advantages of the 1662 service is the connection with one’s long departed relations through the ages by sharing the same liturgy.   Beauty is in the ear of the beholder, but, according to Philip Corp of Salisbury’s letter, some of the Common Worship prayers border on the banal.
5) Architect Philip Webb, a friend of William Morris, only designed one church, which is in Fore Street, Brampton, Cumberland.   There are 12 stone steps up to the front door so the PCC applied to put in a ramp and lift for access.   Permission was refused by the Consistory Court as they have not explored alternative possibilities for access to this Grade 1 listed building.



Rev Norris writes:-
The “Home Service” broadcasts on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays and is repeated at 11.00 a.m. on Sundays.   This week Revd James Clapham from Wellington leads our act of worship which, in our troubled world, encourages us to focus on the Hope which comes from knowing God is in control and with us whatever we face.

FUN CORNER
The former M.P Giles Brandreth told the viewers of QI XL that he once wrote the largest government cheque ever of 138 billion pounds.   This had to be signed by both the late Queen and himself.   As the Queen signed, she said “I wonder which one of us they don’t trust!”
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How comes they have not written the rude words that emanate from the human trying to find the end!    
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