The Collect and Readings appointed 
for the Second Sunday of Christmas

Almighty God,
in the birth of your Son
you have poured on us the new light of your incarnate Word,
and shown us the fullness of your love:
help us to walk in his light and dwell in his love
that we may know the fullness of his joy;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Old Testament Reading is taken from
the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, chapter 60, verses 1-6

“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
See, darkness covers the earth
and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you
and his glory appears over you.
Nations will come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look about you:
All assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar,
and your daughters are carried on the arm.
Then you will look and be radiant,
your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
to you the riches of the nations will come.
Herds of camels will cover your land,
young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come,
bearing gold and incense
and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.”



The New Testament Reading is taken from
St John’s Gospel, chapter 1, verses 1-14

In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 
In him was life, 
and that life was the light of all people. 
The light shines in the darkness, 
but the darkness has not understood it.
There came a man who was sent from God; 
his name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, 
so that through him all people might believe. 
He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light. 
The true light that gives light to everyone
was coming into the world.
He was in the world, 
and though the world was made through him, 
the world did not recognise him. 
He came to that which was his own, 
but his own did not receive him. 
Yet to all who received him,
to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God – 
children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, 
but born of God.
The Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us. 
We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the One and Only, 
who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.



Pause for Thought…

Among the many Christmas traditions I love are the festive lights 
with which we decorate our trees, our windows, our houses. 
We have so many around our house that it takes about ten minutes 
to switch them all off before we go to bed at night! 
And I’m always sorry when the time comes to turn them off 
for the last time before putting them back in the loft till Advent rolls around again.
I’ll be sorry to see them go – but they’ll all have to go out eventually, they’ll all have to be switched off.
At some point over the next few days they’ll all be extinguished…  

Not so, however, the Light the Prophet Isaiah was talking about 
in our Old Testament Reading for this Sunday – 
Arise! Shine! For your light has come…
nations will come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn… 

Not so, the Light he was talking about when he said
The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light – 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
on them has the light shone…

Not so, the Light a later prophet, Simeon, described as 
A light to lighten the Gentiles 
and to be the glory of God’s people Israel.

Not so, the Light of whom Jesus Christ once said 
I am the Light of the World. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.

Not so, the Light St John wrote about in the first chapter of his Gospel
In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
The light shines in the darkness, 
but the darkness has not overcome it.

The Light Jesus came into the world to be and to bring shines still, and will continue to shine as long as there is anyone to see it – and much, much longer even than that – 
this light will burn brightly for all eternity.
Despite the best efforts of those who prefer darkness to light 
no one has succeeded in extinguishing the Light that 
Jesus brought into the world – and no one ever will.

There have been, are, and will be, times when we his followers fail 
to keep Jesus’ light burning as brightly as we should…

There have been, are, and will be, times when the Light appears 
to be hidden or dimmed by circumstances of history…

There have been, are, and will be, times when the Light seems to be less bright as people turn away from it and face into the shadows…

But the Light of Christ, 
the Light Jesus came into the world to be and to bring – 
The Light of the knowledge of God,
The Light of a Heavenly Father’s limitless love,
The Light of a living relationship with God,
The Light of forgiveness and freedom,
The Light of life in eternity with God,

That Light will never, ever be quenched, 
it will never be stamped out, 
it will never be extinguished.

The Light of Christ will shine on – 
illuminating the world and the hearts of his people for ever.

We, as Christians, are called 
to see that Light,
to follow that Light,
to live in that Light,
to live out that Light,
to reflect that Light in the world,
to share that Light with those around us.

We, as Christians, are Children of the Light, 
chosen and called by Jesus the Light of the World, 
and given a mission in life, 
given a job to do, 
given a task to perform… 
we are chosen, called, to be nothing less than 
The Light of the World with Jesus. 
