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11th January 
The Baptism of Christ 
Sunday and Weekday Service
	   
 Welcome!

	
	



The Collect
Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: may we recognize him as our Lord and know ourselves to be your beloved children; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Hymns
589 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
66 Be thou my vision
383 Jesus good above all other
821 When Jesus came to Jordan

First Reading, Isaiah 42.1-9
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

Second Reading, Acts 10.34-43
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ - he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

Gospel, Matthew 3.13-end
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 



Post Communion
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light discern the glory of your presence in your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Intercessions

The World: For peace in all areas of conflict in the world.  For those affected by fires, floods and earthquakes.  For emergency workers working in disaster areas.  For refugees, asylum seekers and agencies that help them. For good stewardship of the earth and its resources.

The Church: The unity of all Christians everywhere. Archbishop Stephen, Bishop Ruth, Archdeacon Pete and Area Dean Rev. Alex Peach.  Churches in the South Sefton Deanery, and local ecumenical partners.  

The Diocese: St Christopher Norris Green, Monkstown School, Broad Square School, St John Tuebrook, Lister School, West Derby Comprehensive School,  Holy Spirit Dovecot, Dovecot School, Blueberry Park School, St Cuthbert Croxteth Park, Emmaus School, Christ Church Norris Green, Leamington School, Ranworth Square School, Wellesbourne School, St Teresa’s School, St Andrew Clubmoor, Roscoe School.

For those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit: Ailsa McAlees, Hewie, Eileen Maguire, Graham Forrest, Olga Gregor, Jess Farrell, Carl Lee, Edith Keeton.

For the recently departed: Richard Shacklady.

For the departed remembered at this time: Alexander Paulin, Minnie Campbell, Queenie Milner, Alfred Wright, William McGee, Harriet McGee, Grace Smith, Peter Knight, William Boakes, Lucy Cummins, Reginald Doyle, Leonard Pickering, Margaret Weeks.

Notices

· St Mary’s Tuesday Club: 13th January at 2:30pm in St Mary’s Meeting Room.

· Our Lady of Walsingham Group: A very informal but important meeting for everyone on Saturday 17th January, 2:00pm to 4:30pm in the Mackert Room, St Faith’s Hall.  We will be praying for peace and making plans for the year ahead.  Usual fellowship and refreshments – please do come along!

· There will be an Ecumenical Prayer Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity organised by Churches Together in Waterloo and Crosby at the Roman Catholic Church of St Peter and St Paul on Sunday 18th January at 3pm - all are welcome!

	Services at St Mary’s

	

	This Sunday 10:00am, Eucharist
The Baptism of Christ
	Steve Hall

	Monday, 4:00pm
Evening Prayer
	Louis Johnson

	Wednesday, 10:30am
Eucharist
	Peter Cowley

	Next Sunday 10:00am, Eucharist
The Second Sunday of Epiphany 
	Peter Walker 
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