

[image: A logo for a parish

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: Eco Church]


January update
Welcome to the first Eco Church update of the new year. During 2026 we hope to encourage us all to take pracical actions to care for the world which God has given us. 
One way of getting started would be to take a look at the 2026 Calendar of  Eco Tips which has been published by A Rocha. This has suggestions for each month. You can find a copy  on the new Eco Church page in St Helen’s parish website  www.staplefordparish.org.uk/new-page-3 . The page is under development and we hope to add more content in the near future.
And of course it’s also important that we remember to care for our world as we worship and pray through the next year 

In the news 
Global temperatures in 2025 did not quite reach the heights of 2024. But the last three years were the world's warmest ever recorded, bringing the planet very close to breaching the  international climate target of 1.5 centigrade above “pre-industrial “ levels  of the late 1800s, before humanity started burning large amounts of fossil fuels.
But a couple of more encouraging recent news items: 
Renewable energy produced a record amount of electricity in Great Britain in 2025. Wind was the biggest single renewable source of electricity, but solar-powered electricity rose by nearly a third on 2024 levels, helped by the UK's sunniest year on record and the expansion of solar panels around the country in solar farms and on rooftops.
The Global Ocean Treaty came into force this month after being ratified by over 80 countries. The treaty is a legal framework between governments enabling them to create a global network of Ocean Sanctuaries covering at least 30% of the world’s oceans. Harmful human activity including industral fishing, oil drilling and deep sea mining will be banned in these areas, allowing nature to recover and thrive.
 
Prayer points
· Pray that countries will make ever more rapid progress in developing  renewable nergy sources.
· Pray for people impacted by flooding in many parts of the world.
· Pray that richer countries will honour their commitments to increase payments to developing countries to help them adapt to the effects of global warming.  

Lifestyle tips
The first item in the Eco Tips calendar is to take part in the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch. There’s still time to download the information you’ll need. Just follow the link in the calendar or Google ‘Big Garden Birdwatch 2026’. 
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