
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday 1st February 2026  
Candlemas 
Gospel: Luke 2: 22 – 40  
 

 

The King of Glory 
At Candlemas there is a definitive 
fulfilment of the prophecy of Malachi; 
the messenger of the Lord has entered 
into his temple to purify the sons of 
Levi. Who is this King of Glory? He is 
the incarnate Saviour, fully divine and 
fully human, compassionate and true. 
But the glory of this king is not to be 
understood by any measure of earthly 
expectation – such as wealth, power, 
influence or fame.  

The purification of God’s people 
demands a final sacrifice, a sacrifice 
which will complete and perfect all the 
many sacrifices of the Jerusalem 
Temple in which aged Simeon 
ministers as priest. God comes to his 
temple not to demand the perfect 
sacrifice but to make it, to be it. 
Simeon and Anna recognize this, not 
only the light and glory of Israel in the 
infant presented by his Mother most 
pure and St Joseph, but also as a sign 
that shall be opposed. Simeon knows 
that the glory to be revealed in God’s 
anointed One will lead to the Cross. 

 

From a sermon by St Sophronius of 
Jerusalem (560-638) 
Our lighted candles are a sign of the 
divine splendour of the one who comes 
to expel the dark shadows of evil and to 
make the whole universe radiant with 
the brilliance of his eternal light. Our 
candles also show how bright our souls 
should be when we go to meet Christ.  

The Mother of God, the most pure 
Virgin, carried the true light in her 
arms and brought him to those who lay 
in darkness. We too should carry a light 
for all to see and reflect the radiance of 
the true light as we hasten to meet him. 
The light has come and has shone upon 
a world enveloped in shadows; the 
Dayspring from on high has visited us 
and given light to those who dwelt in 
darkness. This, then, is our feast, and 
we join in procession with lighted 
candles to reveal the light that has 
shone upon us and the glory that is yet 
to come to us through him. So let us 
hasten all together to meet our God. 
The true light has come, the light that 
enlightens every man who is born into 
this world. Let all of us, my brethren, be 
enlightened and made radiant by this 
light. Let all of us share in its splendour 
and be so filled with it that no one 
remains in darkness. Let us shine as we 
go together to meet and to receive with 
the aged Simeon the light whose 
brilliance is eternal. Rejoicing with 
Simeon, let us sing a hymn of 
thanksgiving to God, the Father of the 
light, who sent the true light to dispel 
the darkness and to give us all a share in 
his eternal splendour. 

Intercession for today’s Feast 
We pray that the light of Christ, which 
no darkness can eclipse, shine this day 
and always. 


