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All Saint’s Church, Goulceby  

 

Service with Holy Communion 

Epiphany 

Sunday 4th January 2026 

PLEASE TAKE THIS NOTICE SHEET WITH YOU  

AFTER THE SERVICE 

 

Service leader: Revd. Andrew Roberts  

Churchwarden: Caroline Taylor  

Organist: Ken Shipley 

 

Next Sunday: 

11th January – Morning Praise – 10am 

St Helen’s Church, Burgh on Bain 
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The Word 

Reading - Old Testament - Isaiah 60.1-6 

1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  

2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 

   and thick darkness the peoples; 

 but the Lord will arise upon you, 

   and his glory will appear over you.  

3 Nations shall come to your light, 

   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  

 

4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 

   they all gather together, they come to you; 

 your sons shall come from far away, 

   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  

5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 

   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  

6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

   all those from Sheba shall come. 

 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
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Reading - New Testament – Ephesians 3.1-12 

1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake 

of you Gentiles— 2for surely you have already heard of the commission 

of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3and how the mystery was 

made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a 

reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the 

mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not made 

known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles 

and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-

heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ 

Jesus through the gospel.  

7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s 

grace that was given to me by the working of his power. 8Although I am 

the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to 

the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make 

everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 

who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God 

in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the 

eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 

whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith 

in him. 
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The Gospel 

Matthew 2.1-12 (NLT) – Visitors from the East 

1Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. 

About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, 

asking, 2“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it 

rose, and we have come to worship him.” 

3King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone 

in Jerusalem. 4He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of 

religious law and asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?” 

5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote: 

6‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are not least among the 

ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from you who will be the 

shepherd for my people Israel.’” 

7Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he 

learned from them the time when the star first appeared. 8Then he told 

them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. And when 

you find him, come back and tell me so that I can go and worship him, 

too!” 

9After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had 

seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and 

stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, 

they were filled with joy! 11They entered the house and saw the child 

with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 

they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 

12When it was time to leave, they returned to their own country by 

another route, for God had warned them in a dream not to return to 

Herod. 
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Where did the Wise Men come from? 

Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on. The Magi had originally been 

a religious caste among the Persians. Their devotion to astrology, 

divination and the interpretation of dreams led to an extension in the 

meaning of the word, and by the first century the Magi in Matthew’s 

gospel could have been astrologers from outside of Persia. Some 

scholars believe they might have come from what was then Arabia Felix, 

or as we would say today, southern Arabia. 

It is true that in the first century astrology was practised there, and it 

was the region where the Queen of Sheba had lived. She of course had 

visited Solomon and would have heard the prophecies about how one 

day a Messiah would be born to the Israelites and become their king. 

Matthew’s gospel (chapter 2) is clear that the Magi asked Herod: ‘Where 

is the One who has been born king of the Jews? We saw His star in the 

east and have come to worship Him.’ So it is possible that in southern 

Arabia the Queen of Sheba’s story of how a Messiah would one day be 

sent to the Israelites had survived. Certainly, there are a number of other 

early legends that connect southern Arabia with Solomon’s Israel. 

To many people this makes sense: that the ancient stories of a Messiah, 

linked to later astrological study, prompted these alert and god-fearing 

men to the realisation that something very stupendous was happening 

in Israel. They realised that after all these centuries, the King of the Jews, 

the Messiah, was about to be born. 

One more interesting thing that gives weight to the theory that the Magi 

came from southern Arabia is this: if you study any map of Palestine as 

it was during biblical times, you will find that the old Arabian caravan 

routes all entered Palestine ‘from the East’. 
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Oh, when the saints… 2nd January – St Basil and St Gregory 

‘Discipline’ is now virtually a banned word, along with ‘risk’, ‘problem’ 

and ‘failure’. They seem to have been replaced respectively by ‘focus’, 

‘safety’, ‘challenge’ and ‘opportunity’. On the occasions when we do 

recognise and applaud the virtue of discipline, it’s usually in the lives and 

activities of soldiers, police officers, dressage horses and the dog. But 

every year the Church Calendar remembers (on 2nd January) the lives of 

two outstanding leaders of the fourth century Church, Basil and Gregory.  

The hallmark of their lives was an iron self-discipline. Life-long friends 

since they were students together, they committed themselves to 

almost ferocious austerity. In fact, both died early from the long-term 

consequences of extreme self-denial. 

Bishops in the Eastern Church, they looked more to the new city of 

Constantinople than to Rome, but they both faced powerful opposition. 

Basil’s unwavering commitment to the faith earned him many enemies, 

not only from secular sources (political and even imperial) but also from 

within the Church. Gregory, a less robust character, faced similar insults 

and even physical violence when he set out to reform the church at 

Constantinople. Eventually this opposition cost him his bishopric. 

Basil was an activist, Gregory a contemplative, yet their lives followed a 

similar path of costly discipleship. Basil was born into a wealthy and 

influential family, but during a time of famine he felt it was his Christian 

duty to distribute the entire family inheritance in the form of food for 

the poor in his city. From then on, he lived an austere, even frugal life, 

and died at the age of 49, worn out by disease and physical weakness. 

Gregory too had poor health, largely through self-imposed poverty. 

In the declining years of the Roman Empire and in an atmosphere of 

moral laxity they believed that as Christian leaders they should set an 

example in self-discipline. 
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Basil and Gregory, whatever we think of their lifelong regime of self-

denial, were clear that their life of discipline was motivated by love of 

the same Lord who in love disciplined them. Without going to the 

extremes that they did, perhaps a little godly discipline might help us to 

build a healthier relationship with the God we try to ‘trust and obey.’  
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Notices 

Please join us for refreshments after the service. 

   Sunday 11th January – Morning Praise – 10am 

St Helen’s Church, Burgh on Bain 

 Sunday 18th January – Holy Communion – 10am 

St Andrew’s Church, Donington on Bain

 Sunday 25th January – Holy Communion – 10am 

St Martin’s Church, Scamblesby 

 
Sunday 1st February – Morning Praise – 10am 

All Saints’ Church, Goulceby 

 Sunday 8th February – Holy Communion – 10am 

St Helen’s Church, Burgh on Bain 

   The Ministry Team is setting up a Pastoral Care team to support our 

communities. If you feel you have a heart for this, please contact Neil 

Walker on 07771 861202 and more information will be provided. 

 
The Parish Prayer Circle exists to meet some of the prayer needs of the 

community. You can join the Prayer Circle or you can make a request 

for prayer (confidential within the Prayer Circle) by contacting 

Ann South on 01507 313792) 

 
 

 Asterby Group website: www.asterbygroup.org 

www.facebook.com/groups/asterbygroup 

 

http://www.asterbygroup.org/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/asterbygroup

