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BENEFICES of SHERBURN in ELMET with BARKSTON ASH & SAXTON, and ABERFORD & MICKLEFIELD
and LEDSHAM with FAIRBURN
www.sherburninelmetgroup.org.uk 
Priest-in-Charge:  The Revd Canon Chris Wilton 01977 682122, frwilton@aol.com 
~ Assistant Curates:  Fr Peter Townley 07515 998956 ~ The Revd Caroline Comer-Stone 07775 868189 ~ The Revd Wendy Plant 07803 125389 ~ 
~ Associate Priest: The Revd Nick Plant 0113 287 6064 ~ Readers: Mr Norman Sutcliffe 07933 273729 (texts only please) ~ Mrs Sharon Beanland 07980 485043 ~ Benefices Administrator:  Mrs Angie Wilton 01977 682122, avmw28@aol.com, 07866 801046 (pref text please) ~

21 December 2025 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Year A)
please remember to keep the last five minutes before the services, and especially the time during the administration of Holy Communion,
for quiet prayer and reflection (a bell will be rung before the main service at Sherburn)


Welcome to our services today, especially to the Christingle Eucharist at Micklefield this morning, and the Candlelight Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at Sherburn this evening.

Thank you to everyone who has helped decorate our churches so beautifully for Christmas, and to all who have given so much time in preparing for services etc.

Memory Trees (Sherburn & Micklefield): these are now in place. If you would like to remember a loved one with their name inscribed on a bauble, please fill in a form (at the back of church) and place in box provided.  There is no charge, but donations, in an envelope, welcome (at Micklefield, please put in the locked wooden box at the back of church.)

Morning Prayer, 9.30am: Tues (Aberford)
Evening Prayer, 5.30pm: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri (Sherburn)
Evening Prayer, 6.15pm: Tues (Micklefield)

Day by Day Book (Sherburn): no dates this week.

Your prayers are asked for those who are ill: Fr Nick Plant;  Saxton with Towton: June Pick.  Aberford: Lauren Ward.  Micklefield: Michael Needham, Jennifer Hudson, Maggie Moss, June Kelly, Jamie Truman; Gabriella van Danley; Sherburn & Barkston Ash: Jean Keeling, Dorothy Mills, Greta Wilkinson, Hilary Bower, Emily Barrie, Sandra Jackson, Jacqui Jolleys, Yvonne Lawton, Peter Thompson, Peter McCleave, Jessie Vause, Mike Barnard, Janet Burgis, June Sams, Doreen, Molly Hoyle, Sue Flaherty, Brenda Laycock, Beryl Walker, Jimmy Newton, Ben Clarke, Paul Shaw, Rosie Fletcher, David Atkinson, Tony Cotter, John Potts, Bernice Blackburn, Janine Marshall, Margaret Tighe, Kate Flynn, John Moore, Brian Riddle. 
Please tell Angie of any amendments to this list, or tell any of the clergy if anyone wishes to receive communion at home.

[bookmark: _Hlk204218349]We pray for those who have died recently:  Stuart Richardson; Jean Hills (90); Olga Hudson (88); Robert Henderson Bark (79); Peter Cockerill  (90): Eleanor (Ellie) Hague (16) [funeral & interment Sherburn Mon 29 Dec, 11.00am]; Janet Bean (95); Sophie Michelle Booth (15).

Years mind:  Flo Charlesworth, Melvyn Beanland

May they rest in peace and rise in glory

D I A R Y 
	Today, 21 December 
  O Oriens
	12 noon-ish  making Christingles (Sherburn Church Hall) – the more help the merrier!
  6.30pm  Candlelight Service of Nine Lessons & Carols (Sherburn)
                           followed by mulled wine and mince pies

	Monday 22
  O Rex Gentium
	  7.00pm  Carol Service (Ledsham)
NO Ecumenical Fellowship Group until after Christmas – next meeting Monday 12 January 2026

	Tuesday 23
  O Emmanuel
	No Bell ringing practice (Sherburn) – next is Tuesday 6 January 2026

	Wednesday 24
  CHRISTMAS EVE
	No midweek  Eucharist (Micklefield)
  4.00pm  Crib Service (Barkston)
  4.00pm  Crib Service & Nativity Play (Micklefield) – everyone can take part, come ready dressed up!
  4.00pm  Crib Service (Aberford)
  6.00pm  Christingle & Crib Service with No-Rehearsal nativity (Sherburn) –
                parts for everyone, costumes available, but you're welcome to come ready dressed up!
  6.00pm  Carol Service (Saxton)
11.15pm  Midnight Mass with carols (Micklefield)
11.45pm  Sung Midnight Mass (the first Mass of Christmas) (Sherburn)

	Thursday 25
  CHRISTMAS DAY
	  9.15am  Eucharist (Barkston)
     no services at Saxton (congregation encouraged to attend Barkston or Sherburn) or at Micklefield
10.45am  Eucharist (Ledsham)
10.45am  Eucharist (Aberford)
10.45am  Family Eucharist (Sherburn)

	Friday 26 - STEPHEN
	  

	Saturday 27 - JOHN
	


          
Worship next Sunday, 28 December
THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
(First Sunday of Christmas)

PLEASE NOTE: although not a Fifth Sunday, there will be just one, Benefices, Eucharist today.
No services at any of the other churches:

10.45am  Benefices Eucharist  (Sherburn)

  

•  Selby Food Bank: please do continue to give  your much-needed support.  Donation boxes in Sherburn (Vicarage porch & church) – thank you for your donations last week of 88.6kg; next collection Friday 9 January – and in Micklefield church (+ envelope for used stamps for Martin House), church open 10.00am-4.00pm, Wednesday-Sunday. Thank you to everyone who donated towards the Micklefield Appeal to Care & Share which resulted in 57.3kg being sent to the Food Bank.

Altar flowers donor/arranger rota (Sherburn)
There are one or two slots on the 2026 rota - please speak to Angie if  you are interested.  From 1 January 2026, the cost of the weekly flowers (If you are not arranging your own flowers), will increase to £25 per week, the first increase since 2015.

Flower Coordinator Lizzy Allanson 07738 832445. Flower money should be given to Angie by the end of the preceding month. 
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