18th January 2026          St. James the Less                Epiphany 2
[bookmark: _Hlk178029900][bookmark: _Hlk180797981]SUNDAY
11am MORNING WORSHIP    Rev Jan

Readings   1Cor. 1-9   John 129-42

       21st January
         St. Agnes

[image: Saint Agnes, a brave christian martyr]




She carries a lamb invoking the idea of purity and chastity; the palm branch signifies martyrdom. 





Agnes should be the patron saint of all the young Christian girls alive today who live in areas of the world where they face kidnap, rape, forced marriage, persecution and even death – simply because they are Christian.

Agnes, born c 291, probably came from a noble Roman family. She converted to Christianity at the age of 10, and took a vow of chastity. When she was only 13, the son of a high-ranking Roman official wanted to marry her. But Agnes refused, declaring herself given totally to Christ.

This was not a safe thing to say in 304. It was a time of great violence against Christians, the so-called Persecution of Diocletian. So Agnes was condemned to death. Some accounts say she was burned at the stake, while Ambrose claims her death came by the sword. She may have been sentenced to serve as a virgin sacrifice to pagan deities. Beheading has also been mentioned.


In any event, Agnes became a virgin-martyr, and thus became patron saint of chastity, girls, virgins, engaged couples and rape survivors. In the decades after her death her tomb became a place of pilgrimage, as other Christians sought courage for themselves by remembering her fearless witness.




WEDS (21st)
10:30am HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Mark

Readings   1Sam. 1732-33,37,40-51    Mark 31-6 
Please welcome any visitors from other Hadleigh Churches who have come to share with us during this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity


Services next week 
Sun 25th     11:00am St. J Holy Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk213108038]Weds 28th  10:30am St. J Holy Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk181129205]
Prayer for the Week  of Prayer for Unity
Loving Lord, accept the prayers of all Your faithful children throughout the world, who call out to You with one mind, one voice, and one heart. Through Your beloved disciple John, You promised that if we walk in Your light, then we will have communion with one another, and Your precious blood will cleanse us of all sin. Bring us that blessed communion, O Saviour!   AMEN
Please continue to pray for all those on our prayer list: Guy Negus,  Derek Cotgrove,  Pam & Derek Johnson, Edward, Dom, and Robert Waterson 
 

Don’t  forget
The ALPHA course starts on Weds at 7:30pm in church
Venues for Week of Prayer services:
    Tues. 20th   7:30pm  at the Baptist church
   Weds. 21st 10:30am at St. James the Less
   Thurs. 22nd 2pm at the Methodist church
    Fri. 23rd     2pm at St. Michael’s (Daws Heath)
    Sat. 24th    4pm Praise Service, Methodist church 

Next Beat’n’Beans:
Sat. 14th Feb 10:30am  with The Umbrella Factory

Church website:   https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6384/         BTH website: bth-group.org 
Revd Mark Smeed:   01268 211009       mark.smeed@bth-group.org
Claire Littlejohn (St. James’ Newsletter): 01268 757557 turiclaire@gmail.com
Revd Pete (Team Leader/Area Dean):  01268 211009     hadleigh.area.dean@gmail.com
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