WELCOME

3T JOHN THE BAPTIST
SHENSTONE

TH E FOU NTAI N Welcome to The Fountain -

our weekly Sunday morning
service for all ages!

Worship for all ages

We meet each Sunday at 10am to worship Jesus, grow in faith, and serve our village with
love. The service lasts an hour, and primary school-aged children are welcome to join their
own group in the side chapel during the sermon. Stay afterwards for refreshments — a
relaxed opportunity to meet people and feel at home.

iamng February's Services

We continue our journey through the first part of The Book of Exodus.
God has a rescue plan for his enslaved people but will his servant
Moses confront Pharaoh. Join us as we continue to explore the theme
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10am Theme & Readings

Sunday 1* The Fountain Reluctance and Reassurance
February Morning Worship Exodus 4.1-17
Sunday 8" The Fountain Faith Amid Frustration
February Morning Worship Exodus 5.1-9 &5.22-6.8
Sunday 15* The Fountain From Cruelty to Chaos
February Morning Worship Exodus 7.8-13 &9.13-30
Sunday 22™ The Fountain The Final Strike
February Holy Communion Exodus I1.1-10




Interim Insights: A Warm Start to the New Year!

Despite icy mornings and even some snow, the new year has
begun with real warmth across our churches. And that warmth
hasnt come from the buildings — many of which have been
physically on the chilly side — but from the fellowship.

At St Peter’s, it has been encouraging to see people gathering
intentionally from Tlam, ahead of the service, to share conversation
and a coffee. At St John's, the coming together of the two previous
morning congregations as the 10am Fountain has brought a renewed shared life, energy,
and belonging. Like coals drawn together in a fire, warmth grows when we gather close.

Sunday mornings are not only about worship and the Word, but also about being the
people of God together. As Hebrews reminds us, “Let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together” (Hebrews 10:24-
25). Fellowship creates the conditions in which growth, encouragement, and discipleship
can flourish, and | have been greatly encouraged by the warmth we are seeing, even in the
coldest season.

As we continue through the year, my prayer is that we keep drawing closer — to one

another and to Christ — trusting that God is at work among us.
Kbl e
TRINITY METHODIST Interim Vicar

<« 2 PRAYING
FOR +20%

This year, we are

intentionally praying for a
20% increase in our Sunday
congregations — 10 more
people at St John's and 5 at
St Peter’s. Please pray that

God would be at work and

Last month, it was a special joy as many from St John's

that we would each play

once again joined the annual Covenant Service at Trinity our part in welcoming

Methodist. In their centenary year, we were delighted to growth, both physically and

present an honorary plaque, offered with gratitude for our spiritually.

long-standing fellowship and friendship here in Shenstone.



ASH WEDNESDAY < FOOD FOR
JOINT SERVICE B Y THOUGHT

All are welcome to a Joint Benefice Ash Together with Trinity Methodist, we're
Wednesday Communion at St Peter’s, Stonnall, hosting four Lent Course Lunches on
on Wednesday 18 February at 7.30pm. Wednesdays in March at St John's,
Theme: Scribbling in the Sand (John 8:1-11) starting 4th March (12:30-2pm).

Each session includes a light lunch,

Bible input, and discussion.

The Want to understand how o ’
Bible characters, stories
B'bl and themes are linked from ’ GOT A NOTICE =
1 e Genesis to Revelation? . o
course e T B S Something happening in our two
NEW EDITION New Edition churches? Please send details to
Stephanie in the church office for the
Missed the first session? Not too late to join in at next edition (published on the first
Session 2 on Sunday 15™ Feb at The River. Sunday of the month).

Deadline: Tuesday 24 February.

“ E-MAIL NEWSLETTER

Receive weekly news and notices from our two churches via e-mail every
Thursday. Use the QR code to subscribe or contact Stephanie in the office.
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SUNdGY 8th i 3:30pm Refreshments
Februury & 4pm-6pm Worship & Prayer
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Bishop Tim is calling churches to pray for revival and hosting prayer gatherings for
churches to com together and pray . The first of these is Sunday 8" February. The second
one will be on May 9th and we will be hosting it at St John the Baptist, Shenstone.



- The River is our benefice-wide evening
'l- The Rlve' service, shaped by Acts 2:42 —
teaching, breaking bread, fellowship,
s 1) 6:30-8:00pm ¥ ¥ i

and prayer. Each week has a different

® .
THE RIVER I Shenstone Library focus, but together we're learning to
(Main Street, WS14 ONF)

follow Jesus in community.

The Bible Course: Session 1

day I* Feb TEACHING
Sunday ebruary N Introducing the Bible

Approaching Lent: What do you
Sunday 8" February BREAKING OF BREAD think of me?

Mark 10.46-52

The Bible C : Session 2
Sunday 15" February FELLOWSHIP e ef ourse e55|'on
Genesis: The story begins
Sunday 22™ February PRAYER Praying Together

Giving [/ mmenoisiemie K T

Baptist is made possible through the
generous and faithful giving of our church family. If you o,
would like to support this work with a one-off gift or by o o IBI—

setting up regular giving, please visit parishgiving.org.uk P A R 1S H
and search for ‘Shenstone’, or simply scan the QR code. (5 |\ | N |

A card machine is also available at the back of church. S C H EM E

Contact bonch oud, wore

Interim Vicar Parish Administrator

Revd Jonathan Iddon Stephanie Fowler

Qe 07756 752412 For general enquiries and St John's Hill Community Hall
# vicareshenstone-stonnall.church bookings:

Usual rest days: Qe 07476 351436

Friday afternoon and Saturday ¢ admineshenstone-stonnall.church

For urgent pastoral needs when the Vicar is unavailable, our Churchwardens are here to help:
Veronica Raybould Ke 01543 480756 and lan Law K¢ 07973 548785

#® Website: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4484/
@ Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistshenstone
J P
@ YouTube: www.youtube.com/eShenstone-Stonnall



http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/

