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Serving the villages of Bawdrip, Cossington, Pawlett, Puriton and Woolavington

11th January 2026 – The Baptism of Christ 

Collect 
	Eternal Father,
Who at the Baptism of Jesus
Revealed him to be your Son,
Anointing Him with the Holy Spirit:
Grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit
That we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children;
Though Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
Who is alone and reigns with you,
In the unity of the Holy Spirit
One God, now and for ever. 
Amen


BE THOU MY GUARDIAN AND MY GUIDE
And hear me when I call
Let not my slippery footsteps slide
And hold me lest I fall.

The world the flesh and Satan dwell
Around the path I tread
O save me from the snares of hell
Thou quickener of the dead.

And if I tempted am to sin
And outward things are strong
Do thou, O lord keep watch within
And save my soul from wrong.

Still let me ever watch and pray
And feel that I am frail
That if the tempter cross my way
Yet he may not prevail.

Readings Isaiah 42:1-9	Acts 10:34-43	Matthew 3:13-17


Reflection 
At this time of year, we think about new beginnings. Many people still make and break resolutions –to take up things that would be good for us or give up things that aren’t good for us. In this season of Epiphany our Sunday Bible readings give us opportunities to see God revealed to us in Jesus Christ in many and varied ways. 
Today in Matthew’s Gospel we see the beginnings of the ministry we hold as the basis for our common faith in an account full of powerful symbolism and imagery. In Jesus baptism in the River Jordon, we have to us revealed who Jesus is. Jesus did not need to be Baptised, but Matthew is again keen to show us how Jesus is fulfilling the prophecies about the Messiah. 
Isaiah 11 v.2 is echoed in this morning’s gospel narrative. Isaiah states ‘The Spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord’ It is all very visual. In our reading from Matthew, we hear ‘suddenly the heavens were opened to Him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on Him.’ 
Jesus coming up out of the Jordon also fulfils a prophecy from Isaiah 42 ‘Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations’  Matthew echoes these words when he tells us a voice from heaven said ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 
In this narrative Jesus has left his home in Nazareth to walk many miles to be baptised. He has left behind all that is important to him – family, friends his livelihood, walking towards his destiny. His baptism is the symbolic start of his short 3-year ministry which ultimately leads to his crucifixion, death and resurrection. This is God’s plan for Jesus and there is no turning back. 
In Baptism we too start our ministry – a ministry of loving God and neighbour as we love ourselves – how hard is it sometimes to love ourselves? 
As we mark Jesus’ baptism today and hear again that he is acknowledged as God’s beloved Son, let us also remember our baptism – I’m sure many of us can’t remember being baptised as an infant, but we know the symbolism and the significance. 
We remember that we are sealed with the cross of Christ with oil on our foreheads – ‘Christ claims you for his own – receive the sign of the cross’ We are beloved and part of God’s family. 
We are washed in the water of Baptism and our sin, our separation from God is washed away. This doesn’t negate further confession. King David in the psalms says ‘create in me a clean heart O God and put a right spirit within me.’  Every week or every day we pray in the Lord’s prayer – forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us..’  We are restoring our relationship with God. 
Finally in baptism we are given a candle with the words ‘you have received the light of Christ; walk in this light all the days of your life. Shine as a light in the world, to the glory of God the Father.’ That should be the focus for any new beginning. 
Today  – think again about your baptism. If you are in the habit of signing yourself with the cross, think of the time you were signed with the cross in your baptism. As we end today let us Go in the light and peace of Christ, and work to bring God’s light, love and peace to every corner of the world around us. 
Amen. 

FIRMLY I BELIEVE AND TRULY
God is Three and God is One
And I next acknowledge duly
Manhood taken by the Son.


And I trust and hope most fully
In the Saviour crucified
And each thought and deed unruly
Do to death as he has died.

Simply to his grace and wholly
Light and life and strength belong
And I love supremely solely
Him the holy him the strong




And I hold in veneration
For the love of him alone
Holy Church as his creation
And her teachings as his own.

Adoration ay be given
With and through the angelic host
To the God and earth and heaven
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers and Lord’s Prayer


LORD THE LIGHT OF YOUR LOVE IS SHINING
In the midst of the darkness shining;
Jesus Light of the world shine upon us,
Set us free by the truth you now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me.

Shine Jesus shine, 
Fill this land with the Father’s glory
Blaze Spirit blaze
Set our hearts on fire
Flow river flow
Fill the nations with grace and mercy;
Send forth Your word and let there be light

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence,
From the shadows into Your radiance;
By the blood I may enter Your brightness,
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness.
Shine on me, shine on me.

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness,
So our faces display Your likeness,
Ever changing from glory to glory;
Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story
Shine on me, shine on me.


Shine as a light of the world to the glory of God the Father. Amen 
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Lent Course – following the Diocesan Year of Prayer this year’s Lent Course will be ‘The Prayer Course’ an 8 week study on The Lord’s prayer. The course will be run on Zoom starting at 2:30pm on 17th February. Please let revkirsty@hotmail.com know if you would like to attend.  


Weekly Events
Monday 		7:00pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Woolavington
			7.30pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Puriton
Tuesdays 		10.30am 	Coffee Morning, Puriton Clist Room  
Wednesdays 	10:45am 	Coffee Morning, Cossington
			3.15pm 	Messy Church Club, Woolavington
Thursdays 		12-2:30pm 	Bakeability Café Bawdrip Parish Hall
7.30pm 	Pause for Thought, Bawdrip
Fridays 		2.00pm 	Pop Up Choir, (resumes 6th Feb) 
5.00pm 	Choir Practice, Pawlett
The diary 
Monday 12th 	10.30am 	Assembly Pawlett School 
			7.00pm 	Woolavington PCC, Rectory
Tuesday 13th 	7.00pm 	Puriton Parish Council Meeting
Wed 14th 		9.30am 	Ministry Team Meeting, Rectory
			2.00pm 	Deanery Zoom meeting
			7.00pm 	Deanery Reorganisation Meeting 

[bookmark: _Hlk105052858]Morning Prayer on Zoom Monday – Thursday 8.30am 
www.zoom/us/join Meeting ID: 803 619 7054	Passcode: 188399

Lent Course 2026 
[image: Courses — St Peter's West Molesey]
An 8-week course based on The Lord’s Prayer. Luke 11:1-5
2.30pm on Zoom 		www.zoom/us/join
Meeting ID: 803 619 7054	Passcode: 188399

Tuesday 17th February – Why Pray?
Tuesday 24th February – Adoration 
Tuesday 3rd March – Petition
Tuesday 10th March - Intercession
Wednesday 18th March – Unanswered Prayer
Wednesday 25th March - Contemplation
Tuesday 31st March – Listening
Tuesday 7th April – Spiritual Warfare.
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Living and telling the story of Jesus




