  4h December 2026               St. James the Less                     Epiphany
[bookmark: _Hlk215440924][bookmark: _Hlk180797981]SUNDAY
[bookmark: _Hlk215444972]Readings   Isaiah 601-6, Matthew 2 1-12 
·   8am HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Mark 

· 11am MORNING WORSHIP   Sheena

· 4:00pm       at St Barnabas 
             DEANERY EPIPHANY SERVICE

     Where did the Wise Men come from?
Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on. The Magi had originally been a religious caste among the Persians, who were also devoted to astrology.  By the first century the Magi in Matthew’s gospel could have been astrologers from outside of Persia. Some scholars believe they might have come from what is today, southern Arabia.
This was also the region where the Queen of Sheba had lived.  She had of course, once visited Solomon and would have heard the prophecies about how one day a Messiah would be born to the Israelites and become their king.
To many people this makes sense: that the ancient stories of a Messiah, linked to later astrological study, prompted these alert and god-fearing men to the realisation that something very stupendous was happening in Israel. They realised that after all these centuries, the King of the Jews, the Messiah, was about to be born.
One more interesting thing that gives weight to the theory that the Magi came from southern Arabia is this: if you study any map of Palestine as it was during biblical times, you will find that the old Arabian caravan routes all entered Palestine ‘from the East’.
WEDS (7th)

   10:30am HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Pete
Readings  1John 322 - 46   Matt 412-17, 23 to end 


Services next week 
Sun 11th    11:00am   Holy Communion              
Weds 14th   10:30am  Holy Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk181129205]
Prayer for the Week    

Dear God,
Thank you for new beginnings. What an incredible day this is with a fresh year's potential stretched out before me. I want to be found faithful this year in each and every opportunity You bring to me. Thank You, Lord, for new beginnings. I pray this in Jesus' name.       Amen.
                                           Pastor David McGee 

Please remember in your prayers:  Guy Negus,    Derek & Pam Johnson, Edward, Dom.
May all those for whom we pray feel the arms of Jesus holding them close.  AMEN
Don’t forget
Beat’n’Beans   next Saturday 10th Jan with
the The Silver Darlings Shanty Crew 

WEEK of PRAYER for CHRISTIAN UNITY
18th – 25th Jan

ALPHA course begins Weds 21st Jan 7:30
Refreshments;  short videos exploring the big issues around faith, unpacking the basics of Christianity, addressing questions such as Who is Jesus?, How can we have faith? and How does God guide us?













Don’t forget
Beat’n’Beans   next Saturday 10th Jan with
the The Silver Darlings Shanty Crew 

WEEK of PRAYER for CHRISTIAN UNITY
18th – 25th Jan

ALPHA course begins Weds 21st Jan 7:30
Refreshments;  short videos exploring the big issues around faith, unpacking the basics of Christianity, addressing questions such as Who is Jesus?, How can we have faith? and How does God guide us?

Church website:   https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6384/         BTH website: bth-group.org 
Revd Mark Smeed  01268 21109  mark.smeed@bth-group.org
Claire Littlejohn (St. James’ Newsletter): 01268 757557    turiclaire@gmail.com
Revd Pete (Team Leader/Area Dean):    01268 211009     hadleigh.area.dean@gmail.com
