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100 CLUB   December 2025

1st      (58)   Sophia Cooper-Recine
2nd     (83)   Richard Deacon
3rd      (78)   Elizabeth Mottram

The January 2026 drawn will be after the Candlemas service on the 25th  January.


World Day of Prayer Friday 6th March 2026
World Day of Prayer is a movement initiated and carried out by Christian women of many traditions. While women, men and children are invited to participate in the actual WDP worship service women have the responsibility for WDP on all levels.
Morning will come first on the islands of Tonga, in the South Pacific. For twenty-four hours the sun will rise and ride over lush jungles and stark deserts, alpine meadows and rocky seacoasts. The brightness of its light will awaken us in rural villages and teeming cities. All day long we will come to wooden pavilions in the open air, to rural churches nestled in valleys, to senior homes, hospitals and jails, to suburban churches and parish halls, to meeting rooms of many kinds and to soaring cathedrals in the midst of great cities. We will embrace, sing and pray, sharing a worship that brings us the life and faith of Christian sisters far from us. When the last light of the sun fades from Samoa and the north-western areas of Alaska, the “Amen” heard from those communities will close our circle of prayer for the world.
The 2026 World Day of Prayer materials from Nigeria bring us a powerful invitation drawn from Matthew 11:28-30. At a time when people worldwide are carrying heavy burdens, our Nigerian sisters offer profound insights into finding rest in God. ​
 
Through their exploration of different kinds of burdens - shame, systemic oppression, religious persecution, poverty and despair - the writers help us understand both the weight of human suffering and the depths of divine rest. Their work shows us that true rest isn't just about physical relief, but about transformation through God's grace and community support. 

The Nigerian committee has woven together their cultural wisdom with the universal need for rest. Through symbols like the calabash bowl, which represents both daily sustenance and divine provision, they remind us how God meets us in our weariness.  
The service will take place at the church of St. John the Baptist Kingstone at 3.45pm. 



	
JANUARY SERVICES IN ST. MARY’S

SUNDAY  11th  January  11.15am  HOLY COMMUNION

SUNDAY     25th  January  3.00pm CANDLEMAS SERVICE
with Baptism candle re-lighting & refreshments afterwards 


HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL

Hope your Christmas was peaceful and happy and that 2026 will be a good year.
The weather over the last few days has been a bit challenging, snow is lovely when you are a child and school is closed but not so lovely for us grown-ups.  
Need to watch out for pot-holes down the Gratwich lanes as they were growing well before the frosts so possibly will be even deeper now.
Please report any potholes you find on line at www.staffordshire.gov.uk You will need the postcode or name of the lane and if you can upload a photo of the pothole even better.

I can’t believe how fast the days went and now it is a New Year – maybe next year we should have a celebration in church on 12th night (5th January) to mark the start of Epiphany and the arrival of the Three Kings. 

This year we are hoping to have some events in the village.
 We would also be delighted for people to suggest some events and  help organise them.

One event already booked is a BARN DANCE on APRIL18th in Kingstone Village Hall.  More details next month, but please save the date.


CLEANING ROTA
Helen Brough & Rosemary Hollins


AREA CONTACT NUMBERS
If you need information on or to book a Baptism, Wedding or Funeral please contact:
Nicola Bagworth, Area Co-Ordinator 01889 562915 (Mon to Thurs 9.30pm – 12 noon)
Email: uttoxeterareaparish@outlook.com
Rev. Joe CantTeam Vicar, Uttoxeter Area of Parishes  07592 206706
Carolyn Hollins, St. Mary’s  Gratwich Church Warden 01889 502680
Jenny Talbot, St. Mary’s Gratwich Church Warden   01889 502471

AREA LETTER JANUARY

Greetings,

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, a new creation has come: the old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5 v17)

The start of a new year can stir a wide range of feelings. For some, this is a source of renewed energy and hope, marking the beginning of a fresh year full of potential. Others, however, may find it more challenging, with dreary weather, the pressure of post-Christmas expenses, or a sense of letdown after the festive period all contributing to a subdued mood. Even those who having enjoyed the Advent and Christmas period may find that January requires a deliberate effort to seek out new reasons to celebrate and look ahead with hope.

The way we experience January can be shaped by how we observe its events, and first thoughts naturally turn to New Year’s resolutions.  (Apparently, the first New Year’s resolutions date back over 4,000 years ago to ancient Babylon.  The Babylonians would plant crops, crown a new king, and make promises to the gods to pay their debts and return any borrowed items. They believed that if they kept their word, the gods would look favourably on them for the year ahead. New year’s resolutions as we know them seem to have started around  1752 when the Gregorian calendar was introduced.)  New Year marks the transition from the old to the new, and resolutions are a response to our inner desire to become new, to be better people. For many, the New Year brings with it the promise of significant milestones - special anniversaries, birthdays, or the anticipation of important events. These might include weddings, the birth of a child, changing school, starting a first job, or even retirement. 

As we launch into 2026, January can be a helpful time to pause and reflect on the changes we all experience and all that we hope for. Using that text from Corinthians above to meditate on, is useful in helping us to discern that in Christ we can discover a spiritual transformation, a renewal not brought about by half-hearted resolutions that fade after a few days but by the empowering Spirit of God transforming our lives to reflect Christ’s; a life that is forever new.  And that living in the loving presence of Christ can enable us to face whatever the New Year brings, be it celebration or difficulty.

A Happy and Blessed New Year!

Revd John Lander
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For further information please email: jenny477@btinternet.com
Facebook: St. Mary’s Church Gratwich
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