Church notices 1st. Feb. for the parishes of St John the Baptist Ruardean, Holy Jesus Lydbrook and Holy Trinity Drybrook.
These notices are also available on www.achurchnearyou.com  
 
THIS SUNDAY – CHANGE TO USUAL ROTATION
1st. February 10.30am. – A celebration of Candlemas and Clare’s last Sunday service as Rector. Benefice Communion at Ruardean followed by a reception in Ruardean Village Hall.  I do hope you’ll be able to come. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY      
8th. February 10.30am. – 2nd. Sunday before Lent. 
Benefice Communion at Lybrook led by Bp. Christopher. 

Funeral of Jacqui Orman at Ruardean Church, Thursday 12th. February at 2.30pm. We give thanks her life within our congregation and pray that she may rest in peace and rise in glory.
Sunday Benefice Communion service venues –
15th. February – Sunday before Lent – Ruardean. 
22nd. February – Lent 1 – Drybrook
1st. March – Lent 2 – Lydbrook
8th. March – Lent 3 – Ruardean
15th. March – Mothering Sunday – Drybrook
22nd. March – Passion Sunday – Lydbrook
29th. March – Palm Sunday – Ruardean.
5th. April – Easter - Drybrook
 
Other Benefice services  
18th. February - Ash Wednesday – Lent begins  
10.30am. Holy Communion with ‘ashing’ at Ruardean.
2nd. April - Maundy Thursday 7pm. Communion of the Last Supper, Ruardean
3rd. April – Good Friday 2pm. Last Hour at the Cross – Lydbrook
 
MORE ABOUT THE APPROACHING VACANCY
Legally the vacancy begins on 15th. Feb as I officially retire on 14th. Feb.  It is advised that church services keep to the same pattern they had prior to the vacancy. We hope that Sundays at 10.30am. will continue to be a benefice communion. Services will mainly be led by local retired clergy and clergy holding diocesan posts. There may be occasions when a priest cannot be found and then there will most likely be a service of the word. Members of the congregation will continue to lead the intercessions, read the lessons and our reader Tony will both assist visiting clergy on Sunday mornings and take the lead on benefice funerals. We have a higher than usual number of weddings and these will be taken by local clergy.  Congregations will be encouraged to work together to help each other as they seek to be the people of God in this particular part of the Forest.  It needs to be a time when people pray and seek to be open to whatever future God calls you to. 
Loving and faithful God, you have welcomed each one of us in Jesus
and called us to be His Body in these parishes; send us your Holy Spirit,
at this time of uncertainty and change, to fill us with vision, energy,
and faithfulness in prayer, that we may be true to our calling
to bring new life to our communities. Amen. 
Notice the ‘us’ ‘we’ and ‘our’  - you need to be in it together and ‘I’ needs to take third place – God, others and then self.    

BIRTHDAYS –
Birthday greetings to all who are celebrating this week.
7th.Feb Alison Lewis.  

COMMUNITY NOTICES
Every 2nd. Tuesday of the month, Meet and Eat at The Pludds, Village Hall. 11am – 2pm. A warm place to meet, chat and share. Light lunches tea, coffee and cakes. Further information from Sue Barber on 01594 861180
 
Every Thursday morning 10:30–12 noon, treat yourself to a cup of tea or coffee with a fresh slice of cake for only £1.50. Ruardean Woodside Village Hall.
 
Fridays 10am. -12noon. Coffee, cake and conversation. Ruardean warm space. Ruardean Memorial Hall. Post office van outside from 10 -11am.
 
For our prayers:
Those who are unwell - Doris, Liz, Rose, Malcolm & June, Lisa,
Janet, Glyn, David, Dave P, Dave M. and Keith Thompson.
 
Those we have known and loved who have died particularly Jacqueline Orman and all whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

