Those who are sick, grieving, or in any kind of need, remembering especially: 
Garsington: 
Cuddesdon:  Julie Grindod, 
Horspath: Anne & Bob Adams, John Llewellyn, Susan Gee, 
For those who have died, and those who grieve for them   including Anne Gonzalez and Brian Edward Merry from Garsington; Oscar and Wendy Lear, Joyce and Eric Sellar.
                                          
NOTICES:

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP – ALL SAINTS, CUDDESDON – 5pm on Wednesdays 
ALL WELCOME – 30 minutes of silent prayer FOLLOWED BY: Midweek Eucharist 6pm in All Saints Cuddesdon. 
CONSULTATION ON APPOINTING THE NEW BISHOP OF OXFORD ENDS THIS WEEK
The Diocese are currently discerning who might be our new Diocesan Bishop for Oxford. Anyone living, working or worshipping in the diocese can contribute their views via the form available on the Diocesan Website.
https://oxford.anglican.org/consultation

CANDLEMAS BY MALCOLM GUITE
They came, as called, according to the Law.
Though they were poor and had to keep things simple,
They moved in grace, in quietness, in awe,
For God was coming with them to His temple.
Amidst the outer court’s commercial bustle
They’d waited hours, enduring shouts and shoves,
Buyers and sellers, sensing one more hustle,
Had made a killing on the two young doves.
They come at last with us to Candlemas
And keep the day the prophecies came true
We glimpse with them, amidst our busyness,
The peace that Simeon and Anna knew.
For Candlemas still keeps His kindled light,
Against the dark our Saviour’s face is bright.

LENT 2026 Over the next few weeks there will be more information about plans for our Benefice over Lent, Holy Week and Easter.  In the meantime, we encourage you to sign up to the Diocesan initiative Come and See.  This year’s theme is on “Discovering Jesus Through the Eucharist’. There are daily emails and weekly videos.  You can find out more here: https://oxford.anglican.org/organiser-materials


Next week’s service: (All Welcome – why not invite a friend?) 
Sunday 8th February February The Second Sunday before Lent    
Cuddesdon, All Saint’s     9.30am Parish Eucharist
                                            3pm Storytime Church
Garsington, St Mary’s       9.30am Parish Eucharist
Horspath, St Giles:           11.00am Parish Eucharist
                                  
Administrator and Contact details for booking baptisms, weddings, pastoral visits, 
07540051798  Email gchbenefice@gmail.com
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Sunday 1st February 2026 The Presentation of Christ in the Temple - Candlemas                         (White)
Cuddesdon, All Saint’s:   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
                                            9.30am Parish Eucharist
Garsington, St Mary’s:       9.30am Parish Eucharist
Horspath, St Giles:             11.00 am Morning Worship
                                                              Sunday Funtime in the Hub

Collect
Almighty and ever–living God,
clothed in majesty,
whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple,
in substance of our flesh:
grant that we may be presented to you
with pure and clean hearts,
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Post Communion
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna,
who lived to welcome the Messiah:
may we, who have received these gifts beyond words,
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes
   to bring us to eternal life;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

Malachi 3.1-5
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.
5 Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.



Hebrews 2.14-end
14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people.18Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

Luke 2.22-40
22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
   according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
   and for glory to your people Israel.’
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.

,



Tom will be saying Morning and Evening Prayer in Church on the following days;
You are always welcome to join with him in this daily cycle of prayer:
Tuesday No Morning Prayer (Tom on a training course)
Tuesday 6pm - Cuddesdon
Wednesday 9:15am - Cuddesdon 
Thursday 6pm - Horspath
Friday 9:15am - Horspath
Friday 5pm - Garsington
Tom’s priorities this week will include: worship, training (Preaching on Matthew in Lent and Easter), Julian Group (Contemplative Prayer), mid-week Benefice communion, various meetings with Clergy, School Collective Worship, School visits for National Storytelling week,  pop into Horspath Hub coffee, meeting with Parish Development Advisor/work consultant, interments of ashes, emails, desk work and admin, sermon preparation.
Please pray for these priorities, and for the pastoral conversations and encounters which will ensue.  Thanks.

Please pray for growth in the churches in our Benefice                                                       God of mission, who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom and love to our actions, joy to our worship, and power to our witness. Help our churches (St Mary’s, Garsington; All Saints’, Cuddesdon and St Giles’, Horspath) to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you, in generous giving, and in loving service to each other and to our local communities.  Amen

Please pray for:    
· The people of Venezuela, Gaza, Palestine, Iran, Israel, Lebanon, Syria; Ukraine, Yemen, Sudan and all conflict zones – for a lasting ceasefire, peace with justice, reconciliation, mercy and compassion 
· For restraint in international dialogue, and for wisdom and tolerance in international politics
· During the winter we especially pray for the homeless and everyone affected by food and fuel poverty.
· All refugees, asylum seekers, and those who support refugees
· Our parishes of Garsington, Cuddesdon and Horspath, our Churchwardens, Clergy, Treasurers, Secretaries and PCCs
· Our Benefice Safeguarding Officer, (Kathryn) and all that we do to keep children and vulnerable adults safe
· Story-time Church, Sunday Fun Time, Chatter and Clatter, Family Time, our all-age Eucharists, and all our work with children, young people and families 
· Our Church Primary schools in Garsington and Horspath – for the Headteachers, staff and pupils and governors
· At the start of the new term, we pray for Ripon College Cuddesdon – for the Revd Dr Harriet Harris as she takes on the role of Principal. For all members of staff and all the community.
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