[image: ]St Mary the Virgin Ware 
Sunday 1st February, Candlemas
 
Welcome to St Mary's this morning
If you are visiting or here for the first time, we hope you feel at home, and please do make yourself known. Those of you with small children may wish to make use of the Children’s Corner during the service, if that is helpful for you. At the offertory a collection will be taken for the work of the church. If you are able to use a Gift Aid envelope please do. There is a card reader, and further information about giving to St Mary’s, by the door where you came in. When we come to share communion please follow the stewards. Refreshments are served in the hall after the service – please stay if you can. 

Services this Sunday
8am				Eucharist, in Church and on Facebook 
10am				Eucharist with Children’s Church, in Church and on Zoom 
5pm 				Choral Evensong

Hymns								
Processional		44 Angels from the realms of glory
Gradual 			72 Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour 
Offertory			89 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness
Communion 		360 Faithful vigil ended
Final				90 Songs of thankfulness and praise 

Music
Setting			The Addington Service Shephard
Motet			Nunc dimittis from Third Service Moore	
Voluntary			Toccata from Three Pieces for Organ Temmingh
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Children’s Church 	Jackie Turner, Daphne Footer
Welcomers		John and Gillian Budworth 
Sidespeople		Barbara Howard, Mary Boulter
Servers 	 		Mike Franklin, Noah Clarke, Roti Tunis
Readers			Gavin John, Carol Taylor
Intercessor		Mike Franklin
Lay Admin		Roti Tunis, Margaret Meldrum, Carol Taylor, Derek Day
Coffee		 	Linn Parker, Mary Millett 
			
For your Prayers
Any who are sick or suffering: Howard Marshall, Sue Frost
The housebound, among them: Sheila Brown, Chris Skinner, Hazel Bayford
Those who have died: Carolyn Mills, Donald Couling, June Granger, Sheila Lamb, Shanti Shaunak
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time: Trudi Knight
In our Deanery: The Beane Valley Benefice 
From our Parish Prayer Cycle: Local business and industry
Those that live in: Deerfield Close, Delfcroft, Demontfort Rise 


Collect
Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: grant that we may be presented to you
with pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading, Malachi 3:1-5
Thus says the LORD God: 1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
5 Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.

Second Reading, Hebrews 2:14-end
14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

Gospel Reading, Luke 2:22-40
22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
    according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
    and for glory to your people Israel.’
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.

Diary for the rest of this week
Monday – Thursday	9.15am Morning Prayer  
Monday – Thursday	5pm Evening Prayer 
Monday 2nd			11:30am Café
				12:30pm Lunchtime Concert
				2pm – 4:30pm Board Games Cafe
Wednesday 4th  		11am Eucharist in the Hall 
				5:30pm Hall Booking
				7:30pm Bell Ringing
Thursday 5th 		11am Funeral 
Friday 6th  			7pm Choir Practice
Saturday 7th 		9am – 11:30am EHCCA Choir Rehearsal 
Please remember: when there is a Hall/Church booking there is no parking other than for the service/event. Please remember to check your pewsheet or Quarterly for dates. Thank you 

Rota for Sunday 8th February, Second before Lent 
Welcomers		Bonnie and Mike West 
Sidespeople		Ann Sandford, Mary Millett
Servers 	 		Mike Franklin, Anne Crowther, Sarah Walker
Readers			Malcolm Elliott, Kath Kirby
Intercessor		Dorothy Elliott
Lay Admin		Roti Tunis, David Horner, Michael Waller, Emily Streets 
Coffee		 	Marion Mountjoy, Rob Herd 















Notices

Hall Refurbishments A quick update: work on the Hall roof is ongoing, it is being dried out at the moment! And a big thank you for a generous donation of the funds needed to replace the windows, that work will be in progress as soon as possible following that offer. Thank you for all the fundraising and donations so far, and for all the plans in place to continue the good work.  

PCC Vacancies a change of circumstances for two of our members means that we have two vacancies for the PCC. If anyone would like to consider joining to support the work of St Mary’s please speak to Ysmena or Derek Day (Vice Chair). Nomination forms are available today. The next meeting of the PCC is Monday 2nd March to join from March an election needs to take place in February. 

Quarterly, St Mary’s Church Magazine the new edition of Quarterly is out now. Please be sure to take your named copy. If you do not subscribe copies are available at the back of church. 

East Herts Church Choirs Association (EHCCA) will sing evensong on Sunday 15th February at Christ Church Waltham Cross. The service is at 5pm. All welcome to attend. 

Shrove Tuesday 17th February, Pancake Coffee morning in the Hall. 10:30am – 12noon, with activities for Children.

Ash Wednesday 18th February, services at 11am and 8pm both with Imposition of Ashes.

A few dates to note (there will be many more!) 
Annual Parish Meetings (APCM), Sunday 26th April
St Mary’s Plant Market, Saturday 16th May

Next Lunchtime Concerts 
Thursday 19th February 		Catherine Wild, Recorder ensemble
Monday 2nd March 		tbc (owing to performer change of circumstance)
Thursday 19th March 		Herman Carisha, Piano 

Parish Office during the vacancy in post please continue to use the Parish Office email address for all the things you would usually use it for. Deadline for pewsheet information remains Wednesday 11am. Thank you – Ysmena 
*Update* we are delighted to announce that Claire Royden-Hall will be joining us as Parish Administrator. Her working days will be Tuesday and Thursday mornings. Start date TBC



Contact Information
Vicar: Revd Ysmena Pentelow, vicar@stmarysware.co.uk 07423 812238 Usual day off Friday
Parish Office: officestmarys@btinternet.com  01920 462539
Director of Music (part time): Stephen Crookes email: music@stmarysware.co.uk 
Website:  www.stmarysware.org.uk. You can also find us on Facebook
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