

25th January 2026                      St. James the Less		    Epiphany 3      
[bookmark: _Hlk188312298]SUNDAY
Holy Communion  - Rev Mark

Readings
I Corinthians 110-18,   Matthew 412-23

ST. TIMOTHY and ST. TITUS
26th January
 Timothy and Titus are the saints for you if you’ve been a Christian for some time, and now suspect that God wants you to move into some form of leadership.  A daunting prospect!

The books of 1st and 2nd Timothy and Titus are what are known as the three pastoral letters, where Paul writes to ministers in charge of important churches. Paul gives both Timothy and Titus explicit instructions for how to shepherd the sheep in their care. Timothy had been given the responsibility of the church at Ephesus, and Titus the care of the church at Crete. Both Timothy and Titus were young men, and both felt quite daunted at the task ahead of them!
Timothy had met Paul when he was still a child. Paul had come to his city and preached, and both Timothy and his mother had become Christians. Timothy had then accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey – a great training experience. But experience is given to us so that we might in turn become productive – and in due course Paul entrusted the vastly important church of Ephesus into Timothy’s care. This church was so vibrant in its faith that within 50 years so many Ephesians became Christians that the city’s pagan temples were almost forsaken. A huge responsibility!
Titus was a gentile, almost certainly converted through Paul. Paul had used Titus as a trouble-shooter with the Corinthians, and when Titus was successful in that, gave him a real bit of trouble: the church at Crete. Again, Titus served his Lord faithfully, even in this most difficult of situations.
Timothy became the first bishop of Ephesus and Titus went on to become the first Bishop of Crete,  Both Timothy and Titus were good and faithful servants, and they could look back on lives well spent.
WEDS (28th)

Readings

2 Samuel 7 4-17,  Mark 41-20



Services next week 
     Sun 1st Feb     8:00am   Holy Communion 
                         11:00am    Morning Worship  
                          6:30pm    Evensong
           
    Weds 4th Feb   10:30am  Holy Communion

Don’t forget – 
Kettle’s On! at St. Barnabas  
from 10:30 [image: ]every Tuesday .
                     Tea, coffee and a chat.
*	*	*	*	*	*
ALPHA
Continues every Weds at 7:30pm
Refreshments, film, discussion, time for questions



[bookmark: _Hlk219839795]A prayer for this week

Lord, when I face challenges today
give me strength and courage
to persevere.
Help me to remain hopeful,
knowing that I am never alone in my struggles.   AMEN


Please pray also for  Derek Cotgrove, Derek & Pam Johnson, Guy Negus, Edward, Dom, and
Robert Waterson.
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