NEWSLETTER NUMBER 304
Sunday 18th January 2026 is the starting date for the week of prayer for Christian Unity.   I have not heard of any special events to mark this event. 

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 18TH JANUARY 2026 – 2ND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
The service on this date will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m.   The celebrant will be Rev David Burton.   Refreshments will follow the service so please stay if you can.

LOOKING FORWARDS – REV ANDY
Thank you
It has been an exciting time for our seven village churches as we step into the new year with some amazing new events.   Alongside our traditional services you can now join us at the following:
     A large number came to our first Shanty Singing evening at the start of this month. Our next gathering will be at 6.00pm on 1st Feb in All Saints Church, Rockwell Green. No experience needed, just a willingness to belt out a tune.
     The following week we launched our All Age Communion service, where young and old enjoyed songs, a cartoon and creative thoughts on baptism. Join us next time in St. Bartholomew’s Church, Bathealton, at 10.00am on 8th Feb where all generations can learn and have fun together.
     Later that evening The Pub Explorers met for the first time in The Martlett Inn, Langford Budville. Around a table and over a drink we explored topics like “Do dogs go to heaven?” and “Will AI steal our jobs?”. All are welcome, any question can be raised, all opinions are respected. So, see you at 6.00pm on 8th Feb at The Martlet?
     At 6.00pm this Sunday 18th Jan the first Prayer and Praise evening will take place in St. Margaret’s Church, Thorne St Margaret. This will be a modern service with contemporary worship music for those looking for something fresh.
     Next week sees the start of a new Alpha Course, come along on either Monday evenings or Thursday lunchtimes. The first session is just a taster, come to see what it's all about and enjoy a free meal at the same time. Interested, then email sarah@trinityandsaints.co.uk and she will give you all the info. 
     The following weekend sees the launch of Family@4, an informal service geared towards the youngest minds with plenty of fun crafts, children’s songs and warm hospitality. Join us at 4.00pm in All Saints, Rockwell Green, on Sunday 25th January.
      If you are looking for something quiet and reflective, then at 6.00pm on Sunday 25th January in St. Nicholas’ Church, Kittisford, come and experience a gentle time with music from the Taizé Community during our Reflective Evening Service.
     All the details can be found on our website http://westtone.org.uk, via our Insta and Facebook profiles @westtonebenefice as well as on What’s On West Tone.   I want to say a big thank you to everyone who has supported all our services in 2026, new and old. These would not be happening without the time, money, skills or resources you so generously share.   Give yourselves a pat on the back, we are all grateful for you.   I appeal to everyone to ask themselves, “What can I contribute to the flourishing of our churches, and the events and services that are on offer?”.   This week representatives from all the parishes are meeting to talk about building a sustainable future.   Please have a think about what part you can play, as together we help others to encounter God and be cared for. Thank you.
ROTA FOR SUNDAY 18/1/2026
Sidesmen:- Rachel Yates and Angela Setter
Reader:-      Rachel Yates
Coffee:-       Rachel Yates and Angela Setter
Flowers:-     Ann Fry

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 18/ 1/2026 - 
Collect:- Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:- 
Isaiah Chapter 49, vv 1 – 7 
1st Corinthian, Chapter 1, vv 1 – 9 
John Chapter 1, vv 29 – 42  

PRAYER LIST 
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Eunice Durrance                                                                                                                    
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Mike Toogood           
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley
Susan Dobson
YEARS MIND FOR JANUARY
18th  Maria Elworth
20th  Ruth Biddiss
21st  Shaun Harcombe
23rd  Rosemary Stone

BIRTHDAY LIST FOR JANUARY
24th  Tony Setter

We wish you a very Happy Birthday, preferably with no visits to the church to fix things etc!   Have a great day and enjoy yourself.

OUTREACH GROUPS
Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 27th January 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.



Shanty Group
The next meeting of this group will be at 6.00 p.m. on Sunday 1st February 2026.   You do not have to have been to the previous meeting to join any session of shanty singing.

Knit, Sew and Natter 
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 5th February 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual
meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

Soup ‘n’ a Bite
The next meeting will be tomorrow, Saturday, 14th February 2026 at 12.00 noon.    It will be back to the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit.   
OUR NEXT SERVICE
There will be the normal Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 25th January 2026.   This will be taken by Rev Andy Barton and it will be followed by coffee and chat as usual.   Later on the same day, there will be the première of the new Families at Four service starting at 4.00 p.m.   People of all ages are welcome at this service.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Have you got any good ideas for any fund-raising events?   The committee would welcome your ideas of what you want us to organise.   They would also welcome any offers to help put them some of them into being.
OTHER INFORMATION
Rev Andrew Norris writes:-
The “Home Service” is a weekly programme which brings Christian worship into your front room which is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am and repeated Sunday at 10.00 am.  It is also available via the internet at any time on www.10radio.org .   This week:
Preb. Alison Norris leads our act of worship focussing on the significance of the Baptism of Jesus for us today and we look ahead to the coming of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity which starts on 18th January.

FUN CORNER
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“The day has come.”




