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[bookmark: _heading=h.r1mt2ot7vygf]Welcome to our churches of St Mary’s Aspenden, St Peter’s Buntingford and St Mary the Virgin Westmill. Whoever you are, wherever you’ve come from, you are welcome! If this is your first visit, please do introduce yourselves to the clergy and stay for coffee after the service to meet others

Malachi 3:1-5 (NRSVA)
3 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.
5 Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.
Luke 2: 22-40 (NRSVA)
22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
    and for glory to your people Israel.’
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
The Return to Nazareth
39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.

Collect
Lord Jesus Christ,
light of the nations and glory of Israel:
make your home among us,
and present us pure and holy
to your heavenly Father,
your God, and our God.

Post Communion
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna,
who lived to welcome the Messiah:
may we, who have received these gifts beyond words,
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes
to bring us to eternal life;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.



Remembering in our prayers:
Jean P, Sheila, Lil, Evelyn, Jackie, Christine, Kathe, Judy, Jenny, Russell, Hilary, Phyllis, Jane, Lisa, Clive, Ailsa, Thomas.

Sunday Services & Morning Prayer

Receiving Communion If you wish to receive the bread with the wine by intinction only, the presiding priest will do this for you. Please indicate your preference by pointing to the chalice when the priest comes to give you the bread. 

Sunday 8th February
9:30am Sung Eucharist – St Mary the Virgin Westmill
9:30 All Age Worship – St Mary’s Aspenden
11am All Age Worship – St Peter’s Buntingford

Morning Prayer – Held 9am to 9:30am, weekly on 
Tuesday at St Peter’s Buntingford
Wednesday St Mary the Virgin, Westmill and Thursdays at St Mary’s Aspenden 
for further details chat with Kirsty or Sarah.

Sunday 15th February
9:30am Holy Communion – St Mary’s Aspenden
11am Holy Communion – St Peter’s Buntingford

Sunday 22nd February
9:30am Sung Eucharist – St Mary the Virgin Westmill
11am Morning Worship – St Peter’s Buntingford

News & Notices from our Churches[image: Church as a family - Surviving Church] and Community
St Peter’s Cleaning Rota
We are looking to restart the cleaning rota at St Peter’s. With 8 volunteers, the commitment would be only 2 hours/month working in pairs. More volunteers would share this even more. Please contact Kirsty if you can help St Peter’s church in this important role. 

St Mary the Virgin Westmill Building Project  Phase1update: flagstones have been laid for the new welcome area and the team are working on the next stages of the programme of work. Donations towards this 4-stage project are still much needed. Please speak to Sue, Colin or Kirsty if you are able to support this.

Monday Morning Coffee at St Peter’s Church 
10am – 12pm held weekly every Monday (except Bank holidays.) Do pop in for a chat and a cup of tea/coffee.  
[bookmark: _heading=h.szgzlc165c82]
Little Lambs, St Mary the Virgin Westmill Held weekly on Wednesday 10am – 11:30am term time only, for pre-school children and their grown-ups. A very informal social and worship occasion for pre-school children and their carers. We sing songs, along with lots of fun activities.

Tuesday 17th February, 4pm St Peter’s Church
Calling all Children for some Pancake Fun! [image: ]
Please scan the QR code to book your place or visit our website to complete online. 



Wednesday 18th February
Ash Wednesday Services
To mark the beginning of Lent, there are two Ash Wednesday services. This year they will be led by The Venerable Janet Mackenzie, Archdeacon of Hertford.
10am at St Peters Buntingford, 
Holy Communion with the Imposition of Ashes.
7pm at St Mary the Virgin Westmill, 
Service of the Word with Imposition of Ashes.

Eco Church Candlemas: It's great weather for soup! Look through your fridge for some of your slightly tired-looking veggies, add some beans or lentils and cook up a nutritious meal that saves waste and won't cost much either.


Find all our latest services & news here: www.achurchnearyou.com/benefice/32-012BK/[image: Qr code
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  Get in Touch
Kirsty Wainwright 	Tel: 07704695787	vicarabw@gmail.com		Sarah Bagnall 	Tel: 07876211406	curateabw@gmail.com

  Norman Jones
  Tel: 07766 367983
  assistantvicarunitedbenefice@gmail.com
	

	
	


Benefice Administration hours
Wednesday & Thursday 8:30am to 12:45pm. 
Email: unitedbeneficeabw@gmail.com 
Contact Telephone: 07484 345027
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