Today’s Bible readings
Isaiah 49: 1 - 7
The Servant of the LORD
Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before I was born the LORD called me; from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name. He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver. He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing at all. Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, and my reward is with my God.” And now the LORD says— he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength - he says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” This is what the LORD says— the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel— to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation, to the servant of rulers: “Kings will see you and stand up, princes will see and bow down, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

Psalm 40: 1 - 12

1 Corinthians 1: 1 - 9
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ - their Lord and ours: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thanksgiving
I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. For in him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge - God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.



John 1: 29 - 42
John Testifies About Jesus
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”
John’s Disciples Follow Jesus
The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon. Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon, Son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter ).
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[image: ]Prayers for our school: No two people are exactly alike, which is quite remarkable when we think of the billions of people living on our planet. Each of us is totally unique and in our school that individuality is both celebrated and recognised. In our school this is achieved in a variety of ways. For example, each week pupils are congratulated for ‘letting their light shine’ perhaps in the way they have illustrated the way they have modelled one of our values. Dear Lord, thank you that we are all unique individuals and that you love us just as we are. Help us to support each other when times are tough. Amen




Notices
Today we welcome Rev Yvonne Murphy who will be taking our service this morning.
Next Sunday we welcome Rev Kathryn Flenley to our Parish Eucharist.
The funeral of Mel White is on Monday 19th January at 14:30 at H D Tribe Chapel at Eastern Avenue, Shoreham-by-Sea
Messy Church notices: Messy Team meeting - today at 11.30am in the Lady Chapel. MESSY CHURCH - Sunday 25th January, Heene Church Rooms 3pm - 5pm. . All welcome.


Contacts
Rik Clay	    	Churchwarden	01903 693587	rv.clay@outlook.com
Diane Le Mare 	Churchwarden	01903 241673	dklemare@outlook.com 
Val Clay		Safeguarding 	01903 693587	safeguarding.heene@outlook.com 
Judith Ellis		Choir Director	07394 522313	judith.ellis.coco@gmail.com
Sally Pritchard	Messy Church	07908 069819	sallypritchard15@gmail.com
St Botolph’s Church, Lansdowne Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN11 4LY
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2864/
https://www.facebook.com/stbotolphschurchheene

PGS Parish Code 101070134

Music for the Parish Eucharist

Setting: 	Mass of St Thomas - Thorne
 Psalm: 	40: 1 - 12
Hymns:	Procession: 448 – I Come With Joy
		Gradual: 387 – Rise and Hear! The Lord is Speaking (vs 1)
Offertory: 621 – Dear Lord and Father of Mankind
Communion: 465 – The Lord is Here – He Finds us as we Seek
Final: 510 – Will You Come and Follow Me
Anthem:   	O For a Closer Walk with God - Stanford
	



Next Sunday – The Conversion of Paul   10am Parish Eucharist
Acts 9: 1 - 22; Psalm 67; Galatians 1: 11 – 16a; Matthew 19: 27 - end
The Parish Church of St. Botolph, Heene
To know, love and follow Jesus
18th January 2026   The Second Sunday of Epiphany
10am Parish Eucharist	
Collect
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
 Post Communion Prayer
God of glory, you nourish us with your Word who is the bread of life: fill us with your Holy Spirit that through us the light of your glory may shine in all the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
This week at St. Botolph’s
Wed		7.30pm – 9.pm		Bellringers practice*
Fri		10am – 10.30am		Prayer Group - all welcome
10.30am – 12 noon	Friday Coffee - all welcome 
7.30pm - 9pm		Choir practice*
* if interested, please see Rik (bellringing) or Judith (choir).

Please pray for our Parish
For those with birthdays: Valerie Boddy, Chris Dolby, Pat Frisby
For the sick and those in particular need: Simon Hollis, Kirsten, Ann Wood, Brenda Hayes, Sandy and Paula Freeman Sanderson, Sylvia Hollis, Atticus McVane, Elspeth Flenley, Samantha Bond, Shani Howard, Helen Inskip, Jenny Philips, Beryl Hopkins, Raymond Wood, Julie Adams, Maureen Parsons.
For the recently departed: Mel White
For those whose anniversary falls at this time: John Weston, Keith Freestone, Eileen Gladwell, Derek Allen, Michael Wadey. 


Music for today – please see back page
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