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[bookmark: _Hlk98148521]Worship at Home - 1st February – Candlemas

Collect 
Lord Jesus Christ,
Light of the nations and glory of Israel:
Make your home among us,
And present us pure and holy
To your heavenly Father,
Your God and our God. 
Amen


GLORIOUS THINGS OF THEE ARE SPOKEN,
Zion, city of our God;
he whose word cannot be broken
formed thee for his own abode.
On the Rock of Ages founded
what can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation’s walls surrounded,
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes

See, the steams of living waters,
springing from eternal love,
well supply thy sons and daughters,
and all fear of want remove.
Who can faint while such a river
ever flows their thirst assuage?
Grace which, like the Lord, the giver,
never fails from age to age.

Round each habitation hov’ring,
see the cloud and fire appear
for a glory and a cov’ring,
showing that the Lord is near.
Thus they march, the pillar leading,
light by night and shade by day;
daily on the manna feeding
which he gives them when they pray.

Saviour if of Zion’s city
I through grace a member am,
let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in thy name.
Fading is the worlding’s pleasure,
boasted pomp and empty show;
solid joys and lasting treasure
none but Zion’s children know.

Readings: Malachi 3:1-5, Hebrews 2:14-end , Luke 2:22-40 

Reflection
Today we celebrate the feast of Candlemas. There are many traditions and superstitions surrounding the combination of events and occasions remembered on the second of February. For Christians it is the light that we cling to, the light of Christ. In times gone by, the year’s supply of candles would be brought to church to be blessed. These candles would then be taken into the home as a reminder of Christ’s presence with us all year through, not just at Christmas. The candles would replace the crib in their visual reminder of Emmanuel. Candlemas is the day when we begin to turn from looking at the crib to looking at the cross. 
The story of the presentation of Jesus at the temple is one we hear every year. It was a normal thing to do, as normal as taking a child to be registered with their name and receiving a birth certificate to prove it. What wasn’t normal was the presence of two elderly folk singing and praying over their child. 
From our reading in Luke, we are reminded that Jesus was born not into a wealthy family, but into a poor and humble family, no expensive lamb offering, but a pair of pigeons. He experienced the whole of our humanity – poverty, vulnerability, and ultimately life and death. He shares our humanity and enters into our weakness. 
When Simeon sees Jesus and holds him in his arms he says: ‘My eyes have seen your salvation.’ Simeon knows through the revelation of the Holy Spirit that Jesus is the source of salvation – not just for the Jews in Israel, but for the whole world – he is the light of the world. Through the suffering that Simeon goes on to speak about when he says to Mary: “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many … and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” Simeon is prophetically speaking about how many will turn against Jesus and he will be pierced as he goes to the cross. The pain of seeing this will, of course, pierce the heart of his mother Mary also. It is through Jesus’ suffering on the cross that we are set free. 
Malachi helps us as we turn from the crib to the cross in focussing on those areas of our lives which may need refinement as Lent approaches.
It is wonderful to be like Simeon and Anna. Patiently seeking Jesus, waiting for him to be revealed and knowing afresh the joy of meeting him for ourselves. Whether we’ve have been seeking God faithfully for years, or we are taking our very first steps towards him, let’s be encouraged that God does reward us as we seek him, and take steps towards him today. 

FROM HEAVEN YOU CAME, helpless babe
Entered our world your glory veiled
Not to be served but to serve 
And give your life that we might live

This is our God, the Servant King
He calls us now to follow him,
To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King.

There in the garden of tears
My heavy load he chose to bear;
His heart with sorrow was torn
‘Yet not my will but yours’ he said



Come see his hands and his feet
The scars that speak of sacrifice,
Hands that flung stars into space
To cruel nails surrendered.

So let us learn how to serve
And in our lives enthrone him
Each others needs to prefer
For it is Christ we are serving.				



Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 

LORD THE LIGHT of your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness shining;
Jesus Light of the world shine upon us,
Set us free by the truth you now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me.

Shine Jesus shine, 
Fill this land with the Father’s glory
Blaze Spirit blaze
Set our hearts on fire
Flow river flow
Fill the nations with grace and mercy;
Send forth Your word and let there be light

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence,
From the shadows into Your radiance;
By the blood I may enter Your brightness,
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness.
Shine on me, shine on me.

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness,
So our faces display Your likeness,
Ever changing from glory to glory;
Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story
Shine on me, shine on me.


You may like to light a candle as we turn from the crib to the cross with the words of the Nunc dimittis
A light to lighten the nations and the glory of your people Israel
Now Lord let your servant depart in peace: your word has been fulfilled
My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of every nation
A light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
As it was in the beginning, is now and shall be forever. 
Amen
A light to lighten the nations and the glory of your people Israel.  
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Lent Course – following the Diocesan Year of Prayer this year’s Lent Course will be ‘The Prayer Course’ an 8 week study on The Lord’s prayer. The course will be run on Zoom starting at 2:30pm on 17th February. Please let revkirsty@hotmail.com know if you would like to attend.  

Deanery Synod meets on Wednesday 11th February, 7.30pm in North Petherton. ‘Celebrating the Diocesan Year of Prayer.’ 

Ash Wednesday. Wednesday 18th February – Holy Communion Together at Woolavington Church, 7.00pm 

Lent Lunch 12-2pm Puriton Clist Church Room, Wednesday 18th Feb.

Weekly Events
Monday 		7:00pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Woolavington
			7.30pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Puriton
Tuesdays 		10.30am 	Coffee Morning, Puriton Clist Room  
Wednesdays 	10:45am 	Coffee Morning, Cossington
			3.15pm 	Messy Church Club, Woolavington
Thursdays 		12-2:30pm 	Bakeability Café Bawdrip Parish Hall
7.30pm 	Pause for Thought, Bawdrip
Fridays 		2.00pm 	Pop Up Choir, (resumes 6th Feb) 
5.00pm 	Choir Practice, Pawlett

The diary 
Monday 2nd 		10.30am 	Funeral Visit
			2.30pm 	Funeral Visit 
Tuesday 3rd 		9.00am 	Assembly Puriton Primary School 
			11.00am 	Funeral of Robert Coombes, Crem. 
			2.30pm 	Student Supervision
Wed 4th 		9.30am 	Reader Review
			12noon 	Clergy Chapter meet
			2.00pm 	Pawlett Fundraising Meeting
			6.00pm 	Puriton Governors Meet.
Thursday 5th 	11.00am 	Holy Communion, Woolavington Pavilion
			12noon 	Reader Review
			3.45pm 	Safeguarding Course
Friday 6th 				Bishop Fiona’s consecration at Southwark
Saturday 7th 		10-4pm 	Training Course, Wells
Sunday 8th		3.00pm 	Bishop Fiona’s welcome service – Wells. 

[bookmark: _Hlk105052858]Morning Prayer on Zoom Monday – Thursday 8.30am 
www.zoom/us/join Meeting ID: 803 619 7054	Passcode: 188399
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