 A Service for Use at Home in Epiphany

Praise

Blessed are you, Lord our God, 
King of the universe!
From the rising of the sun to its setting 
your name is proclaimed in all the world.

Penitence

The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who sacrificed himself for us 
to purify a people as his own.
Therefore we confess our sins.

Keep a moment of silence for reflection…

God be gracious to me and bless me,
and make your face shine upon me:
Lord, have mercy.
 
May your ways be known on the earth,
your saving power among the nations:
Christ, have mercy.

You, Lord, have made known your salvation,
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations:
Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon me,
pardon and deliver me from all my sins,
confirm and strengthen me in all goodness,
and keep me in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect 

O God,
who by the leading of a star
manifested your only Son 
to the peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that we,
who know you now by faith,
may at last behold your glory face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Bible Readings





Intercession

Let us worship the Saviour with joy 
and make our prayer to our heavenly Father.

The Magi came from the east to worship your Son:
Father, grant to Christians everywhere 
the spirit of adoration … 
Lord of glory, hear my prayer.

The infant Christ received gifts 
of gold, incense and myrrh:
Father, accept the offering of our hearts and minds
at the beginning of this year … 
Lord of glory, hear my prayer.

The kingdoms of this world have become 
the kingdom of our God and of his Christ:
Father, grant an abundance of peace to your world … 
Lord of glory, hear my prayer.

The Holy Family lived in exile 
and in the shadow of death:
Father, look in mercy on all who are poor and powerless, 
and all who suffer … 
Lord of glory, hear my prayer.

Your Son shared the life of his home and family 
at Nazareth:
Father, protect in your love our neighbours,
our families and this community of which we are a part … 
Lord of glory, hear my prayer.

Father, we rejoice in our fellowship 
with the shepherds, the angels, the magi, 
the Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph
and all the faithful departed.
In your unfailing love for us and for all people,
hear and answer these prayers through your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Epiphany Canticle – A Song of the New Jerusalem

Arise, shine out, for your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord is rising upon you.
Though night still covers the earth,  
and darkness the peoples;
Above you the Holy One arises,  
and above you God’s glory appears.
The nations will come to your light,  
and kings to your dawning brightness.
Your gates will lie open continually, 
shut neither by day nor by night.
The sound of violence 
shall be heard no longer in your land,  
or ruin and devastation within your borders.
You will call your walls, Salvation,  
and your gates, Praise.
No more will the sun give you daylight,  
nor moonlight shine upon you;
But the Lord will be your everlasting light,  
your God will be your splendour.
For you shall be called the city of God,  
the dwelling of the Holy One of Israel.         from Isaiah 60.

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Prayer for God’s Blessing 

May God the Father,
who led the wise men by the shining of a star
to find the Christ, the Light from Light,
lead his people also in our pilgrimage 
to find the Lord. 

And may the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us always. Amen.
The Old Testament Reading is taken from
the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah, chapter 31, verses 7-14

This is what the LORD says:
“Sing with joy for Jacob;
shout for the foremost of the nations.
Make your praises heard, and say,
‘O LORD, save your people,
the remnant of Israel.’
See, I will bring them from the land of the north
and gather them from the ends of the earth.
Among them will be the blind and the lame,
expectant mothers and women in labour;
a great throng will return.
They will come with weeping;
they will pray as I bring them back.
I will lead them beside streams of water
on a level path where they will not stumble,
because I am Israel’s father,
and Ephraim is my firstborn son.
“Hear the word of the LORD, O nations;
proclaim it in distant coastlands:
‘He who scattered Israel will gather them
and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.’
For the LORD will ransom Jacob
and redeem them from the hand of those stronger than they.
They will come and shout for joy on the heights of Zion;
they will rejoice in the bounty of the LORD –
the grain, the new wine and the oil,
the young of the flocks and herds.
They will be like a well-watered garden,
and they will sorrow no more.
Then maidens will dance and be glad,
young men and old as well.
I will turn their mourning into gladness;
I will give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow.
I will satisfy the priests with abundance,
and my people will be filled with my bounty,”
declares the LORD.

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
The New Testament Reading is taken from St Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 2, verses 1-12

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 
during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? 
We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, 
and all Jerusalem with him. 
When he had called together 
all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, 
he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 
“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, 
“for this is what the prophet has written:
“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’”
Then Herod called the Magi secretly 
and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 
He sent them to Bethlehem and said,
“Go and make a careful search for the child. 
As soon as you find him, report to me, 
so that I too may go and worship him.”
After they had heard the king, 
they went on their way, 
and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 
On coming to the house, 
they saw the child with his mother Mary, 
and they bowed down and worshipped him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented him 
with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 
And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, 
they returned to their country by another route.



For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
