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Description automatically generated]	   A warm welcome to all                 
 January 2026
	Letter from the Rector

	Good news should not arrive quietly; it should move and spread and be taken up by those who hear it.  Good news was never meant to be contained and kept in a box but rather be allowed to ripple out in conversations and shared smiles.  Christmas continues in the church until Candlemas in February, and so the infectious joy of our recent celebrations should enable us to lift each other up, share hope and, as I said in my Christmas sermon, “punch holes in the darkness with the light of Christ.” 

If Christmas means anything, it should be the good news of God’s love: for each of us to know the light that shines in the world that can never be put out… no matter how dark the world sometimes seems.

The story of that first Christmas was one of inclusion.  It was not about Kings or political leaders.  It was not about the Romans or the religious leaders of the day but about an ordinary young couple navigating the complexity of an unexpected pregnancy, when unmarried. It was about having to make a long and arduous journey because other people demanded it and having to rely on the kindness of strangers to find shelter. 

That first Christmas was equally about ordinary people daring to believe angels and a message of hope when all seemed hopeless.  The Christmas story was and is about our everyday lives, and finding enough light in the challenges to take the next step; for neither Mary or Joseph nor the shepherds knew what the future would hold for that newborn baby, unlike us 2,000 years later.

So as another year unfolds let us recognise the good news we celebrate each week as we share bread and wine and remember all that Jesus has done for us.
“The light shines in the darkness,
 and the darkness did not overcome it.”
And let’s recognise that joy does not arrive neatly packaged but arrives unexpectedly, as we come together and worship, in the way we listen to each other, in the choices and resolutions we make. So let us resolve to be channels through which the light of the world still punches holes in the dark.  Susan
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Every Tuesday 8.45am to 11.30am (approx.) St Cuthbert’s Church, choir vestry
Come and chat, have a brew, ponder life and, if you want to, bring your own craft to make. 
Meet old friends and make some new ones; take the opportunity to have a moment in church. 
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No ‘Thoughtful Tuesday’ evenings in January as we have the ‘radical welcome’ course 
each Monday evening in January
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Tuesdays during term time, St Thomas’s Parent and Toddlers, 10.30am -12 midday. 
Restarts on 13th January 2026
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Every Wednesday 12.30 – 2.30pm (approximately), St Thomas’ warm welcome.
Restarts on 7th January 2026
A simple lunch followed by time to chat or simply be. All welcome
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Advanced notice: Tuesday 17th February 7.30pm to 9pm
Gerard Manley Hopkins and his Lydiate Connections – talk by Will Daunt
St Thomas’ Millenium Centre, Church Lane, Lydiate, L31 4HL. Free entry but donations invited, 
Tea and coffee and raffle
Regular services every Sunday:
St Cuthbert’s
9.30am.  Holy Communion 
(1st & 3rd Sundays, Book of Common Prayer)

In term time, alongside the main service: 
1st Sunday, Church Without Walls 
3rd Sunday, Messy Church



St. Thomas’s
8.00am.  Said Holy Communion 
(Book of Common Prayer)

11.00am Parish Eucharist with hymns
In term time:
2nd Sun, Parade Service with Scouts & Guides
4th Sunday, All-age service














Regular midweek services:
Wednesdays	11am		St Thomas’s, Said Holy Communion
Thursdays	9.15 am	St Cuthbert’s, Said Morning Prayer (except 8th January 2026)
		1.30 pm	St Cuthbert’s, Said Holy Communion with prayers for healing 
Except 31st December and 1st January when all midweek services are cancelled



	

	

	
Looking Further ahead
 

	


Special services this month:
Sunday 11th January – Christingle with Communion at 11am St Thomas’ Church
Instead of our usual Church Parade come and join in thinking about God’s big story, make a Christingle and learn about the work of the Children’s society.
Sunday 18th January – Blessing of the Plough at St Cuthbert’s, 9.30am in St Cuthbert’s School
We will have an All-Age Messy Church as we bless the plough and give thanks for our farming communities.
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To all who helped to mark Advent and Christmas this year in our two Churches.
The light boxes at St Cuthbert’s and the Christmas trees at St Thomas’ enabled both churches to welcome 
a diverse range of people, including many children, to share the Good News of Christmas.
Thank you for all those who contributed prizes and sold raffle tickets for our two church Christmas raffles.
St Cuthbert’s raffle raised £1675 for church funds.
St Thomas’s raffle raised £1088 for church funds.
The list of prize winners is at the back of both churches.
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Ash Wednesday 18th February 20026 
11am Said Holy Communion and imposition of ash St Thomas’
7.00pm Said Holy Communion and imposition of ash St Cuthbert’s

Lent Course will start Tuesday 24th February and 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th March 2026 
7.30-9.00 pm St Thomas’ Millennium Centre – “being an inclusive church”.  Save the date.
Please try and come if you can, as part of your Lenten Discipline.
Monthly newsletter for St Thomas’ Lydiate and Downholland and St Cuthbert's Halsall
Parish Administrator David Coffey.  Office hours usually  Monday and Tuesday mornings. 0151-526-2292 admin@st-thomas-lydiate.co.uk
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