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Sunday 11th January – Baptism of Christ
 
Welcome to St Mary's this morning
If you are visiting or here for the first time, we hope you feel at home, and please do make yourself known. Those of you with small children may wish to make use of the Children’s Corner during the service, if that is helpful for you. At the offertory a collection will be taken for the work of the church. If you are able to use a Gift Aid envelope please do. There is a card reader, and further information about giving to St Mary’s, by the door where you came in. When we come to share communion please follow the stewards. Refreshments are served in the hall after the service – please stay if you can. 

Services this Sunday
8am			Eucharist, in Church and on Facebook 
10am			Eucharist, in Church and on Zoom 
	
Hymns								
Processional	87 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed (vv1–3,6)
Gradual 		93 When Jesus came to Jordan
Offertory		90 Songs of thankfulness and praise 
Communion 	475 Immortal Love for ever full
Final			321 Rise and hear! The Lord is speaking 

Music
Setting		The Addington Service Shephard
Motet		Listen sweet dove Ives
Voluntary		In dir ist Freude, BWV615 Bach
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Welcomers	Pat Collin, Bonnie West			
Sidespeople	Ann Robinson, Gavin John 
Servers 	 	Mike Franklin, Sarah Walker, Derek Day 
Readers		Zara Kimber
Intercessor	Marie South
Lay Admin	David Horner, Zara Kimber, Michael Waller, Carol Taylor
Coffee	 	Alan and Janet Thomas 
			
For your Prayers
Any who are sick or suffering: Howard Marshall, Sue Frost
The housebound, among them: Sheila Brown, Chris Skinner, Hazel Bayford
Those who have died: Carolyn Mills, Donald Couling
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time: Bill Grierson, Anne Lester, Hilary Oseman, Roy Lester, Stephen Christie, Dora Jennings, John Storey.
In our Deanery: Thundridge and High Cross
From our Parish Prayer Cycle: Director of Music, Choir, visiting organists/pianists
Those that live in: Clarks Close, Clifton Way, Collett Road
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Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

First Reading, Isaiah 42:1-9
Thus says the LORD:
Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
    he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2 He will not cry or lift up his voice,
    or make it heard in the street;
3 a bruised reed he will not break,
    and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
    he will faithfully bring forth justice.
4 He will not grow faint or be crushed
    until he has established justice in the earth;
    and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
5 Thus says God, the Lord,
    who created the heavens and stretched them out,
    who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
    and spirit to those who walk in it:
6 I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness,
    I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
    a light to the nations,
7     to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
    from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8 I am the Lord, that is my name;
    my glory I give to no other,
    nor my praise to idols.
9 See, the former things have come to pass,
    and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
    I tell you of them.

Second Reading, Acts 10:34-43
34 Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of Cornelius: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’

Gospel Reading, Matthew 3:13-17 
13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ 15 But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’

Diary for the rest of this week
Monday – Thursday	9.15am Morning Prayer  
Monday – Thursday	5pm Evening Prayer 
Monday 12th		Hall roof works
Tuesday 13th 		Hall roof works
				1:30pm Administrator meeting, Choir Vestry 		 
Wednesday 14th		11am Eucharist in the Hall 
				5:30pm Hall Booking, Rainbows
				7:30pm Bell Ringing
Thursday 15th 		11:30am Café
				12:30pm Concert, Students from Chauncy School  
Friday 16th 			7pm Choir Practice
Sunday 18th 		5pm Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Please remember: when there is a Hall/Church booking there is no parking other than for the service/event. Please remember to check your pewsheet or Quarterly for dates. Thank you 

Rota for Sunday 18th January, Baptism of Christ 
Children’s Church 	Marina Buswell, Moira King
Welcomers		Ann Sandford, Michael Waller
Sidespeople		John Budworth, Gillian Budworth
Servers 	 		Roti Tunis, Noah Clarke, Mike Franklin
Readers			Ian Little, Lizzie Hastings-Clarke
Intercessor		Mike Franklin
Lay Admin		Mat Wilson, Roti Tunis, Derek Day,
Coffee		 	Rob Herd, Marion Mountjoy 









Notices

Christmas Flowers The St Mary's flower group would like to thank all those who gave a donation towards the Christmas flowers. It is very much appreciated. We hope you enjoyed seeing the arrangements. Again many thanks.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 18th-25th January 
To mark the week this year we hope to be able to offer services across the month in all our local churches. The next service will be held here at St Mary’s at 5pm on Sunday 18th January. The service will use the material provided by Churches Together and will be followed by refreshments. Please invite your friends from other churches. 

The theme for this year is ‘One body, one spirit,’ and materials have been prepared by the Apostolic, Catholic and Evangelical Armenian Churches. Copies of the booklet for the week can be printed for you for a small voluntary donation (eg £1 each) Please sign the list today. 
https://ctbi.org.uk/resources/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2026/ 

February Quarterly – deadline approaching fast! Please send material - reviews, notices, articles, pictures etc - to Bonnie at rsc_west@hotmail.com. The deadline is Wednesday 21 January 2026. Please use word documents and not pdfs. 

PCC Vacancies a change of circumstances for two of our members means that we have two vacancies for the PCC. If anyone would like to consider joining to support the work of St Mary’s please speak to Ysmena or Derek Day (Vice Chair).

A few dates to note (there will be many more!) 
Annual Parish Meetings (APCM), Sunday 26th April
St Mary’s Plant Market, Saturday 16th May

Next Lunchtime Concerts 
Monday 2nd February 		Anything Goes String Quartet
Thursday 19th February 		Catherine Wild, Recorder ensemble 

Parish Office during the vacancy in post please continue to use the Parish Office email address for all the things you would usually use it for. Deadline for pewsheet information remains Wednesday 11am. Thank you – Ysmena 








Contact Information
Vicar: Revd Ysmena Pentelow, vicar@stmarysware.co.uk 07423 812238 Usual day off Friday
Parish Office: officestmarys@btinternet.com  01920 462539
Director of Music (part time): Stephen Crookes email: music@stmarysware.co.uk 
Website:  www.stmarysware.org.uk. You can also find us on Facebook
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