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Elham Valley Group Newsletter – 18th January 2026
“Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all”
Find us online : www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk OR www.achurchnearyou.com
This week’s services : 2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
[bookmark: _Hlk217302014]8.30am – Morning Prayer – St Mary & St Radegund, Postling
9.30am – Churches Together - Elham Methodist Church
9.30am – Morning Prayer  – St Martin, Acrise
10am – Churches Together Eucharist - St Mary & St Ethelburga, Lyminge
11.15am – New Day – St Mary Magdalene, Denton
4pm – Evening Holy Communion–  St Oswald, Paddlesworth
Tuesday 20th January
 8.30am - Morning Prayer- St Mary the Virgin, Elham
Thursday 22nd January
9am - Benefice prayer meeting - St Mary & St Ethelburga, Lyminge
	The Collect: 
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
	Post Communion Prayer:  
God of glory, you nourish us with your Word
who is the bread of life: fill us with your Holy Spirit that through us the light of your glory
may shine in all the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

	Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7
Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow,
in his quiver he hid me away.  3And he said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ 4 But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.’5 And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honoured in the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my strength— 6 he says, ‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’ 7 Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, ‘Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’

	Gospel Reading: John 1:29-42
The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” 31 I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ 32 And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 34 And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’
35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ 39 He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).

	Please Pray for The Bradley family, Wendy Cook, Mark, Tom Hutchings, Millie Collins, Jill Fitch, Poppy Allard, John Meers, Michael Kirk, Alice Mills, Martyn Bowles & family, Claire Laker.
Please contact the Benefice Administrator Alison Dale 07985025381 or beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  to add people to the prayers.
Please pray for the departed, Gordon Bradley, Pam Farley, Rosemary Coulter & Carolyn Ernest-Jones and those for whom an anniversary of death falls at this time, Penny Elgar, Audrey Brooks, Ena Want, Victor Pope, Janet Hill, Phyllis Burr, William Collins, Lily Baird, Leslie Clayson & Guy Mitchison.

	 To arrange for Funerals, Thanksgivings, Blessings, Renewal of Vows and all other services please contact the Rector – revcarolbates@gmail.com   0777 239 4855
For Baptisms and Weddings please contact the Benefice Administrator -beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  07985025381


Parish Notices:  
Funerals: 
Rosemary Coulter – 26th Jan. 1.30pm – St Mary’s Elham, Committal at Barham 3pm. Reception at 3.45pm King’s Arms, Elham.
Mary Ottaway – 29th Jan. 1.15pm – St Mary’s Elham, then committal at Elham Cemetery.
Baptism: 
Imogen Burrows – 1st Feb.11.45am – St Martin’s, Acrise

Benefice Notices: see website for full details or contact Benefice Admin (above).
Stanford Coffee Morning – Wed. 21st Jan. 10.30-12.00
Christingle –Jan. 25th – 9.30am – Acrise.  Everyone is welcome at this joyful all-age service to find out more about the meaning of this traditional celebration for children.  Enjoy the magical atmosphere when the candles are lit in the darkened church. Children will be presented with their own Christingle to complete during the service.  And of course, there will be refreshments!
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