For your prayers for next week:
Sunday	Doctors, nurses & health workers 
Monday 	Our postmen and ladies at this busy
		    time
Tuesday	Those struggling financially
Wednesday		British servicemen and women across 
	    the world
	Thursday	The people of Ukraine
Friday	  Children and staff as they break up for
	    Christmas
	Saturday	Church organists, musicians and
		   choristers
Those out 
y	And for those in our Benefice:
Sunday  	Tom, Debby & Alice Inskip(M)
Monday	Sue Ives, Sue Josty(P)
Tuesday 	Bruce, Andrea, Cecilia & Hannah Kilpatrick(M), Jane Lewes(P)
Wednesday Valerie Lincoln(M), Janet Llewellyn(M)
Thursday    Ann Maltby(M), Ken & Sara Owst(M)
Friday 	Irma & John Mustoe(T), Margaret Newell(T)
Saturday 	Richard Newman(M), Nina Ovenden(M), Christine & Clive Phillips(P)
HOW TO CONTACT US:
Rev. Jes Salt’s contact details:  Jes can be contacted on:  jes.salt@btinternet.com, 01234 918027 or 07879 286605.

Benefice Website: found via: www.mptchurches.org.uk.

Benefice Administrator:  Sarah Croft, tel: 07986 153423, parishbeneficeoffice@gmail.com

Facebook pages.  We have two FaceBook pages:  MPT Churches (Milton Ernest, Pavenham and Thurleigh) and All Saints Milton Ernest.  Have a look and give us a ‘like’! 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsMiltonErnest
https://www.facebook.com/MPT-Churches-Milton-Ernest-Pavenham-Thurleigh



Safeguarding.   Just a reminder that your Parish Safeguarding Officers are:
Milton Ernest:  Lynne Quarmby
Pavenham:  Currently vacant, but please direct any concerns to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team, 01727 818107 or in an emergency, the police.
Thurleigh:  Lindsay Fraser









NOTICES FOR 14th DECEMBER 2025Milton Ernest, Pavenham and Thurleigh Churches


Service for Sunday 14th December, Advent 3 FOOD BANK SUNDAY
10am, Holy Communion, Milton Ernest
3pm, Christingle, Pavenham
11.15am, Holy Communion, Thurleigh
Readings:  James 5.7-10 and Matthew 11.2-11

Collect for Advent 3:   God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: give us courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, and to suffer for the cause of right, with Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

Service for Sunday 21st December, Advent 4
6pm, Carol service, Milton Ernest
3pm, Carol service, Pavenham
11.15am, Morning Worship, Thurleigh, taken by John Braithwaite
Readings:  Romans 1.1-7 and Matthew 1.18-25

James 5.7-10.   Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains.  You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.  Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!
 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Matthew 11.2-11.   When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples  to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?’
Jesus replied, ‘Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.  Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.’
As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind?  If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces.  Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  This is the one about whom it is written:
‘“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
    who will prepare your way before you.” 
Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.


Items required for Food Bank Sunday: 
· Tinned Meat
· Jars of Coffee
· [image: Bedford Foodbank Logo]UHT (Long Life) Milk
· UHT (Long Life) Fruit Juice
· Tinned Rice Pudding
· Bars of Chocolate
· Laundry Tablets
· Deodorant


Services and events over Christmas.
Sunday 14th December: Christingle at Pavenham, 3pm
Sunday 21st December: Carols at Pavenham, 3pm
Carols at Milton Ernest, 6pm
Monday 22nd December: Christingle and Craft morning 10am-12pm, Milton Village Hall.
Christmas Eve:  Crib service at Pavenham, 3pm
Christingle at Milton, 4.15pm
Carols at Thurleigh, 6.30pm
Midnight at Milton, 11.30pm
Christmas Day: Family Holy Communion at Pavenham, 10am
Sunday 28th December, Benefice Holy Communion at Thurleigh, 10.30am

      Come and celebrate the birth of Jesus !!














Benefice Choir.  Once again we are aiming for the Benefice Choir to sing at the various village carol services on Sunday 21st December. We would plan to do a couple of choir anthems from the orange or green books.   If you are interested, please contact Debbie Inskip 07768 357030.

'Advent Calendar' Windows.  Our 'Advent Calendar' windows are now being revealed each day in Pavenham and Milton Ernest as we look forward to Christmas.  Maps available in each church, pub and on Face Book showing the location of each window which might make a lovely Christmas Day walk? 

Prayer/Home Groups. We all care for our communities and believe God answers prayer. So  do come and join us as we pray for where we live.   At present the groups are meeting as follows:
Pavenham: first and third Wednesday, 7.30pm, see Jes for details; Thurleigh: each Tuesday at 7pm at 2 High St; 
Milton Ernest:  second and fourth Thursday of each month at 2pm at the Vicarage.   Please have a word with Jes
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