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Readings from the Bible 

Collect 
 
Eternal God, 
who made this most holy night 
to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 
bring us, who have known the revelation of that 
light on earth, 
to see the radiance of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
 
God our Father, 
in this night you have made known to us 
again 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him 
until the day dawns 
and Christ the Morning Star rises in our 
hearts. 
To him be glory both now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Collect 
 
Almighty God, 
you have given us your only-begotten Son 
to take our nature upon him 
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: 
grant that we, who have been born again 
and made your children by adoption and grace, 
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

250     Hark the herald 
497     O little town of Bethlehem 
323     It came upon the midnight clear 
580     Silent Night 
468     O come, all ye faithful 
 

250  Hark the herald 
506  Once in royal David’s city 
318 In the bleak midwinter 
53  Away in a manger 
468  O come, all ye faithful 
 Post Communion Prayer 

 
God our Father, 
whose Word has come among us 
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
may the light of faith illumine our hearts 
and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 
 



READINGS FROM THE BIBLE 
 
 
 
Old Testament – Isaiah 52.7-10                  read by Bill Martland at Midnight Mass 

    read by Chris Guénault on Christmas Day 
 
The Old Testament reading is from the book of Isaiah 
 
How beautiful upon the mountains 
    are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
    who announces salvation, 
    who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
    together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
    the return of the Lord to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, 
    you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord has comforted his people, 
    he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The Lord has bared his holy arm 
    before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
    the salvation of our God. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
ALL: Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
Psalm 96              read by Jenifer Palin at Midnight Mass 

          read by Jim Tate on Christmas Day 
 
A reading of Psalm 96 
 
O sing to the Lord a new song; 
    sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, bless his name; 
    tell of his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, 
    his marvellous works among all the peoples. 
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
    he is to be revered above all gods. 
For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 
    but the Lord made the heavens. 



Honour and majesty are before him; 
    strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
 
Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 
    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
    bring an offering, and come into his courts. 
Worship the Lord in holy splendour; 
    tremble before him, all the earth. 
 
Say among the nations, ‘The Lord is king! 
    The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. 
    He will judge the peoples with equity.’ 
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
    let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
    let the field exult, and everything in it. 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
    before the Lord; for he is coming, 
    for he is coming to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
    and the peoples with his truth. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
ALL: Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
Epistle – Hebrews 1.1-4                     read by Brian Palin at Midnight Mass 

    read by Ellie Guénault on Christmas Day 
 
The Epistle is from the letter to the Hebrews 
 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory 
and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful 
word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
ALL: Thanks be to God 
  
 
 
 
 



Gospel – John 1.1-14                read by the Vicar 
 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John 
ALL: Glory to You O Lord 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 
 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
ALL: Praise to You, O Christ 
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